
AUGUST 13th 

 
PARENTS - FOOD FOR THOUGHT    
You might be concerned about keeping to the remote learning schedule 
for your kids. Many of you have expectations of your children completing 
all the online learning tasks plus the specialist teachers suggested  
activities, etc. You may have stopped access to fun technology until  
everything is done! But here’s the thing… 
 
Our kids are just as worried as we are right now. They can hear  
everything that is going on around them, but they feel our constant  
frustration and anxiety around the pandemic and daily data. They have 
never experienced anything like this before and neither have we.  
Although the idea of not going to school for weeks sounds awesome, 
they are tired of being stuck at home and not seeing their friends and 
teachers. 
 
Over the coming weeks, you may see an increase in behaviour issues 
with your kids. Whether its frustration or protest that they can’t do things 
normally – it will happen. You’ll see more meltdowns and perhaps  
oppositional behaviour in the coming weeks. This is normal and  
expected under these circumstances. 
 
What kids need right now is to feel comforted and loved. To be  
reassured it’s all going to be ok. That might mean you need to change 
direction - bake cookies, paint pictures, play board games and watch 
movies. Do a science experiment together or find virtual field trips of the 
zoo. Start a book and read together as a family. Snuggle under warm 
blankets and do nothing. 
 
Don’t worry about them regressing in school. Every single kid is in this 
boat and they all will be ok. When we are back in the classroom, we will 
all set a learning course for each child. Teachers are experts at this!  
 
Don’t pick fights with your kids because they don’t want to do maths. 
Nothing can be gained by raising your voice at your kids for not  
completing work. Don’t mandate two hours of learning time if they are 
resisting it. At school we have regular breaks during all instructional  
periods. 
 
If I can leave you with one thing, it’s this: at the end of all of this, your 
kids’ mental health will be more important than their academic skills. 
How they felt during this time will stay with them long after the memory 
of what they did during those weeks is long gone. So keep that in mind, 
every single day. We will get through this! 

 
 
 
TERM 3 
 
13th July - 18th September 
 
TERM 4 
 
5th October - 18th December 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

https://www.shethepeople.tv/home-top-video/online-friendships-rid-anxiety-introvert
https://www.shethepeople.tv/home-top-video/coronavirus-lockdown-living-alone-india
https://www.shethepeople.tv/home-top-video/bullying-school-attention-deserves
https://www.shethepeople.tv/home-top-video/discussing-mental-health-friends-stigma


 
SCIENCE WEEK 
Did you know that National Science Week 2020 will take place from August 15 to 23, with hundreds of 

events and activities around the country? Our science faculty consisting of just one person - ‘Jedi Clark’, 

has been very busy working behind the scenes for weeks preparing lots of fun activities / experiments for 

our students next week. Helen informed me yesterday that she has made some Academy Award winning 

short science videos for our students. At a time when we all need something fun to look forward to, these 

activities will deliver. THANKYOU HELEN  

 

PFA INVITE from PRESIDENT - RENEE BURLEY 
We’d like to invite you to TBPS LOCKDOWN DISCO on FRIDAY AUG 28th at 6.00pm  
 
You don’t have to come along and no one will know if you do or not. We are running a Zoom Disco 
through Kids Disco Parties. It will run for between 30 and 40 minutes. To ensure the safety of all who join, 
this event is a one-way stream for students. This means they will see only the DJ, not any of the other 
participants and the DJ will not be able to see or hear them. 
 
Next week we will send out information via COMPASS and Dojo including the login details for families  
 
 
GROUNDS UPDATE 
I am pleased to report that our grounds project continues, but at a slower pace due to the restriction of 

just 5 x trades people allowed on site each day. These guys have been completing retaining walls on the 

high side of the senior basketball court and behind the gym in preparation of for the installation of a huge 

water tank for the oval sprinkling system.  

 

In this week’s newsletter I have included some photographs of the senior BB court, the nearly finished 

new sensory playground, the new path into the school from Mountain Highway and several shots of our 

new oval. Slowly but surely it is coming together – it still brings a smile to my face as I look to the future 

when your kids / our students are enjoying the new grounds. 

 

Graeme Russell 
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AUGUST 
 
10th  Alex H 
 
11th  Aysha B 
  Brody K 
 
12th  Nixon H 
 
13th  Alisala D 
 
14th  Keira Y 
 
15th  Sadie M 
  Tyler B 
 
16th  Tilly M 
  Constance H 
  Darcy M   
 

Grade 3 & 4 Remote Learning  
Paralympian Sessions 

 
 

Next Thursday 20
th
 August, our Grade 3 & 4  

students will have to opportunity to join an online 
session to hear a Paralympian share about being 

an elite athlete with an impairment.  
 

This will be a great chance to build on our  
understanding of our CBL Big Idea, ‘Diversity’, that 

we have been looking at throughout this term.  
 

There will be two sessions running with students 
hearing from either Hannah Macdougall, or Alistair 

Donohoe (both Paracyclists).  
 

Details for the sessions will be posted on  
Class Dojo, and a link to join will be sent to  
students’ @thebasinps.com email address.  

 
It will be great to see our students celebrating  

diversity though these sessions. 

 

 
BOOK CLUB - ISSUE 6 

 
 
Scholastic Book Club Issue 6 is now available to 
order online: 
 
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5667/bc-
620.pdf  
 
Or via the Loop app. Your orders will be delivered 
to your home. 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5667/bc-620.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5667/bc-620.pdf


 



 



 


