
OCTOBER 15th 

EDUCATION STATE 

Last week I attended a Principal briefing in regards to two important 

initiatives being introduced - the Victorian Curriculum (to begin next 

year) and the Government’s commitment to establishing Victoria as the 

Education State. These initiatives are about a public guarantee of edu-

cational excellence and opportunity in every community and improving 

outcomes for every student, in every classroom, in every school and in 

all communities.  The Victorian Government has developed new targets to 

measure the success of the school system as a whole; including the fun-

damentals of literacy, numeracy and scientific literacy, but extend-

ing well beyond them to also cover excellence in the arts, critical 

and creative thinking, physical activity and resilience. They are also fo-

cusing on breaking the link between disadvantage and achievement, and 

retaining more students in education. These targets will also cover pride 

and confidence in Victorian government schools.  

High-impact, evidence-based initiatives associated with the four state-

wide priorities of Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Professional 

Leadership, Positive Climate for Learning and Community Engagement in 

Learning have been identified to assist schools in improving student out-

comes. One document distributed (Taking Action in 2015) suggests “The 

school improvement process supports schools in determining the priorities 

and initiatives they focus on. One way to do this and to support the 

strategic implementation process would be to: establish a school im-

provement team, develop a whole-school professional learning focus, have 

opportunities for sharing learning within and across schools and communi-

ties” (p. 4).   Acknowledging many of the strategies suggested are al-

ready in place at TBPS, before the end of this year our Leadership 

Team will determine the priorities and initiatives that will have the high-

est impact, develop a draft AIP (Annual Implementation Plan) that will 

include the school improvement priorities and initiatives to be implement-

ed.  The distribution of “Gonski” funding was also explained on the day 

(with school allocations available at  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/

about/educationstate/Pages/schoolbudget.aspx) with TBPS to receive an 

additional $33,000 “equity funding;” with an overall $566 million being 

distributed to schools based on social disadvantage including 11,500 sec-

ondary school students receiving a $2,000 “catch up” loading (determined 

by Level 5 NAPLAN results). Ultimately it is great to see better funding 

in Victoria with more expenditure on school education.  

October 

15th 1C, 1M & 1W 

Mont De Lancy Exc. 

Grades 3,4,5 & 6 Hands 

on Science Incursions 

19th School Council  

20th 5/6 Sport 

22nd 5S/6H Firesafety  

29th 5/6R & 5/6C 

Firesafety 

 

November  

2nd Curriculum Day 

3rd Cup Day 

6th Gr 6 Metro Trains  

11th - 13th 3/4 Camp 

16th-20th 5/6 Camp 

23rd School Council 

30th 2016 Swimming 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2015 

 

TERM 4 

5th Oct—18th December 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



CURRICULUM DAY 2nd NOVEMBER                                                                       

Parents are reminded that our next and last Pupil Free Curriculum Day for the year is on Monday 

2nd November. The Melbourne Cup public holiday falls on the Tuesday 3rd November so school will 

resume in that week on Wednesday 4th November. 

2016 STUDENT DEPARTURES                                                                               

To assist our 2016 planning we would like to hear from families who are moving and their children not 

returning to The Basin PS  next year. If you are leaving our school (excluding Year 6 graduates) and 

have not yet informed the office, please let us know as soon as possible.   

COUNTRY FAIR – SATURDAY 24TH OCTOBER                                                           

Our Country Fair is just over a week away.  We have received a great many offers of help but we 

need more so could the Volunteer forms distributed last week please be return ASAP? This Country 

Fair is a parent organised event and the organising committee led by Marquita Telford have worked 

tirelessly for most of the year to ensure this community event is a success. Fingers crossed the 

weather prediction is favourable. We anticipate many visitors and parking mayhem so parking in side 

streets and walking into the school maybe a better option for our school community. A key feature 

of this event is the community links that will see The Basin Community House, kinders, guide & 

scouts, our own CFA and SES services and others being involved.  

STUDENT PLACEMENT REQUESTS                                                                        

Determining class placements is a complex task where staff members undertake a considerable pro-

cess to ensure that the best possible placement is made to meet each student's educational needs. 

Factors that we take into consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement, 

personal / interpersonal development, friendship groups, learning styles, gender balance and other 

individual learning needs. It is important to understand that with so many factors to consider it is 

not possible to accommodate every request. If you have any information based upon education 

grounds that should be considered in relation to the placement of your child it need to be sent to me 

in writing by FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER.  As situations change, previous requests should be resubmit-

ted if the reason still exists. After this date, new information may not be considered. Parents will 

be notified of placements in Student Reports when they are sent home in the last week of term. 

2016 PREP TRANSITION                                                                                    

Last Tuesday’s first transition session for our new Prep children was very successful with all four 

teachers commenting after the event that the children had enjoyed their teddy bear picnic and were 

ready to start now! All teachers also commented on what a lovely group of children are coming to 

TBPS. The 11:30am start was little hectic and noisy with 83 (mostly) excited children arriving with 

their parents. Next year we’ll need to purchase a megaphone!  The second transition day is on Tues-

day 10th November. 

MODULAR BUILDING COMING                                                                               

As our enrolment grows and in preparation for next year the Education Department has arranged for 

a Modular 2 x classroom building to be delivered and installed next month. Some older native trees 

will be removed for this to occur. It will be positioned on the driveway side of the Grade 1/2 build-

ing straddling the path into Jill’s Stock and Chris Donaldson’s classroom. With upgrade works com-

mencing next year the existing old Grade 1/2 building will be replaced with two new modular buildings 

(4 classrooms). The grand plan is to have all 6 classrooms strategically placed in a C shape creating a 

middle area between them which will be enclosed creating a gallery space similar to the new Grade 

5/6 building.  

REGIONAL ATHLETICS                                                                                     

Today we have 12 students representing our school at the Regional Athletics Carnival, which involved 

students from the outer eastern suburbs of Melbourne and from all sectors including Government, 

Catholic and Independent schools. These students earned this opportunity through finishing in the top 

2 places at the Divisional level. We wish them every success today. 



IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS – CODE RED DAYS                                                 

All Victorian schools and education and care children services included on the 2015-2016 BARR 

(Bushfires At Risk Registry) are required to close on declared CODE RED days in their Bureau of 

Meteorology district. Inclusion on the BARR enables facilities to provide staff, children and parents 

with certainty about what will happen on declared CODE RED days. The Basin PS is on this registry. 

Could I ask all parents to ensure we have your current mobile number as we use an SMS messaging 

system to notify you of CODE RED days? As we receive more detailed information from the Educa-

tion Department we’ll pass that on to families. 

SIGNING IN & OUT                                                                                           

I would remind parents to sign your child in at the office if they are late to school (after 9:10am) 

and if you collect them early. This is a standard policy of the Department of Education and essen-

tial, especially in the case of an emergency when all people on our site must be accounted for.  

 

Graeme Russell 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apple Man 

Friday 23rd October is the next apple de-

livery.  If you wish to place an order 

please make sure your order and money 

are handed into the office by 9am on Fri-

day. Pink Ladies, Royal Gala, Granny 

Smith all apples $10 per 5kg bag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

11th  Jack Ellicott 

12th  Abby Clark    

  Shaun Dinter    

  Ben Gill     

  Gemma Hargrave   

  Tamara Johnson 

13th  Martha Bone   

  Jack Watt 

14th  Kade Terure 

15th  Charlotte Nicholls   

  Isla Crowhurst 

16th  Hayden Montell   

  Travis Hillier    

  Claire Dobson 

17th  Charlotte Dobson 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


