
JULY 20th 

WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to Term 3!  I trust all families had some relaxing 
family time during the school holidays or were able to take a break 
somewhere warmer.  The holidays also provide an opportunity for 
some special time to ensure we have a good work/life balance. Term 
3 is now under way and our students have stepped back into the rou-
tine as if they hadn’t missed a day. The school itself is looking great 
thanks to the efforts of Matt Dalton our maintenance man. If you 
have visited he Prep courtyard Matt has painted an impressive al-
phabet snake. 
 
STAFF NEWS 
We have a couple of staff members still not back at school this 
term due to Long Service Leave so we have a couple of regular Casu-
al Relief Teachers (CRTs) in the school this week. Jill Horton is at-
tending a family wedding overseas this week and is replaced by Ja-
net Watts.  Jess Leach is on a family trip to Europe for the next 
four weeks and is replaced by Jen Rennie. We are also welcoming 
back Kristen Conrau who will take 4 x Prep art lessons every second 
Friday starting next week. 
 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Interviews are being conducted on Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 
26th July. The online booking process was distributed to students on 
Tuesday. Parents requiring help with the booking system can seek 
help from our office staff. 
 
BUILDING UPGRADE 
The Tender process has now closed regarding our building upgrade.  
During the holidays I had several builders meet with me and take a 
tour of our current facilities.  The architect engaged for the pro-
ject will make a recommendation with respect to Builders to the Pro-
ject Team and then the team will advise the Department of Educa-
tion of the preferred Builder.  Once the builders are appointed, we 
expect the project to commence as soon as possible.  I will keep you 
informed of the start date, once known. 
 
STATE CROSS COUNTRY  
Tomorrow Zarah Smith is competing in the State Cross Country 
event at Bundoora Park. We congratulate Zarah on reaching this 
elite level of competition and wish her well. 

 
July  
20th State X Country 
24th Chocolate Drive 
25th Parent/Teacher Int 
26th Parent/Teacher Int 
      5/6 Hooptime 
      Prep Funfit Incursio 
31st Prep 100 days of    
 school 
 
August 
1st Prep-1 hot lunch day 
2nd 5 & 6 hot lunch day 
3rd 2,3,4 hot lunch day 
 5/6 district b’ball 
7th 4/5/6 swimming 
14th  Science Week 
  1/2 excursion 
  Prep excursion 
15th  Prep excursion 
16th  5/6 incursion 
  3/4 Hooptime 
  Science Stall 
17th  Science Stall 
18th  Science Stall 
  3/4 CFA visit 
23rd  Wakakirri 
25th  Curriculum Day 
28th  Father’s Day Stall 
31st  Father’s Day Stall 
 
 
 
TERM DATES FOR 2017 
 
 
TERM 3 
17th July - 22nd Sept 
 
TERM 4 
9th Oct - 22nd Dec  
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



PFA CHOCOLATE DRIVE 
On Monday 24th July, children whose families who have not taken the op-out decision (op-out notices were 
sent home on Tuesday) will be given a box of chocolates to sell.  All monies raised will go towards a PFA 
room.  Please help your child sell the chocolates to family and friends or at your work place, as this fund-
raiser will help our school immensely.  
 
ONE TREE PER CHILD 
One Tree Per Child is a local government initiative, encouraging primary aged children to engage with the 
environment. The Basin PS was invited to participate in the program and on Friday 28th July we will take 
50 students to the George Grumont Reserve in The Basin. The students will be introduced to local native 
flora by a guide and plant 525 seedlings, one tree per student at our school. A kit will then be provided to 
the school to encourage students to return, measure and check on the growth their tree promoting owner-
ship.  
 
CURRICULUM DAY 
Some advanced notice for parents – the next pupil-free day is Friday 25 August.  All staff will be updating 
their First Aid qualifications on this day. 
 
RESILIENCE 
Research shows that resilience can be nurtured and developed, particularly when parents themselves are 
resilient and they actively foster it in their kids: 

 
Resilience is the ability to cope and ‘bounce back’ after encountering negative events, difficult situa-
tions or adversity and to return to almost the same level of emotional wellbeing. It is also the capacity 
to respond adaptively to difficult circumstances and still thrive. Young people who encounter difficult 
or challenging situations can learn from them and become stronger. Young people will always need the 
personal skills and attitudes to help them to bounce back. Everyone encounters everyday challenges 
such as making mistakes, falling out with a friend, moving to a new school or losing in a sports competi-
tion. Many young people will also face more serious challenges such as adapting to a step-family, the ill-
ness or death of a family member, or being bullied. Resilience helps young people to navigate through 
life and is an important aspect of adolescent development. When young people are resilient they are 
able to cope reasonably well with difficult situations and things that go wrong and then ‘bounce back’.   
(Teaching Resilience, Helping Kids Bounce Back: http://www.bounceback.com.au/articles) 

 
Best of luck to students and adults alike this term as we face our challenges and strive for success. 
 
IS THERE A BETTER TIME OF THE YEAR TO CURL UP WITH A GOOD BOOK? 
With winter firmly taking hold, now is a great time of the year to encourage children to read. Research has 
proven that reading is the key to a good education and those children that read for 60 minutes a day or 
more will usually find themselves performing extremely well at school. Of course, we do our part and pro-
vide independent reading sessions, shared reading, guided reading and reciprocal reading activities with our 
students, not to mention the incidental reading that occurs during most tasks, be that online or in print. Of 
course, we expect every student to read at home as well, but we want them to choose the texts that inter-
est them. I would encourage every TBPS child to read for 20-30 minutes a day at home, to ensure they are 
giving themselves every opportunity to succeed. 
 
RECORDING STUDENT ABSENCES ON COMPASS 
Hopefully by now all parents have accessed their child(rens) mid-term reports on COMPASS. Par-
ents are reminded that all absences need to be recorded on COMPASS and parents must provide 
an explanation for all late arrivals, early departures and whole day absences.   

http://www.bounceback.com.au/articles


WAKAKIRRI  
Wakakirri is an Australian national story sharing festival for primary schools that was estab-
lished in 1992 and is Australia’s largest arts challenge for schools involving over 20,000 students 
in every state and territory. Wakakirri is a word from the Aboriginal Wangaaypuwan people 
meaning, "to dance". Wakakirri encourages students to learn through the creation and sharing of 
stories. Students can tell stories through a range of arts mediums (dance, singing, writing, tell-
ing, film and photography), sharing them both live and online. Schools can tell any story they wish 
and are limited only by imagination. Stories can be about people, culture, environment, relation-
ships or history. Stories can have humour, adventure, love and/or drama. Sustainable approaches 
must be employed to all stages of creation, including the creation of any props, sets and cos-
tumes.  
On Wednesday 23rd August, our Grade 5/6 Wakakirri team will compete in their heat at the 
Frankston Arts Centre. Over the past 6 years in this competition, we have progressed through to 
the State Finals and on two occasions winning an award. It is a wonderful experience for our sen-
ior students especially our Grade 6s who leave us at the end of the year. 
 
Over the holidays, Colin Hartley has held several practice sessions starting this year’s dance per-
formance and it is looking better with every practice. I wish to acknowledge Colin’s dedication 
and commitment to this program.  
 
EXTRA CURRICULAR EVENTS AND ACTIVITES 
We can sometimes undervalue and take for granted both schools, staff and parents efforts in 
providing extra opportunities for the children at The Basin PS. I wish to acknowledge those who 
organise and deliver the many additional extracurricular activities for our students. Here is a list 
of these activities -  
 The Chess Club and the Garden Club 
 Lunchtime dance sessions for children in grade 3-6 
 Sporting events – Visiting sporting clinics provided by various sporting bodies, House Cross 

Country, Twilight Sports, District Athletic and Cross Country events, summer and winter 
sports, Hooptime basketball, early morning start program, etc. 

 Instrumental Music lessons 
 Education Week activities – Grandparents Day and the assembly. 
 Mother’s and Father’s Day stall 
 Our special Prep Mothers and Father’s day events 
 Junior School Council meetings and fundraising events 
 Our Bi-annual whole school concert where every child performs on stage. 
 Involvement in local dance competitions 
 Annual Wakakirri dance event and local Dance Fair competition 
 The fortnightly Prep / Grade 5/6 Buddy activities 
 Special educational visits from the CFA and Police 
 Our camping program from Grade 2-6  
 
 
Graeme Russell 
Principal 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Apples  
 

 
 
Friday 9th June is the next apple delivery. 
If you wish to place an order please make 
sure your order and money are handed into 
the office by 9am on Friday.  
Pink Ladies, Royal Gala, Granny Smith all 
apples $10  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PFA News - Fish and Chip Days 
 

Coming soon – a favourite with the children – 
fish and chips for lunch!   
Fish and chips will be delivered to the chil-
dren over three days: 
 
    Tuesday 1st August for Years Prep & 1 
   Wednesday 2nd August for Years 5 & 6 
   Thursday 3rd August for Years 2, 3 & 4 
 
Order forms will be sent home with children 
today or tomorrow.  Orders must be re-
turned with money by Wednesday 26th Ju-
ly.  We will also be asking for parent helpers 
to deliver fish and chips to class-
rooms.  Make sure your orders are in on 
time, as food will need to be pre or-
dered.  Late orders may not be able to be 
filled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 
    
18th  Tyler Van Nugteren 
19th  Willem Bone 
20th  Ruthvika Pathipati 
21st  Caitlynn Garner 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


