
21st August 

ROBIN WILLIAMS - A CHALLENGING STUDENT by Cory Pearce 

Like many I was sad to learn about the passing of Robin Williams last 

week! His energy, personality and flair would have certainly been a chal-

lenging combination in a classroom as his teachers worked to try and 

harness, direct and mould his exuberance. 

 

Schools offer many things for many different types of people and alt-

hough it was not for example the Maths or the Science that he learned 

whilst at school that led to his overwhelming success in life, the complex 

and complicated environment of a school did allow him access to learn 

valuable lessons that contributed to his success. 

 

Schools provide students with a miniature version of society, full of dif-

ferent personalities and social constructs that give students an oppor-

tunity to make sense of the world and their place in it with the fall-

back safety of teachers who will help guide them and provide support.  

 

It was within this context that Robin Williams would have begun learning 

about people and what made them happy and how he could receive posi-

tive feedback from them in response to his behaviour; what worked and 

didn’t work in terms of eliciting the response he was after. I imagine 

that school for him provided the opportunity to ‘study people’ as an add-

ed extra to being able to study the more traditional subject areas like 

learning to read, write and be numerate that are all important for eve-

ryday life. He will be missed! 

 

WAKAKIRRI FEEDBACK 

If you haven’t seen our Wakakirri Dance routine it is currently featured 

on the Wakakirri site as part of the Wakakirri TV program. Fingers 

crossed we are selected to perform at the State Final! During the week 

we were thrilled to receive a glowing acknowledgment from the Principal 

of Lilydale West PS whose school also competed in the same heat. Wen-

dy Bartsch was very impressed with our dance and thought all of it was 

great - the theme, the music and the students. She went on to say that 

it made her shed a tear or two. Wendy's praise is also significant as 

she was an excellent music and performing arts teacher for many years. 

Nice to get that feedback from an independent source! 

 

AUGUST 

21st 3/4/5/6 hot lunch 

22nd Book Character Day 

27th Prep excursion to 

Chesterfield Farm 

 

SEPTEMBER 

5th Summer Sport Round 

15th School Council 

19th Last Day of Term 

 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2014 

 

TERM 3 

 14th July - 

 19th September 

TERM 4 

 6th October - 

 19th December 

 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



LITERACY LAB                                                                                               

Following a visit to Dandenong North PS last year we introduced a modified version of their success-

ful Literature support program. We introduced this program in Grades 1&2 at the start of the year, 

next a group from the Grades 3&4 and this term the Preps. We also run a slightly different program 

for a handful of students in Grades 5&6. Students requiring English support in reading, writing and 

word study are identified and attend a half hour session on a daily basis. As the children achieve 

the targets we set, they are replaced by new children. Currently there are 44 students in this pro-

gram from Prep to Grade 4. The great news is that eighteen of these children have jumped up to 

three reading levels and the remaining 26 have jumped between 3 and 7 levels. I wish to sincerely 

acknowledge Lauren Wite who coordinates this program, Rani Lutwyche, Claire Keltie, Jenny Beale 

and Kylie Cribb who are the amazing people who have assisted these students to achieve great re-

sults which includes a positive attitude to reading. 

2015 PREP NUMBERS                                                                                           

If you know of anyone who does live close to our school who has not yet enrolled for 2015 please 

give them a gentle reminder to do so immediately as it may potentially impact on the teacher num-

bers we require to work in our school. 

‘A STORY TO ENJOY’ 

While working for an organization that delivers lunches to elderly, a mother used to take her 4-year

-old daughter on her afternoon rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by the various appliances of old 

age, particularly the canes, walkers and wheelchairs. One day the mother found the little girl staring 

at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As the mother braced herself for the inevitable barrage 

of questions, the little girl merely turned and whispered, 'The tooth fairy will never believe this!' 

 

Graeme Russell 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The apple man is back!!! 

Friday 29th August is the next delivery. 

$10.00 per bag for Royal Gala, Golden 

Delicious, Granny Smith and Pink Ladies.  

If you  wish to place an order please send 

your order and money to the office by 

9.30 on the Friday morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daffodil Day  

Raising money for Cancer Council 
 

Friday 22nd August is Daffodil day. 

Throughout the week commencing Monday 

18th August students from the Junior 

School Council will be coming around to all 

the classes during lunch eating time to sell 

merchandise. If you wish to support this 

charity, please send some money to school 

with your child to purchase some merchan-

dise such as badges, bracelets etc. All 

money raised will go to the Cancer Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 

19th  Charlie Morris 

22nd  Amber Kleijn 

23rd  Laura Fyfe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY MORNING START 

Dear Parents,  

Due to our Book Week Dress Up Day on 

Friday 22nd August there will be no Early 

Morning Start this week. We look forward 

to seeing you bright and early the follow-

ing Friday.  

Thanking you,  

Amy Hillier, Jess Leach and           

Melissa Richardson 
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