
IMPORTANT DATES
 2026 School Dates 

Term 1
January 28  – April 2th nd

Term 2
April 20   – June 26th th

Term 3
July 13  – Sept 18  th th

Term 4
Oct 5  – Dec 18  th th

2026 CALENDAR DATES 

Monday 16  February th

Parent - Teacher Interviews
2pm to 6:30pm

Tuesday 17  February th

Gr 4 Lets Grow Incursion

Thursday 19  February th

District Swimming 
Prep Fun Night
5pm to 6:30pm

Friday 20  Februaryth

Prep Incursion

February 23 - March 15
Smile Squad Dental

23  - 27  Februaryrd th

African Drumming Program

Tuesday 24  Februaryth

Grade 4 Kids Helpline Incursion

Friday 27  Februaryth

No Assembly
African Drumming presentation

assembly @ 1:15pm

The Basin
Primary School

Newsletter

Term 1 Thursday 12th Janurary
NO. 2 - 2026
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It has been so pleasing to spend time around the school over the
last few weeks. The students have settled into their new
classrooms and are well into the routines of their new rooms. The
classrooms have been focussing on setting up the learning
environment and expectations for the year which set the students
up for success. It has been a positive start to the year and
feedback from students, parents and staff reflect this. It has
been great to have the opportunity to spend time in some of the
classrooms and getting to know the students. It is these
opportunities to sit and work with the students that you truly
appreciate the amazingly diverse skill set that our students have. 
 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
We have set aside very important time for ‘Parent/Teacher
Getting to Know You Interviews’ on Monday February 16. These
meetings provide a timely opportunity for our teaching staff to
form an effective partnership with each child’s family. Working in
partnership and having consistent expectations between home
and school leads to better outcomes for our students. The
Interviews are strictly 10 minutes and will be held in your child’s
classroom. If work commitments prevent families from attending
onsite for these discussions, an online option will be provided. The
bookings for interviews are now open and can be booked online
through the Compass app. 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIIBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+2&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIJBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+3&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIaRAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+4&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIaBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3


VISITING PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSE 
Nicole Joyce, a Visiting Primary School Nurse from the
Department of Education, will be attending the school to
conduct Prep/Foundation student health screening
assessments and to see children in Grades 1-6 as requested
by teachers and parent/guardians (only with parental consent).

The purpose of the visit is to provide all Victorian school entry
aged children with the opportunity to have a health screening
assessment, to link children, families and schools to services
available in the community, and to provide information and
advice about children’s health and wellbeing.

If you require any information please contact Donna Krenn
through the office. 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS (WWCC)         
We encourage and value parental and community support at
The Basin Primary School. There are many ways that parents,
grandparents and friends can assist at our school. We
encourage all parents to obtain a Working with Children’s
Check that will allow you to be very involved in your child’s
education. These checks are free for volunteers and will allow
you to be involved as many school events as you require. Once
you have your WWCC, please come to the office so we can
photocopy this and we will add your name to our list of
parents who have a current WWCC check.

To apply click on the link below.

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
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2  - 4  Marchnd th

Grade 6 Camp - Phillip Island

5  - 6  March th th

First Aid in Schools

Monday 9  March th

LABOUR DAY (Public Holiday)

Tuesday 10  March th

Division Swimming

16  - 18  Marchth th

Grade 5 Camp - Cave Hill Creek

Tuesday 17  March th

Grade 4 - Health Activity Day

Thursday 19  March th

Grade 3 Incursion 

 Tuesday 24  Marchth

Grade 5
Boronia K-12 Discovery Day

Sunday 22  March nd

The Basin Music Festival 
School Performance @ 10:30am

Thursday 26  Marchth

Harmony Day

Friday 27  March th

Curriculum Day
(NO SCHOOL)

Saturday 28  March th

Knox Festival 
School Performance @ 12pm

Tuesday 31  March st

VSSS Mass Hub Rehearsal 1
Regional Swimming 

 Friday 2  Aprilnd

House Cross Country
Term ends 2:30pm

Monday 20  Aprilth

Term 2 Begins

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
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Supporting Children Who Are Finding School Challenging

It’s normal for children to experience worries, tiredness, or emotional ups and downs,
particularly early in the year.

You can support your child by:
Acknowledging their feelings and letting them know it’s okay to feel worried or unsure.
Focusing on small successes, such as trying something new, seperating easily or joining in
an activity.
Problem-solving together, asking what part of the day feels tricky and discussing simple
strategies.
Communicating with teachers early if concerns arise — working together helps ensure
consistent support.
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STA‌RTING
SCHOOL‌

STA‌RTING
SCHOOL‌

S U P P O R T I N G  A  P O S I T I V E  B E G I N N I N G
The beginning of the school year is an exciting time, but it can also bring big
emotions for children and families. Whether students are starting primary
school for the first time or settling into a new year level, transitions take

time. With the right support, children can build confidence, resilience, and a
positive connection to school.

Helping Children Settle at the Start of School

A calm and confident start can make a big difference.
Prepare and talk positively about school routines, teachers, and activities.
Establish consistent routines for mornings, afternoons, and bedtimes to help children feel
secure.
Encourage independence, such as managing lunchboxes, bags, and hats.
Keep goodbyes short and reassuring — a confident farewell helps children settle more quickly.

Children often take emotional cues from adults, so staying calm and positive helps them feel safe.

A Gentle Reminder
Starting school is a journey, not a single day. Every child settles at their

own pace. With patience, routines, open communication, and a strong
partnership between home and school, children are supported to feel

safe, confident, and ready to learn.
If you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing or adjustment,

please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.



Talking About the School Day
At Home

Many children find it hard to answer, “How was your
day?” Try more specific, open-ended questions instead:

“What was the best part of your day?”
“Who did you play or work with today?”

“What was something new or interesting you
learned?”

“Was there anything that felt tricky today?”

These conversations are often most successful during
relaxed moments such as car rides, meal times, or while

doing an activity together.
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For A Smooth Start to School
Keep mornings calm and predictable
Say goodbye confidently and avoid lingering
Talk positively about school and friendships
Listen to worries without rushing to fix them
Celebrate effort, not just achievements
Ask specific questions about the school day

Supporting Your Child at School
Stick to regular sleep and morning routines
Practise independence (lunchboxes, bags, uniforms)
Acknowledge big feelings — they’re part of learning
Focus on what went well each day
Stay connected with your child’s teacher

For Talking About the School Day
Ask “What made you smile today?”
Chat during relaxed moments (car rides, dinner)
Share something about your day first
Be patient — some days kids need time
Listen more than you talkQU
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Parent Information Session
for Prep to Grade 2 Families
We value our partnership with families in nurturing both strong reading skills and
a genuine love of books. Reading at home should be positive, encouraging and
pressure-free. Every child develops at their own pace, and we are here to support
both you and your child.

This session will build your understanding of how early reading develops and
provide practical ways to support your child with confidence at home.

In this session with Assistant Principal Alec Baroni, you will learn about:

How children learn to read through phonics and blending
The purpose of the two types of books your child brings home: 

       decodable texts and levelled authentic texts
What early reading progress looks like, including common ups and downs
Why re-reading and making mistakes are a normal part of learning to read
Simple, practical strategies to support reading at home
Ways to support children who feel tired or reluctant to read

Supporting Young
Readers at Home

The Basin Primary School

In-Person Session:
Wednesday, 18 February 2026
9:15am - 10:00am
Location: The Basin Primary School - Staff Room (Admin Building) 

Online Session (repeat of in-person content):
Friday, 20 February 2026
5:15pm - 6:00pm
Click here to join the session at 5:15pm via Webex

No registration required

https://eduvic.webex.com/eduvic/j.php?MTID=m8e237c02946dbdd5d4ea06d1a7ba2799


We are delighted to officially
welcome our Prep families and
learners to The Basin Primary

School community! The first couple
of weeks of school have been a

busy and exciting time for our Prep
students, filled with new
experiences, moments of

uncertainty, a little fatigue and
most importantly lots of happiness
as they have settled into school life

so beautifully.
The Prep teachers have been
incredibly impressed with how
confidently the children have

embraced classroom routines and
adapted to the school environment

and we couldn’t be prouder of
their efforts. A big thank you to

our families for preparing the
children so well… your support has
helped make this transition such a
positive experience for everyone.
We look forward to their learning

journey for the year ahead! 
Please enjoy these photos of our

adorable Preppies!
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Welcome Preps‌Welcome Preps‌
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WHAT’S ON IN SPECIALISTS
DURING TERM ONE

WHAT’S ON IN SPECIALISTS
DURING TERM ONE

This term in the art room, students from
Prep to Grade 6 are learning all about
the art element of colour. We’ll be
learning all about colour theory –
exploring how colours mix, what they’re
called, how to create colour harmonies,
and how different colours can influence
our emotions when we respond to and
interpret artworks. There will be plenty
of hands-on experimenting as students
build their confidence using colour in
creative and thoughtful ways.

Along the way, students will be
introduced to a range of artists from
throughout history who have used colour
in unique and expressive ways. Inspired
by these artists, students will be
creating their own paintings while
exploring a variety of techniques and
processes. It’s shaping up to be a
colourful, creative, and very exciting
term in the art room. Can’t wait to see
what we create!

Mrs. A

IN ARTIN ART

Term 1 in the Library has begun with great
excitement. It’s been wonderful to see
students borrowing lots of books for their
classroom book boxes and choosing
favourites to enjoy at home.

Classes have kicked off with fun ‘getting to
know you’ activities, with many students
enjoying the making corner bookmarks. As
the term continues across the levels, we will
explore friendship, celebrate Chinese New
Year, and dive into author studies featuring
some of our wonderful Australian authors.
 
It has been great to see the excitement
from students when I tell them we are
learning Auslan again this year! After having
a taster in Term 1 last year, they are keen to
share what they remember and curious to
learn what’s coming next.

In Term 1, we will start by revisiting the
Auslan alphabet and using fingerspelling to
sign names. Students will also revise
numbers and practise basic greetings such
as hello, goodbye, how are you, yes and no.
As the term continues, they will learn how to
sign family-related words.

Children visit the Library each week, with
Library lessons in even weeks and Auslan
lessons in odd weeks. Children can return
and borrow books every week.

Mrs Wiersema and Mrs Saward

IN LIBRARY AND AUSLANIN LIBRARY AND AUSLAN

Specialist Team - Simon Orenshaw, Aly Allcock,
Melissa Bennett, Jen Wiersema, Colin Hartley,  Kristen 
MacDonald and Abbe Saward
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In Prep to 2 classes, students will be
reminded about expectations, rules,
following instructions, using a one voice/’lock
in’ approach and how they can achieve
following our school values and responding
to whistle/stop of the music throughout
lessons, build on their FMS skills, revisit
gymnastics and athletics based activities as
well as train for our cross country event. 
 
In Grades 3 - 6, students will be reminded
about expectations, rules, following
instructions, using a one voice/’lock in’
approach and how they can achieve
following our school values. This will transfer
to the following units; gymnastics, hockey,
cross country and athletics. 
 
Early morning start/Sports Club
Early morning start is on every Thursday
morning from 8:30-8:50 in which students
will be focusing on using equipment to what
we’re using in PE. 
Sports Club is on every Monday morning
from 8:20-8:50 in which will cover 2
different sports each term. There will be a
google form sent out to sign up as we run
structured sessions. 
 
SPORTS Overview 
In term 1 we will have our new sports tops
on show at the District, Division and
Regional Swimming events, continue our
growth and knowledge in Athletics and
conduct our annual House Cross Country on
the last day of Term 1. 

Mr O

IN PHYSICAL EDUCATIONIN PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Hello, my name is Melissa and I am excited
to be joining the school as the new Science
Teacher this year. I have a strong passion
for hands-on learning and helping students
build curiosity about the world around
them.

In Foundation, students will explore what
science is and how scientists use their five
senses to answer questions, as well as learn
what plants and animals need to stay alive.

Grade 1 will investigate the differences
between plants and animals.

Grade 2 will study life cycles using class
mealworm pets and begin growing seeds
for our garden beds.

Grade 3 will focus on healthy soil, improving
our garden beds, and learning about food
chains and webs.

Grade 4 will explore the problem of plastics
in the environment, including making
biodegradable plastic and testing how it
breaks down.

Grades 5 and 6 will learn about human
body systems, how they work, and how they
compare to other animals.

I am really looking forward to a fantastic
Term 1 of discovery and learning.

Mrs Bennett

IN SCIENCEIN SCIENCE
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This term in Performing Arts out  Prep to Grade 4, are studying Music, with a particular focus on African
drumming.  The students are learning to describe how elements of music are used in music they compose

and perform to.

Our Senior students are beginning the year with a focus on Dance. Throughout the term, they will explore
how the elements of dance can be used to create and structure their own movement pieces. Students will

experiment with a variety of music styles and cultural influences, developing their creativity, confidence and
performance skills.

The ‘African drumming’ Incursion is coming to all levels in week 5. 

Mrs Kristin MacDonald (P-4) and Colin Hartley (5-6)



WEEKLY AWARD WINNERS 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK 
Week 3 - Friday 13th February

 
PA - Flossy M - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by approaching the start of school with
positivity and a love of learning. Brilliant effort Flossy! 
PM - Florence S - for demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by always working hard, making a
fantastic start to school and bringing positivity to Prep M! Well done! 
PB - Vivienne Y - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by coming to school each day with a
big smile. Keep up the great work Vivienne! 
PV - Ada M - for demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by having a positive attitude as she starts
school. Ada tries her best, listens carefully and is kind to others. We are so lucky to have you in
Prep V, Ada! 

1E - Jaxon R - For demonstrating COURAGE in starting Grade One at The Basin Primary
School. You showed bravery, confidence and a positive attitude. We are lucky to have you in 1E! 
1S - Lucy H - For demonstrating RESPECT by being such a kind and inclusive friend to your
classmates. I love watching the way you rush to help and support others, making them feel
valued. 
1T - Evie R - For demonstrating COURAGE by being so brave starting Grade 1. I love how you
make strong choices and treat others with kindness. You are a wonderful role model for our
class, Evie! 

2E - Jasmine R - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by showing focus and working
independently. Jasmine, I love that you always work to the best of your ability and show pride in
your work. Well done! 
2S - Harriet D - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by listening respectfully, contributing her
ideas and always completing her work to a high standard. Well done, Harriet! 
2HS - Georgia A - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by ensuring she is putting 100% into
every task given, answering questions and being a role model to others. Well done Georgia on a
great start to the year! 
 

3E - Charlotte F - For demonstrating COURAGE in the way you have embraced school life at
TBPS. You have settled in beautifully Charlotte and have accepted the changes and challenges
of a new school with an amazing attitude. We are so glad you are in 3E! 
3IS - Wesley O - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by putting in a great effort with all of our
tasks and trying your best. What a wonderful attitude to start the year, Wesley! 
3D - Patrick G – For demonstrating RESILIENCE by continuing to take part in all school
activities and trying his hardest to bounce back from challenges. Keep up the impressive effort,
Patrick! 



 
5CH - Henri E - For demonstrating RESILIENCE by stepping out of her comfort zone and
trying her best at every task. Awesome job, Henri!
5M - Millyann H - For demonstrating COURAGE by starting at TBPS with such ease and
confidence. It is so lovely to see how well you have settled into starting here and we feel so
lucky to have you in 5M!
5W - Lucas W - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by consistently displaying a wonderful
approach to your learning. Your respectful, conscientious approach to all tasks sets an
excellent example for others. Keep up the awesome effort Lucas!
5/6W - Jake C - For demonstrating RESPECT by listening attentively throughout each day. An
amazing start to the year Jake!
6H - Emma B – For demonstrating RESPECT. Emma, you treat everyone with kindness and
consideration, listen attentively, and value others’ ideas. You are a fantastic role model for
your peers. Keep up the excellent work!
6K- Olivia B - For demonstrating RESPECT by the kind, focused and sensible behaviour you
always display in our classroom. You are a great role model. A wonderful start to Grade 6.
6M- Chloe S - For demonstrating COURAGE by sharing her ideas, asking questions and
seeking support in the classroom. Keep taking risks Chloe. 

4D - Rose M - For demonstrating her PERSONAL BEST by applying herself industriously to
every task and happily working with anyone in the classroom. We love having you in 4D, Rose!
4S - Nathaniel H - For demonstrating PERSONAL BEST by putting his best effort into all
tasks in class. I can’t wait to watch you grow this year, keep up the amazing work Nathaniel!
4H - Keira H – For demonstrating COURAGE by having a go when unsure and always trying
her best. You are leading by example using your words to answer questions. Keep being
great!
4C - Menzie M– For demonstrating RESPECT by helping others pack up their things as well
as her own, to make sure the classroom is tidy and everyone has what they need. 

. All awards are presented at this week’s assembly on Friday at 3pm in the Stadium
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Welcome back to school and OSH for 2026! We hope you all had a safe and enjoyable
break. It has been great seeing everyone back in service throughout our holiday

program and first few weeks of school – here are some highlights from 2026 so-far:

Holiday HQ Recap
Our ‘Summer Camp’ holiday program was a fun-filled three weeks, where we welcome

students from surrounding schools, as well as those starting at The Basin Primary
School this year. We got up to lots of fun adventures and formed new friendships along
the way. The children enjoyed a variety of summer-themed activities, including crafts,

experiments, relaxation time in our cool OSH room, and special events such as ice-
cream sundae making, water play, picnics, and a candle-making incursion. A highlight of

the program was our exciting excursions. The children visited Village Cinemas to see
Zootopia 2, explored Inflatable Fun Park, and finished the holidays with a trip to

BOUNCE. Staff at BOUNCE even commented on how respectful our children were,
which is something we are incredibly proud of.

Welcoming 2026 Preps 
With the new preps having started school in week two, we have had the opportunity to
welcome some new faces to our program. It has been fantastic to meet some younger
siblings of current OSH children, who are now starting school, as well as bringing in lots
of new families. We have been very impressed with how well the preps have adjusted to

the new routine of school and before and after school care!

Comic Club and Pizza Party Week
Throughout week two, the children explored the world of comic books by transforming

into courageous and cool superheroes in ‘Comic Club.’ Every afternoon, we
incorporated a different domain of play, creating superhero outfits and comic strips,
as well as participating in superhero obstacle courses. The children enjoyed using their
imagination and creativity throughout the sessions. For week three of term, our theme
was ‘Pizza Party.’ The children enjoyed all the pizza-themed activities we ran, including

making homemade pizza dough on Wednesday, which we transformed into delicious,
fresh pizzas for Cooking Club. We can’t wait to see what week four has in store!

The Basin Primary School Newsletter           DREAM  -  BELIEVE - ACHIEVE             PG 12

The Basin OSHClub Updates

Mon-Fri 7-9am & 3-6.15pm      Phone Number: 0428 162 718        Email: thebasin@oshclub.com.au



 
Dear Parents and Guardians, Chess Club will
be kicking off on Wednesday 18th February,
with five sessions for the term. Whether your
child has been involved in Chess Club before
or is just wondering if this is something they’d
be interested in, our Term 1 program will be a
great way to allow them to experience Chess
Club. Our program has been very successful
over the previous years with opportunities to
develop skills and compete in tournaments.
With experienced coaches, Chess Club is
fun-filled with many enjoyable moments
catering to each child's ability. It allows
students to engage, through both lessons
and games as they build and expand their
understanding of the game of chess. Chess
Club is available for Grades 2 to 6. 

To register and pay for our Term 1 program please login to the Compass School portal and
complete the required details. Registrations and payment due Friday 12th February. 

If you have any queries about joining Chess Club please feel free to contact me. 

Andrew Weekes 
The Basin PS Chess Coordinator 

Northern Star Chess will run lessons during
Wednesday lunchtimes in the Library starting at

11.30am. The cost for our term 1 program is $40 ($8
per session). Session Dates: 18th Feb, 25th Feb, 11th

Mar, 25th Mar, 1st Apr. 





Watercolour Painting
 

Friday’s 9:30am-11:30am.
For more details and enrolments, 
browse our website.

Classes start -27 February - 27 March

Website-thebasincommunityhouse.org.au
Ph- 9761 0209

Our popular Watercolour classes areback
for another term with local Artist 

Christina Bolli.

Mandala Painting
 Discover mandalapainting – amindful,

creative journey, with Local artist,
 

Our classes welcome beginners through
to experienced artists.
Mandala Foundations Classes start
Wednesday 11 February
For more details and enrolments, 
browse our website.
Website-thebasincommunityhouse.org.au
Ph- 9761 0209

Belinda Patterson.



COME AND JOIN

REGENCY
CALISTHENICS

 WHAT DO
 WE OFFER?

 Dance,Gymnastics & Ballet

Grace & Poise

Strength & Flexibility

Friendship & Teamwork

Confidence & Co-ordination

Uniquely Australian Sport
Ages 3 +

 
www.regencycalistthenics.com.au
lyss@regencycalisthenics.com.au

0430 034 055

Follow us
@regency_calisthenics

Contact Us

CONTACT US NOW

2 FREE
TRIAL

CLASSES

 



Marie Wallace Bayswater Park 
st  

Bayswater Auskick Centre

Starting Friday 1 May
5:30pm - 6:30pm


