
UPCOMING DATES 
 

November 27—29 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

December 2—13   

Prep—Grade1 & 2  

Swimming Program  
 

Wednesday December 4 

School Carols on the Oval 

5:30pm—7:00pm 
 

Friday December 6 

5/6 STEAM Presentation Day 

State Future Stars (5/6) B’ball 
 

Saturday December 7 

The Basin CFA Carols at The  

Triangle. Glee Club and Mr 

Hartley to Perform.  

 

Tuesday December 10 

Gr 6-7 Secondary School      

Transition Day 

2025 Class Transitions 

 

Thursday December 19 

1:30pm School Finishes

 9762 1256 

 Mountain Highway The Basin 3154  

 the.basin.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 https://www.thebasinps.vic.edu.au 

November 28, 2024 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

 

In the last fortnight I have been fortunate enough to attend both the Grade 3 

camp at Phillip Island and the Grade 4 camp at Camp Adanac. Among other 

things, camps are a great way for students to continue to develop                   

independence and resilience and this was evidenced this week as students    

undertook a range of outdoor activities which challenged them in different 

ways. I am extremely proud that we have been able to offer our camp program 

this year and acknowledge the work of the staff and parents who have allowed 

us to continue these opportunities for our students.  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP  

This year we had 25 students who were seeking to be elected School Captains. 

Each student prepared and presented speeches to students from Grade 4 and 

5. Once the speeches were completed the 

students voted to elect the 2025 School 

Captains. Staff then were asked for input 

and to endorse the selections. It is our 

pleasure to announce that Sophie R, Kobe 

C, Indi H and Madeline J will be the School 

Captains for 2025.  
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PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2024 

You will notice on your Newsfeed under Course Confirmation that the 2025 Parent Payments are now        

available to be paid on Compass.  A big thank you to those families who have already paid.  

This year as we endeavour to keep the cost of schooling down as well as cut down on excess books we are 

changing our book packs. Parents are no longer required to collect a book pack from the office. We are going 

to  order bulk supplies of all of the stationery requirements and they will be handed out to the students by the 

classroom teacher in 2025. By doing this we are able to reduce the amount of supplies that we need to order 

and subsequently this has meant that we have been able to keep our school contributions at the same cost as 

2024. 

Thank you for your vital contribution to our voluntary 

levies.  Without your contributions we would not be 

able to offer our extensive and diverse learning pro-

grams, purchase the excellent resources we have and     

improve our facilities to the level that we do. 

If you have any further queries please contact the school office. 

 

CLASS PLACEMENT FORMS FOR 2025  

As we move towards the end of the 2024 school year staff have been working on the process of creating 

grades for the 2025 school year.  Whilst this sounds like a straightforward task, creating grades is a complex 

process which takes much time and effort.   

What factors are considered when making grades? 

The objective of making classes is to ensure they are as balanced as possible.  Factors that teachers and princi-

pal staff consider are learning needs, behaviour, gender, learning and social networks, social and emotional      

maturity, class placements in previous years, opportunity for students to broaden their friendship groups and 

family situations (eg. twins, cousins, siblings). 

Why has my child not been placed with one of their four nominated friends? 

All children are placed with at least one of their four nominated friends.  While this question is often asked, 

when the handwritten forms of the students are checked it proves that a mistake was not made.  Quite often 

students forget who they selected or inform their parents they have not been placed with at least one friend 

when in fact they have.   

Why haven’t my requests been approved?  

All family requests are seriously considered and recorded. At times, family requests can be conflicting with    

another family’s request, to the student’s requests, or from the professional opinion of the teacher.  

When I get my child’s class placement, can I request that it be changed?  

The class placements are considered final. Changes are not made due to the fact they cause a chain reaction 

and impact on the class balance. We consider the learning and wellbeing of each individual during the       

placement process and families must realise their child is part of a complex equation in school placements. If 

the school has made an obvious error, a change may be made. 
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How can I help my child during this process?  

Families can help by supporting the informed decisions of the staff and ensuring all conversations with 

their children are positive and encouraging.  Hold a conversation with your child and discuss who would 

be suitable to list as 5 possible classmates in 2025. 

 

PARENT AND CARER SCHOOL SAVING BONUS CODE DISTRIBUTION  

The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus – a one-off $400 support for government 
school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025. 

From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of Education with your 
unique $400 School Saving Bonus code. 

The School Saving Bonus will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks, excursions, activities and 
more. 

If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you will receive one 
School Saving Bonus code email per child. These emails might arrive on  different days. Please make sure 
to check your spam/junk email folder. 

Parents and carers can use the School Saving Bonus code in store at school-nominated   suppliers. Parents 
and carers can also choose to access the School Saving Bonus online    system, where they can allocate 
part or all the $400 bonus to use at school nominated-online suppliers or for school activities.  To learn 
more about the School Saving Bonus, visit School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au (www.vic.gov.au). A step-by-
step user guide will be available on the webpage on 
26 November.   

If you have not received your School Saving Bonus 

code via email by Friday 29 November, please contact 

the Department of Education by emailing 

school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au 

 

END OF YEAR  

The school year will finish for students on Thursday 

December 19 at 1:30pm. A whole school assembly 

will be held on the oval (weather dependant) on the 

final day starting at 12:45pm. We encourage all     

families to attend the assembly as we farewell the 

Grade 6 students.  

Have a great week, take care 

David Orlandi 
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ADULTS APPROACHING STUDENTS 

A reminder to all parents that we strongly encourage you to speak to class teachers when an issue or   
concern arises that relates directly to something that has happened in the classroom/playground.         
Unfortunately in the past few weeks we have had a number of instances where parents have approached 
students to discuss concerns. Parents must never address an issue with another child, nor approach the 
parents/carers of the other child/ren. Students being confronted by an adult other than a staff member 
is quite distressing. The matter must be dealt with in the first instance, through the class teacher and 
where     required, leadership.  

 

Sometimes, what has happened or been said in the classroom/playground is taken out of context or is 
exaggerated; or both sides of the issue are not presented.  When such matters are discussed widely, or 
when passing information from one party to another, the facts can often be distorted and inaccurate. If 
an incident occurs at school and has been dealt with at school, it should be left as a school issue and 
should not be discussed outside of the group of people it directly involves. 

 

Parents are welcome to discuss an incident with the class teacher who has dealt with it for further         
information or clarification.  How-
ever, I reiterate, due to confidenti-
ality, the matter should not be         
discussed with other parents in the 
school community.  Parents may 
sometimes not agree with the way 
a staff member deals with a       
classroom / playground incident    
between two or more children. 
Staff manage situations often based 
on the best information they have 
possession of at the time. At The 
Basin PS we are working with       
students to action solutions to     
issues which arise around learning, 
friendships and disputes, and I 
think parents would agree this is a 
lifelong skill which requires building 
strategies and unconditional       
support. 

 

I encourage communication and a 
great deal of patience and             
understanding with our approach 
to managing issues. I can’t           
emphasise enough the importance 
of good parent—teacher              
communication — it is much easier 
to solve problems, feel reassured 
and be confident in what is         
happening in the classroom when 
there are open channels of         



The PFA have organised Dessert Trucks and Raffle which will be drawn on the night. 

Ice Cream truck, Fairy Floss/Popcorn and Donuts will all be available for purchase on the night. 
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On Wednesday 27th November, Oliver attended the 2024 Victorian Schools 
Junior Primary State Final. Held at Doncaster Gardens Primary School with a 
field of 110 competitors Oliver did a wonderful job representing The Basin 
PS. In an  incredibly strong competition Oliver was able to pick up a couple 

of wins throughout the day and should be very proud of his efforts.  

Congratulations Oliver!! 






















