
As is always the case at The Basin the students have enjoyed
another busy week full of different learning opportunities. Whilst we
always maintain a focus on Literacy and Numeracy the students
are provided with a range of opportunities to enhance their
educational experience. Firey’s Day, which is organised by our PFA
to celebrate our local CFA will see our Prep students and their
buddies get the opportunity to speak with the local members of the
CFA and look over the fire truck. 

Our swim team has again competed at District swimming and 4
students will now be representing the school at Regional swimming.
Breakfast Club on a Friday has restarted and operated out of the
Stadium foyer every Friday from 8:15am.
 
Our whole school student leadership program has begun and the
Grade 6 students have all impressed with their willingness to
participate in their roles and have relished the opportunity to teach
and lead in their respective roles.

The Grade 5 students have all loved the opportunity to meet their
Prep buddies and are thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to work
with them. In the upcoming weeks we will invite parents into the
school to see the program in operation and share in the journey of
the student leaders. More details will be sent out via Compass
shortly.

IMPORTANT DATES
 2026 School Dates 

Term 1
January 28  – April 2th nd

Term 2
April 20   – June 26th th

Term 3
July 13  – Sept 18  th th

Term 4
Oct 5  – Dec 18  th th

2026 CALENDAR DATES 

February 23 - March 15
Smile Squad Dental

23  - 27  Februaryrd th

African Drumming Program

Tuesday 24  Februaryth

Grade 4 Kids Helpline Incursion

Friday 27  Februaryth

No Assembly
African Drumming presentation

assembly @ 1:15pm

Saturday 28  Februaryth

Knox Festival 
School Performance @ 12pm

2  - 4  Marchnd th

Grade 6 Camp - Phillip Island

5  - 6  March th th

First Aid in Schools

Monday 9  March th

LABOUR DAY (Public Holiday)

Tuesday 10  March th

Division Swimming

The Basin
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Newsletter

Term 1 Thursday 26  Februaryth
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIIBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+2&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIJBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+3&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIaRAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+4&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIaBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
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16  - 18  Marchth th

Grade 5 Camp - Cave Hill Creek

Tuesday 17  March th

Grade 4 - Health Activity Day

Thursday 19  March th

Grade 3 Incursion 

 Tuesday 24  Marchth

Grade 5
Boronia K-12 Discovery Day

Sunday 22  March nd

The Basin Music Festival 
School Performance @ 10:30am

Thursday 26  Marchth

Harmony Day

Friday 27  March th

Curriculum Day
(NO SCHOOL)

Tuesday 31  March st

VSSS Mass Hub Rehearsal 1
Regional Swimming 

 Friday 2  Aprilnd

House Cross Country
Term ends 2:30pm

Monday 20  Aprilth

Term 2 Begins

NAPLAN 2026 Wednesday March 11 - Monday March 16 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7
and 9. It has been an everyday part of the school calendar
since 2008. NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential
for every child to progress through school and life, such as
reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are
undertaken nationwide, every year, in mid-March.

NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of: 
Reading 
Writing 
Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
Numeracy. 

 
At The Basin Primary School, we take great pride and care in
ensuring that our students are not overwhelmed by the suite
of assessments that are comprised in the NAPLAN schedule.
Whilst NAPLAN tests are an important system-level
component of the Department of Education, at The Basin
Primary School they are viewed as just another form of
assessment in our ongoing process of monitoring student
achievement. 

To alleviate any pressure or anxiety associated with the tests,
a special timetable has been formulated to assist teachers
and students in the implementation of the tests. The timetable
provides ample time both before and after testing for
students to prepare and relax. In addition, students will also
have an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the types
of questions, layout and expected timeframes within which
they are required to work for each of the test domains. 

We are confident that our well-considered preparatory
procedures will enable your children to complete the NAPLAN
assessment suite with minimal concern. For more information
about NAPLAN please click on the link: https://www.nap.edu.au/ 

All government schools are required to administer tests
starting Wednesday March 11 and will be completed by Friday
March 20.

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Please be reminded that Monday March 9 is the Labour Day
Public Holiday and the school will be closed.



SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Last Monday we held our first School Council meeting for the year. Darren Paul was
elected President at the meeting and I look forward to working with Darren and the rest
of the councillors to enhance our school. I thank all of those on School Council who give
their time to assist in helping the school, your efforts are greatly appreciated.

COMMUNICATION 
The school would like to bring our families along with us on the journey that is the 2026
school year and would like to encourage and promote really positive and valuable
partnerships between home and school.

At The Basin we regularly communicate using either Compass or Class Dojo. Both of these
platforms provide access to your child’s classroom teacher but I encourage all families to
respectfully engage with your child’s teacher on these platforms. 

During the day, teachers are teaching, there is limited availability to respond to
emails/Dojo messages between 8:45am – 4pm. 
Responses will not be provided over the weekend 
The nature of flexible working hours means that you may be sending an email/message
at a time of convenience for you, please note, our staff will reply at a time that is
convenient and available for them 
Urgent messages are still to be sent to the office as they will ensure that the
messages are passed onto your child. 

 
STUDENT FREE DAYS 
On Monday night School Council approved the remaining Curriculum and Professional
Practice Days for 2026. These days are all student free. These days have been scheduled
where possible to cause as little disruption to families as possible but some have been
booked to accommodate external presenters who are coming to work with staff on those
days. OSHClub will be operating on these days for families that require it. 

Friday March 27
Thursday June 25 
Friday September 4 
Friday December 18

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS (WWCC)
We encourage and value parental and community support at The Basin Primary School.
There are many ways that parents, grandparents and friends can assist at our school. We
encourage all parents to obtain a Working with Children’s Check that will allow you to be
very involved in your child’s education. These checks are free for volunteers and will allow
you to be involved as many school events as you require. Once you have your WWCC,
please come to the office so we can photocopy this and we will add your name to our list
of parents who have a current WWCC check. 

 Have a great week

David Orlandi
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Grade 6 Leadership Badge PresentationGrade 6 Leadership Badge Presentation
Our Grade 6 Leaders received their badges last Friday in a special presentation for parents & families. The badges help

recognise the wonderful start to the year the students have made to their final year of Primary School.

Our Grade 6 Leaders received their badges last Friday in a special presentation for parents & families. The badges help
recognise the wonderful start to the year the students have made to their final year of Primary School.
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Grade 6 Hawthorn Player VisitGrade 6 Hawthorn Player Visit
Last Thursday 19  of February, the Grade 6 students
had 4 AFL players from the Hawthorn Football Club
visit - Mabior Chol, Dylan Moore, Jack Dalton & Josh
Ward. 

th

Students were eagerly listened to the players
talk about their journey through junior
programs to how their professional careers. 

Asking insightful questions, they learnt how the players
have persisted through injury challenges and what they’ve
enjoyed the most about playing AFL football at the highest
level. All the players discussed how grateful they were to
play in the AFL. 
Advice they gave was to look at what strengths you have
and make those even better, while still trying to make all
round improvements.

Some Fun Facts of the players
One of the football players was just starting their careers - Imogen
Some of the AFL players were really tall & some of us got to go in a
photo with them - Rhett
Chol is very tall & had the most amount of goals - Hamish H
The new player, Jack Dalton was drafted as number 34 - Hamish F

The Basin Superkick Centre
Wednesdays 3.45pm - 4.45pm



The room was filled with laughter,
encouragement and proud smiles as

our young learners practiced
cooperation, built confidence and

developed their problem-solving skills.
It was wonderful to see everyone

cheering each other on and celebrating
their successes.

A fantastic day of teamwork, resilience
and fun for our Preps! 

Our Prep students had an absolute blast at the
Supreme Incursion – Team Building session!

Throughout the session, students built early
teamwork skills through sharing, turn-taking

and working closely with partners. They tackled
exciting obstacle courses, worked together to

construct tall and stable towers, and
enthusiastically took on small group challenges

like the tricky (and very fun!) ‘Hook and Retrieve’
activity.

Prep Team Building
Incursion

Prep Team Building
Incursion
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Our Prep families enjoyed a wonderful
evening together on Thursday, 19th

February, at our annual Prep Family Fun
Night. The evening began with the

children singing a song before enjoying
the story ‘Where Is the Green Sheep?’ by

Mem Fox. The students then showed
their creativity by making colourful

sheep hats using paper and cotton balls.

Families then came together to share a
BBQ and refreshing icy poles while the

children made the most of the
playground. It was a relaxed and happy
evening enjoyed by families and staff. It
was the perfect way to connect, play,

and start the school year together!
 

Pe Famil
Fu Nigh Pe Famil
Fu Nigh 
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In Grade 4 we are exploring mental health: what
it means and explicit strategies to work on it. 

On Tuesday the 17th the Grade 4 students
participated in the “Let’s Grow” incursion. We

explored what values we hold. Respect, kindness
and doing your personal best came up a lot,

however the students managed to brainstorm
many values. 

The students built terrariums. They used the
different layers to represent the different
values operating within our school. It was

highlighted that if one of the elements was not
put in the terrarium then it wouldn’t work, much
like if you leave values out of your community it

stops working. 

Overall it was a fantastic experience that
sparked some really interesting and in depth

conversations. 

On Tuesday 24th, Grade 4’s had an incursion run
by Kids Helpline. During the incursion we looked

at the different emotions we have. We
normalised having emotions and not demonising
any of them. We explored why emotions occur
and how they feel in our body. Students were

given tools to calm their bodies when they are
feeling overwhelmed. Finally students identified
their “five fingers of support” by naming 5 safe

people they can go to when they need help. 
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Grade 4Grade 4
Headspace H

eroes 

Headspace H
eroes 
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This week, students at The Basin
Primary School have been immersed
in the vibrant sounds and rhythms of
an African Drumming Program during

Performing Arts.
Throughout the week, students have

explored the rich traditions
connected to the Djembe drum. They
have learned how music, storytelling,

dance and history are deeply
intertwined in West African culture.

Students discovered that the djembe
is more than just an instrument, it is

a powerful tool used to
communicate, celebrate important

events, and bring communities
together.



On Thursday 19th of February, our swimming team, consisting of 23 students, represented our
school in an exemplary way at the District Swimming Sports. Each member of our team can be very
proud of their efforts on the day. The combined result of these performances was that our school

finished 5th overall. Team captains Harvey J and Sienna L did a great job in leading our team
throughout the day. 

A special mention needs to be made of the following 4 students who have all qualified to compete
at Division level on Tuesday 10th March at Croydon Memorial Pool. Well done and good luck to

Hollyblue P, Harper C, Isla W and Scarlett W. 

The Basin Primary School Newsletter           DREAM  -  BELIEVE - ACHIEVE             PG 11

  2026  2026
DISTRICT

SWIMMING SPORTSDISTRICT

SWIMMING SPORTS
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The children are well and truly settled into our OSH routine for the year and we have
already explored so many new adventures, as well as plenty of old favourites. Here are

some of the highlights from weeks 3 & 4:
 

Weekly Themes - Pizza Party & Lunar New Year
Throughout week 3, the theme of our sessions was ‘Pizza Party,’ which we used as an
opportunity to get the children involved in lots of exciting pizza-themed activities. We

crafted some cute paper plate pizzas, competed in pizza trivia, and of course made some
delicious homemade pizza for ‘Cooking Club.’ The children thoroughly enjoyed kneading and

rolling out the dough, as well as topping it with lots of fresh ingredients.
 

With Lunar New Year landing on Tuesday 17th of February, we spent week 4 learning all
about the history and traditions associated with the special holiday. The children made and
learnt about red envelopes and lanterns, and we talked about the different animals of the
Chinese Lunar Zodiac - we learnt that most of the preps this year were born in the year of

the rat! As we love exploring different cultures through food, we made vegetable spring
rolls for ‘Cooking Club.’ We are looking forward to expanding on this by ensuring we
continue to celebrate lots of other exciting cultural holidays. We are already looking
forward to learning more about Holi, the Hindu festival of colour throughout week 6!

 
Programming highlights 

In addition to our weekly themes, the children have been engaged in plenty of other fun
activities. To celebrate Valentine’s Day, the children decorated some heart-shaped

magnets, as well as made some all-natural lip-scrub and some thoughtful cards to gift to
their friends and family. 

 
For ‘Science Club’ the children explored the concept of diffusion through a skittle and

water experiment - we think the children like this one as they like eating the skittles at the
end! We also made some clay creations for ‘Art Club’ and made some sticky sensory slime

for our PLAY YOUR WAY: Science Play on Wednesday afternoon.
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The Basin OSHClub Updates

Mon-Fri 7-9am & 3-6.15pm      Phone Number: 0428 162 718        Email: thebasin@oshclub.com.au







2026 OPEN NIGHT 
Wednesday 1 April 2026 

Please visit our website to register online 

www.heathmont.vic.edu.au 

Join us on 
at one of ouravailablesessions:

Session 1 – commencing at 4:30pm
Session 2 – commencing at 5.30pm
Session 3 – commencing at 6:30pm 





COME AND JOIN

REGENCY
CALISTHENICS

 WHAT DO
 WE OFFER?

 Dance,Gymnastics & Ballet

Grace & Poise

Strength & Flexibility

Friendship & Teamwork

Confidence & Co-ordination

Uniquely Australian Sport
Ages 3 +

 
www.regencycalistthenics.com.au
lyss@regencycalisthenics.com.au

0430 034 055

Follow us
@regency_calisthenics

Contact Us

CONTACT US NOW

2 FREE
TRIAL

CLASSES

 



Marie Wallace Bayswater Park 
st  

Bayswater Auskick Centre

Starting Friday 1 May
5:30pm - 6:30pm





Knox Community Arts Centre 

2026 School Holiday Featured Shows 

Spike the Echidna

Mission to the Moon

The Box Show WED 8 April, 11am and 2pm 

FRI 3 July, 11am and 2 pm

THU 1 October, 11am and 2pm 

The Box Show follows four characters through their daily activities
in a world made of cardboard boxes and junk. Abandoned kitchen
items and wheelie bins become a drum set; plastic bags turn into
musical instruments, and the human body becomes a sound
machine. This music-in-education performance combines
drumming, dance, theatre and comedy to explore creativity and
sustainability. Using a language of gibberish and rhythm, the show
is accessible to all ages and nationalities. 

Spike the Echidna tellsthestory of a baby echidna who isstolen from
his nest and hatchesfar from home. A young girl, who is playing
alone becausesheis being bullied, finds him andgoes on a journey
trying to workoutwhere he belongs. As the storyunfolds, the girl
learns to findherown “spikes” and stand up forherself. Told through
shadowtheatre, Spike is an interactive andengaging experience that
encourages discussion about difference, belonging, and the
uniquebiology of Australian animals.

Mission to the Moon follows a journey with three acrobatic
astronauts, blending circus artistry, clowning, and real space
science. Inspired by NASA’s upcoming Artemis program, this show
imagines jugglers defying gravity and tumbling among the stars!
With a mix of classic circus skills, laughter, and exciting space facts,
Mission to the Moon offers an imaginative take on our fascination
with space. "Delivered with finesse, flair and, most importantly a
sense of joy… A GREAT circus show adults will love that just
happens to be appropriate for children." – Adelaide Advertiser 

Adult $22

Concession $20

Family (4 people) $68 

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through Creative Australia, its principal arts
investment and advisory body. 


