
SEPTEMBER 17th 

 

END OR TERM 3 
What an amazing 10 weeks we have successfully navigated. I would like to 
CONGRATUALTE all members of this wonderful school community.  
Together we have risen to the challenges that have presented themselves 
as a state and a school community and we have succeeded. Our staff have 
been nothing short of amazing demonstrating great teamwork and  
determination to support our students/your children from our Educational 
Support staff, all classroom and specialist teachers, our office staff, our 
amazing chaplain and Assistant Principals.  
 
I would also on behalf of our staff sincerely acknowledge and congratulate 
our parents on their amazing work in teaching and supporting their  
children. Maybe one or two of them might consider a career change. There 
is no doubt that most children have progressed – how can they not have 
with so much 1:1 support from parents! Classroom teachers can’t provide 
that level of 1:1 support in a normal busy classroom. We are currently  
finalising details around supporting those children who need additional help 
from term 4, especially in the key area of reading. 
 
At least going into a well-deserved holiday break we know that our Prep to 
Grade 2 children will return in week 2 of term 4 and fingers crossed our 
Grade 3-6 students shortly after. 
  
As our ‘grounds project’ won’t be finishing until the middle of term 4, we will 
be reinstating the ‘PICK UP & DROP OFF’ procedures used in term 2 from 
week 2 of term 4. Further information about this procedure will be send out 
next term.  
 
I would like to ask parents parking in the side streets off Mountain Highway 
to be considerate of our neighbours by parking further away, spreading out 
and not congesting their roads. We did receive several calls about drive-
ways being blocked and people using hoses. Thankyou for your future  
cooperation.  
 
We would like to thank the parents who have provided the following feed-
back to our teachers - 
 
 As the time/ restrictions have evolved, it was great to see TBPS 

change how the curriculum was delivered. To hear that it wasn't  
mandatory to complete every task, was quite relieving. It was also 
great to vary the Zoom criteria and to break it up a bit, specifically 
with small group/ class and personal zoom calls. We particularly 
found the support to improve/ build upon our child's current workload 
was also handled really well in our eyes. A lot of attention and  
encouragement was given to us and our child. 

 
 
OCTOBER 
 
5th - Remote Learning 
(Whole School) 
 
12th - Preps, 1’s and 2’s  
Return to School On-Site.  
 
17th - 23rd - BOOK WEEK ! 
 
 
TERM 3 
 
13th July - 18th September 
 
TERM 4 
 
5th October - 18th December 
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



 We have been and continue to be impressed with your teaching methods and program. There is no doubt 

of your dedication to the children and the excellence in your skills. If we had a wish going forward it would 

be that at some time in the future in another grade that you would be a classroom teacher for him again. 

Thankyou for being so good to all of us. 

 Thankyou for your support and hard work. Remote learning has been successful thanks to the amazing 

teachers. 

 I’ve found it extremely easy to follow. Thanks for all the work you have put into the online learning. You 

definitely deserve a cheese platter and wine tonight. 

 You’ve been amazing, thank you. 

 Just wanted to say a big thank you for being so lovely with my child this morning. I could hear you from 

the other room. Your kind words may have brought a little tear to my eye.  

 Credit to you for being so organised and helping to make this as easy and positive as possible. 

 Thankyou for teaching us as parents as well - as we went along and guiding us. 

 Thankyou teachers at The Basin Primary School for all the hard work and making remote learning so fun. 

 We appreciate the quick responses to work from all the specialist teachers. 

 The Basin Primary school has exceeded our expectations. The work has been fun especially the maths 

and we have enjoyed all the extra's such as the assemblies and the Science week activities.  

 Your morning videos are fantastic! Great motivation for my child 

 Thanks again for your valuable feedback and advice as always 

 Thankyou for all your support during this difficult time 

 We really appreciate everything you and the school have done. 

 I want to take this opportunity to say that her teachers have been nothing short of wonderful during this 

time. I have a 4 year old and newborn at home and they have been so supportive and encouraging while I 

juggle home schooling. 

 ‘We are very grateful to have had such wonderful support during such a strange time in our lives. The  

daily program and workload was clear and easy to follow. The activities were fun for the children. I am so 

glad to be part of such a fantastic school with such beautiful caring teachers.” 

 We are very happy. The support has been amazing and the amount of work was perfect for us. Thank you 

for all your hard work and making a hard situation that bit easier. 

 I’m happy. I think you have all done an amazing job at getting the work together, trying to accommodate 

the children’s different levels of learning and assessments in the best way you can. Nobody has been 

trained for this scenario so I think it has been as successful as it could be. 

 
Thankyou for these lovely comments which mean so much!  
 

HAPPENINGS FROM AROUND THE GRADES 
 
In our last week of term, our Prep students have enjoyed engaging in some cooking and drawing  
activities. It has been wonderful to see the colourful and Funny Face biscuits and Crunchy Cornflake 
Honey Joys and know that they had just as fun making them as they did eating them!  We have also 
seen some fabulous directional drawings of unicorns, animals, friends and our favourite characters. On 
Tuesday the Preps met Rory the Broodle in the virtual Responsible Pet Ownership Program and learnt 
all about approaching dogs safely and pet care.  
 
On Thursday the children participated in the Virtual Animal Encounters Tour at the Werribee Zoo. The 
children had the opportunity to virtually feed the giraffes at the zoo whilst learning some very interest-
ing facts about these amazing animals. We will be finishing up the week with a fun alphabet scavenger 
hunt and some dancing to Katy Perry’s Firework! We are so proud of the positivity and resilience the 
children have all shown throughout this term with Remote Learning.  
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our AMAZING parents for or all of their time and 
effort in navigating a whole term of learning from home. Thank you for uploading your child's work,  
recording their reading and getting onto Zoom. We really appreciate everything you did at home to 
continue and support your child with their learning. We hope you enjoy a well-deserved rest over the 
school holidays! 
 



 

The Grade 1s have been busy making cookies out of cardboard as an extension to their multiplication topic in 
Maths. On the back of these cookies, the students wrote messages of hope and will give them to their family, 
friends or post in neighbour’s letter boxes. Some of the messages read 'keep moving' 'big hugs' and 'keep  
smiling'  We continued with the theme of cookies for our Writing seed. Each Grade 1 class decorated real  
cookies/biscuits with icing and lollies on their class zoom.  
 
Grade 2's have been happy completing their 'Potato Games' enjoying the events with some of their  
families and siblings joining in with their own athletes. Some 'athletes' have not made it to the end of the games, 
without needing attention, this has benefited in humorous writings in creative newspaper articles and athlete  
diaries. Grade 2's have also delighted in decorating biscuits for their end of term celebrations during their class 
video chats this week. All the Grade 2 teachers say congratulations on a terrific term full of learning and fun 
Grade 2. We look forward to seeing you at school next term. Enjoy your holidays.  
 
This week has seen our Grade 3’s engage in some fun activities to finish off the term. Following on from 
their exploration of Diversity, they have learnt about, played and created games and activities from different  
cultures. Each day has also involved a themed Google Meet session including a Mini-Movie, Drawing session, 
Talent Show and Quiz. They have kept up their maths skills by challenging their classmates on Live Mathletics, 
including some challenges against the teachers. Friday will see our Grade 3’s meet together in a whole level 
Footy themed session to celebrate what has been an incredibly different Term 3 with everyone looking forward 
to a holiday break. 
 
Grade 4 Highlights Week 9 and 10 

With writing being a whole school focus this year, we could not let Term 3 pass without congratulating 
our students on the incredible progress they have made as authors. From students who already wrote 
well but have worked at improving the quality and impact of their pieces, to students who find writing 
incredibly challenging but have persisted and strived to produce work of which they (and we) are very 
proud. 

In daily email exchanges this week, our students have been asked to reflect on their learning from the 
term. Writing featured heavily as a source of pride: 
 
My biggest goal for next term is writing a lot more than I used to. 
My favourite piece of work is the aged care letter because it made me feel so good. 
My proudest work this term is the 8 day writing adventure of the aboriginal snake because I could use 
my imagination for anything. 
 
I think my favourite English activity for the term was writing about my Paralympian because I got to do 
some research on my lap top. 
 
My favourite activity from Term 3 was writing my letter to Marie and I hope it makes her smile. 
With English I enjoyed the task where we got to write our own stories.  
 
My Term 4 goal is to use a thesaurus to find new words and make my writing even more interesting to 
read!  
 
My goal for Term 4 in English is since I have started writing my own songs, I want to make new songs.  
 
What I found most enjoyable was my writing because I wrote the longest piece I have done.  
 
I think my favourite English activity this term was doing the 8 day writing adventure because I learnt 
heaps of facts about Aboriginal rock art when I searched for the information.  
 
A key feature of our writing discussions with our students is the importance of purpose. Last week our 
students were given an extremely important purpose for their writing. Our mission? To brighten 
someone’s day.  Through a contact with one of our parents, we were made aware of the incredible 
sense of isolation residents of aged care facilities are experiencing at the moment. Our kids happily 
accepted the challenge of working over four days to produce a letter that would help these residents 
know they are not forgotten.  



 
Altogether we were able to send 72 letters full of  
interesting information and insightful questions. We know 
that the recipients will appreciate the time and effort the 
kids went to in order to put a smile on their faces. These 
are just a few examples of the wonderful work we sent 
off: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



GRADEs 5/6  
This week the Year 5/6s listened to the song "Turn off the News'" by Lukas Nelson (Willie Nelson's son).  The 
students were then set the challenge of either adapting this song or creating their own.  They did a fantastic job 
and we believe there may be some future ARIA winning songwriters in our midst. 
 
We also started sharing our CBL Diversity research projects.  Students shared lots of marvellous facts they  
discovered about countries all over the world.  It was brilliant, and like going on a World Trip without leaving our 
houses.  
 

 

 

 
 
Over the break I plan to turn the screens off, stop thinking and talking about COVID and get outside. 
My boss at home makes lists so my goal is to reduce that list, however history shows that I never quite 
get to the end.  
 
Once again CONGRATULATIONS everyone, I am so very proud of each one of you - take care and 
keep safe – see you all in term 4. 
 
Graeme Russell 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
14th  Jett B 
  Logan H 
  Jack H 
  Archer L 
15th  Jack A 
16th  Cameron P 
  Teah S 
17th  Molly M 
18th  Chloe S 
  Ava G 
  Caleb W 
19th  Xavier W 
20th  Tayla M 
22nd  Tamyika J 
  Cooper L 
  Lily E 
23rd  Oliver T 
25th  William L-S 
  Chloe G 
  Allison S 
  Cooper S 
28th  Mason B 
29th  Rachel S 
  Levi M 
30th  Stephanie R 
  Elijah K 
  Alex R 
 
OCTOBER 
 
1st  Tyler C 
  Ross E 
2nd  Olive D 
  Seth L 
  Louise E 
3rd  Isaiah F 
  Tully S 
4th  William G 



 



 


