AUGUST 15th
AUGUST
16th District Aths, Knox
19th BOOK WEEK
Dress Up Day
20th 1/2 Excursion
Chess Club Tournament
21st 1/2 Excursion
Prep Excursion
22nd Prep Excursion
23rd DAFFODIL DAY
27th Science Extension
Excursion
30th Prep Father’s Day
Breakfast
Grade 2 Sleepover
5/6 Summer Sports #1
SEPTEMBER
4th Grade 5 at Heathmont
College
5th Grade 1 Incursion
6th 5/6 Summer Sports #2
16th FOOTY DAY
18th Division Aths, Knox
20th Last Day of Term
TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 3
15th July—20th Sept
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
WAKAKIRRI PERFORMANCE
Last Monday our Wakakirri team travelled to Frankston and performed
at the Arts Centre against five other schools. Colin Hartley, accompanying staff and parents were full of praise with the team’s performance. At
the end of the night, the team was presented with a Participation Award
plus the Best Creative use of Props and Costumes as well as the Best T
-shirt Design. Their story performance titled ‘The Ripple Effect’ was
clearly understood and dramatically delivered. Personally I believed we
should have been awarded the Best Public Speaking Award as Payton,
Callum and Skyla spoke really well about the teams dance story – but
I’m biased.
We are now waiting to hear whether the team progress to the state final
– fingers crossed! I would like to acknowledge Colin Hartley and Lisa
MacLean for all the hours of preparation they put into this performance
and their dedication, to our students who practiced hard including coming to school over the last school holidays and to Colin’s many helpers –
staff members and parents. We are all very proud of each one of you!
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
The responses from our parent community are very valuable for our
School Council so I would encourage any family who was nominated to
complete one of the 150 surveys to take the time to complete it ASAP. I
received an email yesterday informing me that to date only 26 families
have completed the survey. Your opinions are very important to us as
we continue our journey towards becoming an even better school. We
would like to achieve a 100% survey completion rate this year.
NAPLAN
The 2019 National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) results for Year 3 and 5 students will be received by schools
early September and distributed to the children. The results of the
NAPLAN tests provide diagnostic information for parents and teachers
about a child’s performance in Literacy and Numeracy. This information
is used to support our teaching and learning programs and improve student achievement. Please remember that the NAPLAN tests are just a
‘snapshot’ of student performance and are conducted under test conditions within short timelines in May. Parents are encouraged to contact
their child’s teacher should they have any questions about the results.

DISTRICT ATHLETICS
This Friday we have 74 students representing our school at the District Athletics event and we wish all
competitors all the very best. Moving into the large school section of the Ferntree Gully Primary School
Sports Association has brought a different set of challenges for our students and PE Faculty from previous years and competing in August is one of them. I would like to commend our students for attending all practice sessions with Mr Goldie and Mr Thomson before school, during playtimes and
lunchtimes with most of them being held in our new gym. All the very best – GO THE BASIN!
EVENTS COMING UP









Science stall – Thursday and Friday morning & afternoon, after the assembly this week
Friday 16th - District Athletics
Next Week – BOOK WEEK
Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st Grade 1/2 Aquarium excursion over two days
Wednesday 21st & Thursday 22nd Prep Excursion o Casey Safety Village
Daffodil Day Friday 23rd - being run by the Junior School Council
Science Extension excursion – Helen Clark on Tuesday 27th August
Friday 30th is Prep Father’s Day breakfast and the Grade 2 Sleepover.

Graeme Russell

August
11th

Brody K
Aysha B

14th

Keira Y

15th

Tyler B
Lara Y
Taylor C

16th

Constance H
Tilly M
Darcy M

17th

Joel W

GRADE 3/4/5/6 SWIMMING PROGRAM
Incredibly only 40% of Primary School students are considered safe in
water. So it was pleasing to see around 200 of our Grade 3/4/5/6 students taking part in last week’s swimming program. As a part of a government directive the program has a strong focus on survival. The
hour long lessons provided the opportunity to develop strength, stroke
technique and endurance. We are also very proud of the behaviour
displayed by our students. It is always pleasing to hear the positive
comments from bus drivers, pool staff and the general public. Thanks
also to staff and parents for their support of the program as it could not
run without the extra help we receive on the bus and in the change
rooms. Achievement certificates will be completed by instructors, returned to school and handed out as soon as available.
Swimming Trials – On Thursday we held time trials for Grade 3/4/5 at
the pool to help select our 2020 District Swimming team (held in early
term 1). Thanks very much to all staff and parents who assisted with
these trials. The determination of each student involved was obvious
and we congratulate all who took part. The team will be announced at
the beginning of next year. Any families who wish to submit a new time
between now and then are welcome to, as we are aware that there
can be significant improvement made over the coming months. (All
times must be taken in a 50m pool).

2019 Student Eyecare Program at The
Basin Primary School
The school is pleased to announce that it will be running a welfare initiative called the Student
Eyecare Program. An optometrist will be onsite during school hours to provide students with a
comprehensive eye examination. Each attendee will receive an individual report regarding the
eye health and a prescription will be provided if glasses are required. The school will not have
access to the individual report but will be notified if glasses were recommended. Please note
that this service does not sell glasses and the prescription can be taken to any optical store.
The program’s aim is to detect visual problems that may interfere with a student’s learning
abilities and subsequently hinder their academic potential. A significant number of students
have visual problems that go undetected. The main visual issues that go undetected are inadequate focusing and eye teaming abilities that could lead to symptoms such as poor concentration, fatigue, headaches and unwillingness to read.
This eye health service is available to all students and is covered by Medicare Australia. It is a
Medicare Bulk Billing service– so there is no cost to the students. The form below is to be
completed by the parent or guardian.
If you wish to have your child’s vision assessed please follow this link:
https://forms.gle/Y9CGD4AnxRib4md76

Alternatively a permission form can be collected from the school office.

