
APRIL 14th  

GREAT START 

Welcome back to the first week of Term 2 everyone.  I hope you all 

had a wonderful break spending valuable time with your family. After a 

couple of days of catching my breath, I attacked the ‘never ending job 

list’ my wife updates regularly. Catching up with our grandchildren and 

friends was also on the agenda. Overall it was a good break which also 

involved a meeting with the schools architects’ to fine tune the master 

plan in preparation for an approval meeting with the education depart-

ment.  

I am always proud of the way our students and staff settle quickly into 

the  teaching and learning mode following a holiday break. This was 

acknowledged several times by a prospective parent I conducted a tour 

with at 10am on Monday. Touring people always mention how engaged 

and how welcoming our students and staff are as we walk around the 

school and into classrooms. 

Term 2 is always a busy one that includes Education Week, Anzac Day 

services, Grandparents day, Cross Country, NAPLAN, Dance Fair, School 

Photographs, District Aths and Cross Country events, excursions and 

many other exciting activities. There is always a lot for our children to 

engage with at our school in this term.   

 

CAR PARKING REQUEST 

Parents are NOT to park in the staff carpark off Liverpool Road – the 

main offenders are parents of children in Grade 3 & 4 and we respec-

tively request these parents to park elsewhere. I emphasize with the 

situation however remind everyone that we are exceptionally better off 

than most schools when considering the number of internal spaces we 

have available. Last year we even opened up the junior side basketball 

court as an additional parking area. The staff carpark in question is for 

staff, visiting personnel and delivery people ONLY and the couple of 

available spaces must be kept open.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF ‘COMPASS’ 

Compass is a comprehensive suite of integrated web-based software 

tools designed specifically for Australian schools. Most secondary schools 

operate COMPASS and families with a secondary student will know a 

great deal about this program already. 
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TERM DATES FOR 2016 

 

TERM 1  

27th Jan - 24th March 

TERM 2 

11th April - 24th June 

TERM 3 

11th July - 16th Sept 

TERM 4 

3rd Oct - 20th Dec 

 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



What does Compass do for me? 

Compass allows parents access to up-to-date and meaningful information about our school and your 

child’s progress. Compass includes many different features, including the ability to: 

•  Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter approval for absence or lateness 

•  Communicate with your child’s teachers, and update your family contact details 

 View your child’s timetable and the school calendar       

 Monitor your child’s homework and assessment tasks 

•  Download and view your child’s progress and semester reports 

•  Book parent-teacher conferences 

•  Pay and provide consent for events and school fees 

Our school will advise parents when each of these features becomes available for parent use. The 

first one being the June reports. 

 

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY                                                                          

All of our senior students (Years 5 &6) will be asked to complete a survey in the coming week/s re-

garding how they see their life at school: their studies, their relationships with their teacher/s, 

their peers and how safe they feel. This survey is completed by senior students across the state at 

this time of the year to determine key areas for schools to focus upon and improve in. How our stu-

dents feel at school and how engaged they are in their work is extremely important to us.   

 

EXCURSIONS                                                                                                    

Each term excursions and/or incursions are organised to support the integrated unit the children are 

studying that term. Next Tuesday our Grade 5/6 students are heading off very early to visit Sover-

eign Hill to support their ‘Gold Rush’ theme this term. I’m positive they will cope with the 7:30am 

start and 8:15pm return! It will be an exciting day and information learned will set up their terms 

work in this area. 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS                                                                                                 

Could I ask our current families with a younger child starting Prep in 2017 to enrol as soon as possi-

ble please? Interest in our school continues to be very high with many tours already conducted and 

many more booked. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS - Thursday 21ST April 

A reminder to parents and children that school photographs are next Thursday  and it’s really im-

portant that all children are in their correct school uniform. 



TRANSITIONING FROM PRIMARY TO SECONDARY SCHOOL                                              

(Based on DET document:  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/secondary )            

Starting secondary school is one of the biggest steps in your child's life. As there are a variety of 

options for your child's secondary education; choose a school to suit your child's needs. You may 

want to make a list of things that are important to you and your child or visit the schools you are 

interested in; they welcome enquiries and will organise a time to visit. 

Making your choice 

An important step is to involve your child in deciding which secondary school they will go to. The fol-

lowing questions may assist you as you consider which secondary school will best benefit your child.  

 Will the school cater for your child’s needs and interests?  

 How does the school support children with additional needs?  

 How important is it that your child knows other children at the school?  

 Does your family have a connection to a particular school?  

 Do you have older children already attending a secondary school? If so, will your child benefit 

from going to the same school as their brother or sister?  

 How far do you want your child to travel each day?  

 Are any schools close to home and/or your work suitable for your child?  

 What extra curricula activities does the school offer?  

 Does the school offer scholarships?  

 Is the school welcoming? – You’ll know this as soon as you walk in the door.   

 Do you agree with, or at least like, the way the school approaches teaching their students?  

 Does the school’s policy on homework and discipline reflect your own values and expectations?  

 What is the school's approach to dealing with bullying?  

 What educational programs are offered?  

 Does the school specialize in any particular area?  

 

Graeme Russell 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING BEE 

Saturday 16th April 2016 

 

- general gardening tasks. Bring your 

rakes, whipper snippers, chainsaws, trail-

ers etc.  All welcome.             

Refreshments provided. 

Andrew Caulfield - B & G Conveynor. 
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