
FEBRUARY 18th 

STAFFING NEWS 

At the end of term Kristen Conrau 1C and Brittany Davidson 4D will 

commence Family Leave. We have appointed Kate Mitchell to replace 

Brittany and Luisa Rampone to replace Kristen. Both these ladies will 

commence next week and work alongside Kristen and Brittany to allow 

for a smooth transition for the children. 

 

PFA ELECTIONS 

It is with pleasure that I announce to the school community that at the 

recent PFA meeting - Fiona Jackson was elected President and Angela 

Sykes Secretary. I know the PFA have organised some fun activities for 

the children along with their annual fundraising events which will add to 

the impressive tally raised last year which will go towards running lanes 

around our oval. We plan to incorporate the running track into the 

planned oval upgrade works later this year. 

 

CAR PARKING  

Once again I need to mention safety issues in our carpark. I know the 

vast majority of parents behave in a patient and courteous manner but 

it’s disappointing to hear stories of inappropriate behaviour. I once again 

request that parents drive slowly, be patient in exiting, don’t walk 

across the driveway but take a few extra minutes by walking around the 

paths to their vehicles and above all setting a good example to our    

students – your children! Thankyou for your cooperation. 

 

KNOX SCHOOLS EXPO 2016 

When: Thursday 17th March 5:45pm - 8.45pm 

Where: Knox Civic Centre, 511 Burwood Hwy Wantirna South 3152 

The Knox Schools Expo is an annual Information Night for parents/

guardians of Years 5 & 6 children changing to secondary school in 

2017/18, or for those with younger children who like to plan ahead. The 

Knox Schools Expo’s main focus is to provide an opportunity for parents/

carers to access information from local Secondary Schools in a central 

location and as such all the Secondary Schools in Knox have been invited 

to attend. Parents can have conversations with representatives from 

Knox Secondary Schools, and attend a Q&A session at 7:00pm will pro-

vide an opportunity to explore/discuss critical factors when selecting a 

secondary school. Advice for parents selecting secondary school can be 

found on the Education Department site -  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/secondary/Pages/

default.aspx 

February 

19th District Swimming 

23rd -24th 

Parent/Teacher Interview 

 

March 

1st 1C & 2D Lego Exc 

2nd 1M & 2S Lego Exc 

3rd 1W & 2W Lego Exc 

11th Prep Incursion 

14th Labour Day 

18th Curriculum Day 

21st School Council Meet 

24th Last Day Term 

 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2016 

 

TERM 1  

27th Jan - 24th March 

TERM 2 

11th April - 24th June 

TERM 3 

11th July - 16th Sept 

TERM 4 

3rd Oct - 20th Dec 

 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



 2016 STUDENT LEADERSHIP POSITIONS                                                                  

At last week’s ‘outside’ assembly we had a surprise visitor in James Merlino - Education for Minister 

and Deputy Premier of Victoria who attended to present badges to our 2016 Grade 6 Leaders. This 

was a special occasion for our Grade 6 students and made more memorable by having Minister Merli-

no attend. It is with great pleasure that I officially announce to the School Community the following 

Student Leadership positions for this year -  

SCHOOL CAPTAINS: Chelsea Hillier and Zephyr Mitchell 

HOUSE CAPTAINS & VICE CAPTAINS: 

GRADE 6 LEADERS: 

WORKING WITH CHILDRENS CHECK (another reminder)                                                

Parents volunteering in our many programs are required to have a current WWCC which can be ap-

plied for at the following online site -  

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/ 

Once you have filled in the online application form, you need to go to a participating Australia Post 

retail outlet to lodge your application. 

PREP FAMILY FUN NIGHT                                                                                  

What a great night! This annual low key event provides an opportunity for both Prep parents and 

their children to meet socially and enjoy some games together. Thankyou to our Prep teachers for 

their organisation, Mr Goldie for organising the sports equipment and games and to Mr Ossie who 

finished the night with a few songs with our lovely Prep children. Also thanks to the dads who did a 

great job cooking the sausages! 

ANNUAL CONSENT FORMS                                                                                

Thankyou to the parents who have already returned the signed consent sheet in relation to the annu-

al permission forms. Can I urge parents who have not returned these forms to do so ASAP? 

 

 

  CAPTAINS VICE CAPTAINS 

MILLER Lauren Hassing & James Keltie Ashley Wittman & Jake Dummett 

CHANDLER Kaity Mayfield & Jarvis Dodds Ava Dreher & Tyson Wright 

FERNDALE Laura Fyfe & James Eldridge Martha Bone & Evan Cribb 

DOONGALLA Claire Dobson & Hayden Smith Dayna Airs & Ethan Bloomer 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL CAPTAINS Jhye Smith & Kaylee Allen 

ICT CAPTAINS Breea Nunziante & Gemma Hargrave 

ENVIRONMENTAL CAPTAINS Alannah Major & Nikith Kanduri 

Chloe Aiwaz 

Jayde Andrew 

Bailey Bascombe-Hay 

Alex Bray 

Tim Brown 

Thomas Ciccone 

Zac Couch 

Jaqui Dornbierer 

Maddison Hartley 

Ben Gill 

Jada Lacy 

Kiah Haysom 

Keely Joyce 

Michaela Lewis-Lutwyche 

Sara-Rose Lock 

Breanna Macgregor 

Kaylah Mitchell 

  

Ashlee Pickup 

Charlet Pride 

Darcy Stephen 

Gareth Tuituiohu 

Emily Turnbull 

Jasmine Willoughby 

Jade Yeomans 

Caitlin Zinnow 

  



 STUDENT WELL BEING & CONTACT NUMBERS                                                        

Could I please urge all parents to keep the school notified of any changes to Emergency Contact mo-

bile numbers and those listed as secondary contacts? If your child is ill at school, or suffers an ac-

cident, then staff will give immediate care and appropriate first aid. Please also keep the Office in-

formed of any change in medical issues faced by your children as this helps us to make the best 

choices for their welfare. Similarly, if you are running late to collect your child after school we now 

have the Outside School Care program based at our school.  

2016 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS                                                                       

Each year vacancies occur on School Council as parent and staff members complete their two year 

term. There are four parent and two staff vacancies each year. Notice of Election Schedule is as 

follows: 

Monday 22nd February Call for nominations (Forms can be obtained at the office) 

Monday 7th March  Nominations close 

Tuesday 8th March   Candidate List is announced 

Wednesday 9th March  A ballot will be required if nominations exceed the number of vacancies 

Thursday 10th March Declaration of Ballot 

Monday 16th March  Next Council Meeting  

Nomination forms are available from the office. The expectation is attendance at School Council 

meetings which are held on the third Monday of each month totalling a minimum of 8 meetings for 

the year, as well as becoming a member of Council Sub committees which include Finance, Education, 

Buildings & Grounds, Publicity and Parent & Friends Association. I have included the following infor-

mation to assist candidates. 

What is a School Council and what does it do? 

All Government schools in Victoria have a School Council. They are legally formed bodies that are 

given powers to set the key directions of a school within Departmental provided guidelines. In doing 

this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides 

for its students. 

Who is on the School Council? 

There are three possible categories of membership: 

• A mandated elected Parent Category. More than one third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) employees can be Par-

ent members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

• A mandated elected DEECD Employee Category. Members of this category may make up no more 

than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically 

one of these members. 

• An optional Community Member Category. Members of this category are co-opted by a decision of 

the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible 

to be Community members. The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must 

retire each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent Membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 

the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involve-



 Why is Parent Membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape 

the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involve-

ment satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, bal-

lots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of 

this, you might seriously consider - standing for election as a member of the school council or en-

couraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on School Council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with 

others to help shape the school’s future. 

What do you need to do to stand for election? 

The Principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each 

year. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candi-

date or you can nominate yourself in the Parent Category. DEECD employees whose child is enrolled 

in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as parents for the school council 

where their child is enrolled. 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the timeframe stated on the 

Notice of Election Schedule. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt following the receipt of your 

completed nomination. If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a 

ballot will be conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

If you require further information please contact the office. 

  

GETTING to KNOW YOU’ INTERVIEWS                                                                       

I urge parents to take up the opportunity to organise an interview with your child’s new teacher on 

Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th February between 4:00 to 7:00pm. A letter explaining the booking 

procedure and link was distributed last Friday. Parents requiring assistance can contact the office 

for help. 

Graeme Russell 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you hold a valid concession card or are 

a temporary foster parent, you may be 

eligible for CSEF.  Please fill in the CSEF 

form which is included in this newsletter 

and bring it to the office a.s.a.p.  The 

allowance will be paid to the school to use 

towards expenses relating to camps, ex-

cursions or sporting activities for the  

benefit of your child. 

 

 

SCHOOL FEES 

If you have elected to pay your school 

fees via the instalment plans,           

payment two is now due. 

 

Intalment Plan A - $50.00 

Instalment Plan B - $80.00 

CSEF Instalment Plan - $65.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

15th  Erika Tauchert 

20th  Jake Porter 

21st  Ava Bridges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

                            

 

                      

 

                      



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


