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UPCOMING DATES
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1  - 5  December st th

Prep - 2 Swimming Program

Tuesday 2  Decembernd

Christmas Carols
5:30pm - 7pm

Friday 5  Decemberth

State Hooptime - Future Star
Girls 

5/6 STEAM presentation day 

Saturday 6  December th

The Basin Triangle Carols

8  - 12  Decemberth th

Prep - 2 Swimming Program

8  - 10  December th th

Grade 4 Camp 

Monday 8  December th

2026 Prep Information Night

Tuesday 9  Decemberth

Year 6 Transition Day

Thursday 11  Decemberth

Prep Marvellous Materials
Exhibition 

Monday 15  Decemberth

Slime Incursion Grade 1

Tuesday 16  Decemberth

Grade 5 Fun Day In 
Prep Celebration Day
Grade 6 Graduation

Wednesday 17  Decemberth

Prep and Grade 5 Buddy Day
Grade 6 Laser Tag

Thursday 18  December th

STUDENTS LAST DAY 
Final Assembly 1pm

GRADE 3 CAMP
Last week our Grade 3 students had their first camp experience
at Phillip Island CYC. The students all had a great time at camp
and created many fantastic memories from their time away.
There were many tired faces as they got off the bus but this
reflected that they had filled their days with lots of action and
fun with friends. The efforts of our staff and parents who
attended are greatly appreciated as they worked to ensure that
the students had such a positive experience on camp.

MARVELLOUS MACHINES
Despite the inclement weather
 that seemed to hang around for 
most of the morning the school was 
buzzing with excitement on Sunday. Our amazing PFA organised a
fantastic community event combining a marvellous machinery
display with market stalls and food vendors. The wet weather
couldn’t keep the crowds away and families that attended had a
great time. My thanks to the many volunteers who gave up some
time on Saturday to set up and on Sunday to man stalls, cook the
BBQ and pack up at the end of the day. A special shout out to
Amanda and Darren Mayer, Jason and Sarah Biddell and Shannon
and Tim Whelan who have planned and organised the event for
many months. We are truly grateful for all of your efforts in
creating such a great event.



IMPORTANT DATES

PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2026
You will notice on your Newsfeed under Course Confirmation that
the 2026 Parent Payments are now available to be paid on
Compass. A big thank you to those families who have already paid.
Last year as we endeavoured to keep the cost of schooling down
as well as cut down on excess books we changed our book packs.
Feedback was largely positive from parents and we have been able
to undertake a stocktake of what resources we have remaining
and adjust our orders accordingly.

In 2026 we will again order bulk supplies of all of the stationery
requirements and they will be handed out to the students by the
classroom teacher in 2026. By doing this we have been able to
reduce the amount of supplies that we need to order and
subsequently this has meant that we have been able to keep our
school contributions at the same cost as 2024 and 2025.

Thank you for your vital contribution to our
voluntary levies. Without your contributions we 
would not be able to offer our extensive and
diverse learning programs, purchase the 
excellent resources we have and improve our 
facilities to the level that we do.

If you have any further queries please contact the school office.

CLASS PLACEMENT FORMS FOR 2026
As we move towards the end of the 2025 school year staff have
been working on the process of creating grades for the 2026
school year. Whilst this sounds like a straightforward task, creating
grades is a complex process which takes much time and effort.

What factors are considered when making grades?
The objective of making classes is to ensure they are as balanced
as possible. Factors that teachers and principal staff consider are
learning needs, behaviour, gender, learning and social networks,
social and emotional maturity, class placements in previous years,
opportunity for students to broaden their friendship groups and
family situations (eg. twins, cousins, siblings).

Why has my child not been placed with one of their five
nominated friends? 
All children are placed with at least one of their five nominated
friends. While this question is often asked, when the handwritten
forms of the students are checked it proves that a mistake was
not made. Quite often students forget who they selected or
inform their parents they have not been placed with at least one
friend when in fact they have.

 2026 School Dates 
Term 1

January 28  – April 2th nd

Term 2
April 20   – June 26th th

Term 3
July 13  – Sept 18  th th

Term 4
Oct 5  – Dec 18  th th

2026 CALENDAR DATES 

Wednesday 28  Jan th

Students Return to School 

January 28  - 30  th th

2026 Prep Student Testing
Days

Monday 2  Feb nd

First Day for PREPS

Friday 6  Feb th

SCHOOL PHOTOS DAY

2nd - 4  Marchth

Grade 6 Camp

16  - 18  March th th

Grade 5 Camp
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIIBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+3&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIaRAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=db06df8ffc1e69f4&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1056AU1056&q=Term+4&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwig6IK-z4KQAxVsla8BHVxhEakQxccNegQIaBAB&mstk=AUtExfBw5xcsLb83Cfla5OTe1MRmgTm3mzXIFIDDvwE0LyPknvtNAZ1CPQxcJuKPd7hA1rrY6CUMzRV1-jqL45i2rKE4b3s0SVOSG6w3BLCxrudhfL2vE6AQTf6dKe5Tq-lIqXmVW-MB01aIMOcP57rsDmzrxTD-j49XnskzQiZ2DEpEXkg&csui=3


Why haven’t my requests been approved?
All family requests are seriously considered and recorded. At times, family requests can be
conflicting with another family’s request, to the student’s requests, or from the
professional opinion of the teacher.

When I get my child’s class placement, can I request that it be changed?
The class placements are considered final. Changes are not made due to the fact they
cause a chain reaction and impact on the class balance. We consider the learning and
wellbeing of each individual during the placement process and families must realise their
child is part of a complex equation in school placements. If the school has made an obvious
error, a change may be made.
 
All student will spend time in their 2026 class with their teacher and new classmates on
Monday December 15 from 9:30am – 11:00am.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
This year we had 21 students who 
were seeking to be elected School 
Captains. Each student prepared and 
presented speeches to students from 
Grade 4 and 5. Once the speeches were 
completed the students voted to elect 
the 2026 School Captains. Staff then 
were asked for input and to endorse 
the selections. It is our pleasure to 
announce that Rafferty MW, Phoenix C,
Imogen D and Niamh L will be the School 
Captains for 2026.

Students and staff will now work through 
the process of appointing all of our 2026 
Grade 6 students to their leadership positions in preparation for their roles next year. 

END OF YEAR
The school year will finish for students on Thursday December 18 at 1:30pm. A whole school
assembly will be held on the oval (weather dependant) on the final day starting at 1:00pm.
We encourage all families to attend the assembly as we farewell the Grade 6 students.

Have a great week, take care
David Orlandi
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From Monday the 1  until Friday the 5  of
December 

st th

Each classroom will be collecting  food or
condiments. These need to be non persishable

tiems and sealed like pasta and canned foods. We
are collecting other items like toothbrushes, soap

and toothpaste. 
There will be a donation box in each class for

students to bring in their items.
 Madeleine and Jade - Student Voice Team
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1207 books were borrowed in Term 4 – amazing!

The top 5 borrowers for Term 4 were…
Larni H – 4S

Brock L – 3IS
Henry S – 1S
Nina T – 5M

Max W– Prep M

Congratulations to these very eager readers on such keen
borrowing each week! A certificate and prize is coming your

way!

The grade that borrowed the most books was…

Congratulations 1S! Your prize is a picture story book and will
be delivered to you soon!
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LIBRARYLIBRARYTERM 4 LIBRARY STATSTERM 4 LIBRARY STATS

1S1S

ALL BOOKS TO BE RETURNED! 
This week was the last week for

borrowing books from the school
library. Can I please ask that all families

send back library books next week so
we can begin our annual stocktake. 
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On Sunday, November 23 , the school’s PFA team
hosted Marvellous Machines, a community event

showcasing all things machinery with cool cars, classic
bikes, a couple of race cars, some very impressive

trucks, a digger as well as the amazing volunteers from
the CFA, the SES, the Ambulance Victoria Museum, and
the local Police. Not to forget ‘Violet Femme’ our very

own Mrs Krenn’s beautiful purple camper bus.

rd

 
Despite the weather, the community showed up in full

force to hear the sirens, talk to paramedics about
their historical ambulances, learn about some of the

cars used by the military in prior conflicts, drool over
dream cars, talk to other enthusiasts, meet an author
who has written a kids book about calling triple zero,

listen to the high octane engine sounds of some of our
exhibitor’s cars and bikes and the blast of novelty car

horns.

Throughout the day, Kid’s Corner was alive with
laughter, the squeals of excitement and the furrowed

brows of concentration with tomorrow’s artists doing
their best on the colouring competition. Face painting

and hair spray contributed to colouring up the day and
bringing smiles to everyone, especially when Mr

Orlandi offered his hair for a change up.
 

Visitors to the school had plenty of options for food
from potato twists to jam donuts and almost

everything in between and of course a classic sausage
sizzle ran throughout the day by our amazing parent
volunteers who also helped on many of the activities

and gates as well as the raffle and the prize wheel. The
support of our parent volunteers really did make the

day possible, thank you.



The school grounds came alive with a variety of market
stalls selling all manner of local crafts from biscuits

made by students, to earrings and even honey and 3D
printed K-Pop Demon Hunters figurines, not to mention

the latest in cooking gadgetry and a custom made
bookmark commissioned just for the event and printed

on site.
 

We were lucky to have recently elected Mayor of Knox
City and proud Basin parent Councillor Paige Kennett on

hand to draw the raffle where we gave away almost
$6,000 worth of prizes graciously donated by our school

community and local businesses, helping add to the
fundraising efforts.

 
Congratulations to the winners of the raffle prizes: Elly

Millier, Luke Moore, Addi B, Fran, Sammy and Claire.
 

Congratulations to the winners of the Colouring
Competition: Penny M, Xander M, Miller E, Reuben,

Marlow M, Charlie H.
 

Thank you from the PFA to the school, our community
and all of our volunteers, stall holders, food vendors, and

of course our event sponsors for your support on the
day helping us bring together the community and raise

funds for the school.
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Grade 4 Red Cross 
Pillowcase Workshop

On Thursday, November 20, our Grade 4
students took part in the Australian Red
Cross Pillowcase Workshop, an engaging

session all about being prepared for
emergencies.

Students learnt what to pack in an
emergency kit, explored ways to stay

calm and resilient during stressful
situations and practised a breathing

strategy to help manage big feelings. The
highlight was decorating their very own
pillowcase emergency kit to take home

and continue building with their families.

It was a fun, creative and meaningful
incursion that helped our students feel
confident, knowledgeable and ready to

handle challenges.
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During week 5, the Grade 6 students completed their Kids in the Kitchen mini unit by creating some
delicious food. We had been investigating how everyday ingredients change when mixed, heated or

frozen. Working in small groups, they researched, planned and organised ingredients for their recipes.
During the process, they made predictions, observed changes, and reflected on their results - some
were varied and unexpected. It was great to see the students work together and then share their

creations with each other.

We cooked chocolate cake, it was yummy. I liked making and putting the ingredients in. Huddy was
helpful by mixing and checking the cake in the over. I would make that again - Oscar K

I made cookie dough cake pops with chocolate on the outside. Ours was a bit crunchy in the middle but
it was probably because we put it in the freezer to harden. I think we may have left it in there for too

long - Zoe M

I like the cooking, my group did apple nachos with sherbet - Harish S

We did chocolate strawberries and they were good but we overcooked the chocolate - Thomas K

I liked cooking a lot, it was really fun and I definitely learned more tips on cooking. I feel more
confident. It would be so much better with non melted ice cream - Emmy J

I liked cooking and I really want to cook again. I loved the clinker rumballs so much I made them again.
The mixture was a bit sticky so I thought It was going to fail but it didn't. All my friends liked it -

Chelsea H

Kids in the‌Kids in the‌

KITCHEN!‌
KITCHEN!‌

Our Grade 6sOur Grade 6s
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Regional 3/4 
Hooptime 2025 

On Friday the 14th of November, 8
grade 3/4 students travelled to Kilsyth

Stadium for Regional Hoop Time. 

The boys played 6 games in total which
went in the following order:

Pool Games
Game 1 vs Billanook PS W 14-4

Game 2 vs Chirnside Park PS W 27-11
Game 3 vs Ringwood North PS W 30-6

Game 4 vs St Bridgids W 18-7
Game 5 vs Seville PS W 25-3

Grand Final (Progression Game)
Game 6 vs Billanook PS W 17-11

The students represented the school in
an exceptional way and we thank the

teachers and the parents who coached
and scored our games. 

Congratulations to you all and we wish
you all the best at the State Centre on

Monday 1st of December.
GO THE BASIN! 

Regional 5/6 
Hooptime 2025

On the 17th of October the Future Stars Girls
went to Kilsyth Basketball Center to compete in
the Regional Hooptime finals. In our team is Zoe

M, Tayla M, Layla T, Lexi D, Grace H, Addi C, Leni E
and Mia C.

 
Throughout the day all the girls tried their very

hardest and showed great sportsmanship.
 

We came out strong at the start of the day. But
our biggest competitors were the Hampton
Horses who beat us in the first final. But we

didn't let that stop us as we still tried our
hardest. We were able to come away with a win

against Victoria Road PS in the second final.
We're very excited to have the opportunity to go

to state which is in December.
We would like to say a big thank you to Mrs

Knight, Mr O and all the parents who came to
cheer us on.

Thanks and well done to all the girls who
competed. Go Wildcats

 
By Lexi D 6K, Leni E 5S & Mia C 5W

 



Our Grade 3's headed off to CYC The
Island at Phillip Island for their first ever

school camp. There was lots of
excitement and nerves as they jumped
on the bus. After a short stop at San
Remo, we arrived ready to start the

first round of activities and finished off
the afternoon with a swim in the pool.

We headed off after dinner to the
Penguin Parade, where the students

braved the rain to see the many cute
little penguins make their way up the

beach. Day two saw us brave the beach
for some sand sculpting and then it was

back to camp for an afternoon full of
activities including the giant swing,

flying fox and pedal carts. Before we
knew it the final day had arrived and
after packing up our cabins, we were

back on the bus. We had a lunch stop at
the beautiful Churchill Island and
headed back to school. It was a

wonderful camp with students coming
together as a level and proving that

they can do hard things! 

The Basin Primary School Newsletter           DREAM  -  BELIEVE - ACHIEVE             PG 12

Grade 3
CAMP
Grade 3
CAMP
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PA - Oakley D - Your outstanding effort and determination in your learning.  You tried your absolute
hardest during our writing session and produced an excellent piece on character traits for your
original character Hot Dig Man.
PM - Max K - For being a creative and enthusiastic writer who always tries your best during our
Writing Workshops.  Keep up the brilliant effort Max!
PB - Nash O - For consistently working hard and supporting your classmates. This was sensational
throughout ‘Tinker Time’ this week, as you worked so hard on your project and supported your peers
with theirs. Well done, Nash! 
PS - Ava M - For always showing respect and kindness. Ava, you make thoughtful choices and show
such care for your classmates. Well done, superstar!

1E - Easton M - For showing respect and kindness. You treats others with care and make sure
everyone feels included. Your positive attitude brightens our classroom, Easton!
1S - Baylee V - for not only being a dedicated learner but also a fantastic classmate, willing to lend
a helping hand and support others. Baylee, your positive attitude and exemplary behaviour make you
a valued member of our class.
1T - Finn H - For being a kind and courageous classmate who looks out for others. You make
thoughtful choices and do what's right, even when it’s not easy. We’re very lucky to have you in 1T,
Finn!

2E - Indie H - For the wonderful effort you put into making your minibeast booklet. Indie, you had
great facts about stick insects and presented them beautifully with lovely illustrations. Well done! 
2S - Amber T - For all the amazing progress you have made this year, with your clever Reading and
Writing skills. We are all so proud of you, Amber!
2HM - Jack J- For your enthusiastic way you were completing your time activity, working well with
your partner and pushing yourself to complete the most challenging questions. Keep it up Jack!!

3W - Paige B - for the wonderful attitude she brought to Grade 3 Camp. Paige, it was amazing to
see you step into so many new experiences and give everything a go. Well done!
3E - Quinn T - For her amazing, detailed camp reflection. Your writing really showed how much you
enjoyed camp Quinn and your presentation was outstanding - top work!
3IS - River L - For showing amazing enthusiasm at camp, participating in all the activities with the
biggest smile on your face! It was awesome to see you shine so brightly and have so much fun, River! 
3D - Liam M for the focus and stamina you demonstrated when working on your Phillip Island camp
reflection writing this week, Liam. Keep up the amazing effort!  

4D - Mattias M - for his outstanding work clarifying unfamiliar words during our reading
comprehension lesson this week. Excellent work, Mattias!
4S - Josh W - for being empathetic towards others and making the effort to see things from
another person’s perspective. Josh, you have grown so much this year, and I am incredibly proud of
you. Keep being kind.
4H - Kaylee Y – for her terrific mapping skills. You are confident using co-ordinates and directional
language. Impressive work Kaylee!
4L - Mala B – For always trying your best, being kind to others and demonstrating respect. Your
peers are proud of your contributions and we all notice the wonderful things you do. Well done
Mala! 

Pupil of the Week
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5C - Micah D - For the fantastic effort and teamwork you've shown while working on your STEAM
build. You've shown some wonderful creative thinking. Awesome job, Micah!
5M - Bodhi W -  For working super hard in our STEAM sessions, especially with your ICT
component. Your effort, focus, and determination towards it really stand out. Great job and keep
it up!
5W - Mikayla C - for the wonderful effort you have been putting into your work on angles. Your
accurate estimations and clever measurements show that you have been working very hard. Well
done Mikayla!
5S - All of 5S – For the amazing job you have done on your STEAM projects over the last few
weeks! You have all been working really hard and should be very proud of all your efforts! Well
done 5S!

6J - Tamyika J - for the resilience she has shown in progressing through difficulties. It’s fantastic
to see you with such a positive attitude at school! Well done, Tamyika. 
6H - Zoe R – for showing excellent understanding and strong mathematical reasoning when
identifying the rule for our growing patterns this week in Maths. Well done Zo!
6K - Harish S - For demonstrating a wonderful work ethic in the classroom. You have been very
focused during our STEAM sessions and should be very proud of your efforts. Great job Harish!
6M - Jack P - For the wonderful mathematical reasoning and creative thinking you’ve shown while
working on algebra concepts. Keep believing in yourself and pushing to try new  challenges Jack.

PLAY IS THE WAY 
PREP - Hannah J - For always showing kindness and friendship to others while learning and
playing together.  Keep up the wonderful effort Hannah!

GRADE 1 - Amy D -  For putting in her very best effort into everything you do. She approaches
every challenge with heart and determination. Her willingness to help others makes a meaningful
difference every day. You have been a delight to have in 1E, Amy.
 
GRADE 2 - Moana S-T - For always showing kindness to your friends. Moana, you are helpful to
others and always willing to include everyone. What a lovely friend you are!

GRADE 3 - Mason C - for the wonderful engagement and participation he shows in all aspects of
school. Mason, we love your willingness to step into every experience, taking it in your stride and
building on your learning. It’s amazing to see!

GRADE 4 - Aubrey B - for approaching situations in such a mature and understanding way. You
show empathy towards others, always trying to see things from the other person's perspective
and communicating your thoughts and opinions respectfully. You are amazing!

GRADE 5 - Sienna L – consistently putting in her best effort, approaching every task with
determination, and demonstrates outstanding persistence, even when faced with challenges.
Your positive attitude, resilience, and strong work ethic make you a role model for our class!

GRADE 6 - Zara C - For the way you model the Play Is the Way Life Rafts, showing courage,
kindness, and consistently making positive choices that set a wonderful example for others.
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Mon-Fri 7-9am & 3-6.15pm      Phone Number: 0428 162 718        Email: thebasin@oshclub.com.au

As we approach the final few weeks of the school year, there is lots of things to do, and plenty
to look forward to! Here is what we’ve been up to, and what we’ve got coming up for us at

OSHClub:

World Children’s Day
On Thursday, the 20th of November, we celebrated ‘World Children’s Day’ during our afternoon

session. Days like this are focused on ensuring children feel empowered to know and stand up
for their rights, according to the United Nation’s ‘Rights of the Child,’ as well as encourage

them to share their hopes for the future. The children recorded their perspectives on
handprints and postcards that we have displayed in the OSH room to act as a constant

reminder of their dreams for the future. 

 ‘Festive Fun’ Christmas Programming
As December is fast approaching, and Christmas is less than a month away, we have been

getting into the Christmas spirit throughout the last week. On Monday, the children decorated
our OSH Christmas tree in preparation for our ‘Festive Fun’ spotlight program that we are

running throughout December. Every day, we will be running a festive-themed activity in the
lead up to the last day of school. The activities will involve all the domains of play, including

cooking, STEM, art, and sports. It is hard to believe it is almost the end of the year, but we are
very much looking forward to fully embracing the Holiday season!

Foothills Community Care ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’
Throughout November, the Basin OSHClub has been supporting Foothills Community Care,

which is a non-for-profit organisation that helps those in need around the Dandenong Ranges,
Knox and surrounding foothills areas. We are participating in their 'Reverse Advent Calendar,'
where we have been collecting non-perishables through the month of November. We are very

grateful to all the wonderful families who have donated, as these items are soon to be
delivered, so they can be made into hampers and distributed to local families for Christmas.

There is still a bit of time to donate, as we have extended our collection to the 10th of
December. If you would like to participate, bring in any non-perishable items (e.g., pasta, coffee,

Christmas pudding etc.) and place them in the basket we have in our parent sign-in area. We
appreciate any support!

The Basin OSHClub Updates






