MAY 16th
May
14—16th 3 and 5 Naplan
20th 3/4 excursion
22nd NEVER rehearsal
OPEN NIGHT
28th NEVER Concert
June
4th Divison X country
7th Prep Zoo excursion
5/6 Winter round
robin #1
14th 5/6 Winter round
robin #2
19th School Concert
20th School Concert
21st 5/6 Girls footy
28th End of Term
2.30pm finish
NO LUNCH ORDERS
TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 2
23rd April—28th June
TERM 3
15th July—20th Sept
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
RETURN
I would like to thank Dale Goldsmith, Donna Krenn and the whole staff,
who not only did their own job over the last three weeks, but mine as
well as I recovered from some surgery. It’s really great to be back
and my wife was happy to see me return to work as well.
MOTHER’S DAY
A special thank you to Michelle Peak and members of the PFA for organising the Mother’s Day stalls. The children enjoyed the wonderful
array of gifts that Michelle selected and there was much excitement
as the children visited the stalls. I trust all mothers had a wonderful
day with your family last Sunday and I hope that you enjoyed the gifts
received from the children.
PARENT CYBER BULLYING INFORMATION NIGHT
Last Tuesday, 14th May, an Information session was held for parents
and carers regarding cyber bullying. The program was presented by
ThinkUKnow, an evidence-based cyber safety program that provides
presentations to Australian parent, carers, teachers and students.
The presentation covered a range of topics including cyber bullying,
online child exploitation, online privacy, and importantly what to do
when something goes wrong. A smaller than expected audience attended the information session and feedback was very positive with
parents feeling more confident and comfortable in discussing cyber
safety with their children.
SOLAR SPEED LIGHTS
As previously mentioned in past newsletters after a long process with
VicRoads, solar 40km speed lights were switched on from last Monday
morning. We hope to see a reduction in speed along Liverpool Road
providing additional safety for our families arriving and departing our
school grounds.
COMMUNITY WALK TO SCHOOL
As a part of our involvement in Walk Safely to School Day 2019, we
would like to invite our school community to join staff members on a
walk to school. The community walk will take place tomorrow, Friday
17th May at 8.30a.m. Staff members will leave from 3 starting points:
The Basin Triangle
Batterham Reserve (Driveway end)
Miller Park Reserve (Carpark)
Hope you can join us!

EDUCATION WEEK from 20th- 24th MAY
This year’s Education Week theme is 'Celebrating Careers and Pathways’ to help young people see
the connection between their interests and their ambitions. The focus on careers reinforces the importance of enabling everyone to follow their dream and pursue a career that connects with their
passions, interests, lifestyles and values.
The children will be engaged in various activities, related to careers, in their classroom during the
week. A special event next Wednesday is a whole school assembly commencing at 12:30pm where we
have invited some guests to speak about their occupation – the Major of Knox and Law students, a
Scientist, a Policeman/Women, an Emergency Nurse a Stunt Man/Instructor, possibly a flight attendant will be speaking.
Our school will hold an Open Night on Wednesday 22 nd May from 6pm to 7.30pm. Parents and
friends are welcome to walk around the school themselves and visit our friendly staff in their classrooms, as well as see some of the students’ work.
School tours will also be offered starting from the main office at 6.15pm, 6.30pm and 7pm.
GRADE 6 TRANSITION
A reminder to all parents of Grade 6 children that your ‘application for enrolment’ for transition to
secondary school is due back by tomorrow, Friday 17th May. This is a very important document that
must be sent back, with all sections completed, even if your child is going to a non-government
school.
RUG UP FOR WINTER
Winter is almost here and it is typically extra wet and cold on the hill. We encourage all students to
have a named waterproof and warm jacket to wear at recess times over the winter. Unless it is
raining heavily, our students will go outside at recess and lunchtime and therefore need to be prepared. Please remember that students are not to bring valuable or precious belongings to school.
Teachers will provide games and activities for students to do during wet day timetables.
Unfortunately, winter also brings colds and flu. Please keep your child at home if they present with
cold and flu symptoms. We need to reduce germs in the classroom and keep our teachers and students healthy.
NAPLAN
CONGRATULATIONS to all our Grade 3 & 5 students who will complete the NAPLAN testing this
week. A great job to all the teachers who have influenced these students over the years. Remember
that educating a child is our collective responsibility. Congratulations to us all - parents, students
and teachers. Our school elected to continue using the paper copies of the NAPLAN assessment
booklets to avoid connectivity problems that clearly interrupted children in many schools undertaking
the assessment tasks.
STUDENT OPINION SURVEY
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction
and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School
Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist
schools to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will
use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
All students from Years 4 -6 will participate in the survey over the coming fortnight. It is important
to note that we are not in any way ‘testing’ your child. All responses to the survey are anonymous.
Graeme Russell

MANNERS
This term, all staff will be focussing on using ‘good manners’ in the classroom and
playground. Using good manners shows respect for others.
This week our focus has been on saying “Excuse me please”
WAYS TO POLITELY USE “EXCUSE ME PLEASE”:
When you need to pass by someone who is in your path
When you accidentally burp.
To announce that you need to exit the room or conversation for a moment during
a meal or event
Do not interrupt grown-ups who are speaking with each other unless there
is an emergency. They will notice you and respond when they are finished talking. If you do need to get somebody's attention right away, the
phrase "excuse me" is the most polite way for you to enter the conversation.
“Friends and good manners will carry you where money won’t go.”
Margaret Walker
PLAY IS THE WAY
WHY GAMES?

Help habituate socially effective and culturally appropriate behaviour


Teach children to respond appropriately to success AND failure



Assist children to control impulsive behaviour



Strengthen teamwork and cooperation



Foster empathy, respect and appreciation of difference



Develop self-motivation and perseverance



Build optimism and resilience



Help hone skills that help them to live, learn, work and play well



Improve social, emotional, physical and mental health of children



Are mini societies in action
“You can learn more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of conversation”
Plato

Donna Krenn

TAKE HOME READERS
Could we please request that families
check at home for any readers that have
not been sent back to school. Each book
costs between $8 - $15 per copy. This
becomes very expensive when as few as
10 or so readers per class need to be replaced. We really appreciate your assistance with this reader hunt!

May
12th
13th
14th
15th
18th

Lyla W
Leah S
Rhyleigh R
Marley G
Palan S
Sveta M
Roy L
Kai S
Ella R
Cody M
Maddison H
Ben V L
Leo H

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY 2019 – School Community Walk
Friday 17th May is National Walk Safely to School Day. The day is aimed at promoting physical activity, encouraging safe pedestrian habits, reducing traffic congestion around schools and air pollution.
As a part of our involvement in National Walk Safely to School Day we would like
to invite our school community to join staff members on a walk to school. Staff
members will leave from 3 starting points at 8.30a.m:
The Basin Triangle
Batterham Reserve (Driveway end)
Miller Park Reserve (Carpark)
Hope you can join us!

