
AUGUST 10th 

CURRICULUM DAY 

Another reminder to parents is that our next PUPIL FREE CURRICU-

LUM DAY is on Friday 25th August.  Staff will be participating in a 

First Aid training to ensure all qualifications are up-to-date. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
The responses from our parent community are very valuable for our 
School Council so I would encourage any family who was nominated to 
complete one of the 75 surveys to take the time to complete the sur-
vey online. Your opinions are very important to us as we continue our 
journey towards becoming an even better school. We’d like to achieve a 
100% survey completion rate this year. 
 
SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITION 
All Grade 6 children attending a Government secondary school in 2018 
received a letter yesterday informing them of a placement offer.  Par-
ents will receive enrolment information directly from the secondary 
school in the coming weeks.   
 

For our current Grade 5 parents, some secondary school principals have 
already advised me of their Open Days/Nights next year, so please 
note the following: 
Fairhills HS – Tuesday 20th March 
Scoresby SC – Wednesday 18th April 
Wantirna SC – Thursday 22nd March 
Boronia K-12 – Tuesday 27th March 
Further details will be communicated via the newsletter once known. 
 
CHOCOLATE DRIVE                                                                                       
Thank you to all the families who have participated in this fundraising 
drive. Please return all money from the chocolate sales to school as 
soon as possible. 
 
PREP ENROLMENTS FOR 2018                                                                              
Just a reminder that if you have a younger sibling ready to start 
school next year now is the time to drop the enrolment information into 
the office as preparations are being confirmed for the term 4 transi-
tion sessions. 
 
PLAYTIME ON WHOLE SCHOOL DAYS 
On some occasions, it is necessary to have the whole school play on the 
‘big side’ and when this happens, children are encouraged to play with 
their own age group.  There are more children and higher risk factors 
so we need to ensure safety, especially with the younger children.  
Teachers on yard duty will pay particular attention to those children 
playing football, soccer or other ball games and ensure the teams are 
age appropriate. 

 
 
August 
14th  Science Week 
  1/2 excursion 
  Prep excursion 
15th  Prep excursion 
16th  5/6 incursion 
  3/4 Hooptime 
  Science Stall 
17th  Science Stall 
18th  Science Stall 
  3/4 CFA visit 
23rd  Wakakirri 
25th  Curriculum Day 
28th  Father’s Day Stall 
31st  Father’s Day Stall 
 
 
 
TERM DATES FOR 2017 
 
 
TERM 3 
17th July - 22nd Sept 
 
TERM 4 
9th Oct - 22nd Dec  
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



SCIENCE WEEK  
TBPS is celebrating all things Science next week, from the 14th-18th August!  The theme of this 
week-long event is 'Future Earth', and students will be encouraged to imagine what our world, and 
their lives, will be like in 50 years’ time.  In addition to exploring this topic during Science classes, 
we will also be holding a Science Stall, which was very popular last year.  We are fortunate to have 
the support of Science Supply Australia (SSA), who are hosting the stall.  There will be an oppor-
tunity to purchase fun and educational Science related kits and toys, with 15% of all sales returning 
back to TBPS as fundraising for our Science program.  The Science Fair will be open in the Science 
Room from Wednesday 16th - Friday 18th August, in the morning from 8:30am - 9:00am, and in 
the afternoon from 3:00 - 3:40pm (the stall will not be open on Monday or Tuesday).  Purchases can 
be made by cash or card at the stall.  We kindly ask that any orders placed be paid for at the 
stall, or online via the SSA website (www.ssapl.com.au - simply 'Register' to create an account and 
remember to enter **The Basin PS Fundraiser** as the organisation name).  Please note that any 
queries regarding orders placed online should be forwarded to SSA directly.  My thanks to Helen 
Clark and Greg Oswald for organising the Science Week and Fair – such a valuable learning experi-
ence for the children and their families. 
DIGITAL LITERACY SCHOOL GRANTS 
Leigh Murphy and Helen Clarke prepared and submitted an application for a $50,000 Digital Literacy 
School Grant.  The Grants are designed to support teachers and students in embracing the digital 
age and in implementing the Australian Curriculum: Digital Technologies. This initiative seeks to help 
school principals and information and communication technology (ICT) leaders to embed the Australian 
Curriculum: Digital Technologies through a whole of school approach. 
The grants’ aim is to stimulate best practice models of implementation and student and teacher en-
gagement; sharing of ideas and experiences within and between schools; demonstration projects that 
can be used by other schools to implement the Australian Curriculum: Digital Technologies; and ways 
that leaders can inspire their teachers and students to extend their ICT learning across other learn-
ing areas. 
I thank Leigh and Helen for their commitment to this area of the curriculum and their excellent sub-
mission.  I will advise you of the outcome in due course – fingers crossed! 
PREP FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
The Prep teachers and the PFA have organised a special breakfast to celebrated Father’s Day on 
30th August starting at 8am. Due to the large number of Preps, the breakfast will be served in the 
children’s classrooms.  More details will be sent home with children. 
GRADES 4-6 SWIMMING 
The swimming program for grades 4-6 commenced this week and the feedback has been very posi-
tive.  It’s pleasing to know this program is running smoothly and attended by so many children.  It is 
so important for our children to learn to swim and learn about water safety.  Thanks to Dale Gold-
smith for his usual brilliant organisational bother before an =d during the program! 
WRITING 
TBPS has a strong focus on improving children’s writing.  We have engaged an expert in the field, 
Julie Shepherd, who will visit 10 classrooms to observe and assist and conduct 2 professional devel-
opment sessions with staff on the Seven Steps of Writing.  In a world of technology, the skill of 
writing has declined so it’s very important that we still implement a program to encourage children to 
write and write well.  Parents can help reinforce the importance of writing at home by demonstrating 
day-to-day writing, e.g. shopping lists, cards, letters, etc.      
SICKNESS 
We currently have quite a number of teachers and students quite sick and no doubt linked in in part 
to the very cold weather we experienced last week. Please do not send your children back to school 
until they have recovered as every day we are ringing parents to collect their children who are still 
unwell.  
STUDENT TEACHERS 
We have two student Teachers commencing next Monday for 5 weeks.  We welcome Amelia Sterling 
who will work in 4M with Kate Mitchell and Nikita D'Olivera who will work in 1M with Kristin Mac-
Donald.  I am pleased that our teachers are willing to help, develop and support student teachers 
from a number of universities. 
STUDENT PUNCTUALITY                                                                                      
We have observed an increasing number of students arriving at school late. We hope that this 
doesn’t become a habit as it is vital that students are here on time. Teachers outline the day’s 
events and mark attendance rolls first thing in the morning – a way we determine if everyone has 
arrived safely to school. 
 

Another recent trend has been the increase of children arriving at school before 8:45am. Whilst 
teachers are in the school at this time, they are here to plan and prepare the day’s lessons. We 
have an out of hours school care (OHSCLUB) for working families and this provision ensures the 
safety of children arriving to school early. Similarly, we appreciate that sometimes parents get held 
up with other responsibilities and may have difficulty picking their children at 3:30pm and hence we 
have a yard duty teacher on duty until 3:45pm.  
If you believe that you will be running very late to pick up your children, please ring our after school 
care providers and arrange for the care of your children - OSHCLUB contact number is 8564 9000. 
 
Graeme Russell 

http://www.ssapl.com.au


 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 
   
6th  Tyler Willoughby  
  Ewan Massie 
7th  Jacqueline Gribble 
8th  Alyssa D’Alanno 
9th  Oscar Robbins 
10th  Alex Huang 
11th  Brody Kerr  
  Aysah Burnside   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


