DECEMBER 19th
DECEMBER
19th 1/2 Box Cart Race,
LAST DAY OF TERM (2:30pm
finish)
20th Curriculum Day

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
A GREAT YEAR
I would like to commend our wonderful students for another amazing
year full of many highlights. As we near the end of the 2019 school year,
it’s great to look back with pride and highlight some of our successes.
1.
2.

TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 4
7th Oct - 20th December

TERM DATES FOR 2020
TERM 1
29th Jan - 27th March
SCHOOL PHOTOS:
28th February
TERM 2
14th April - 26th June
TERM 3
13th July - 18th September
TERM 4
5th October - 18th December

3.
4.
5.

The amazing academic progress our students are making with so
many achieving results above the expected levels in Literacy and
Numeracy.
I would like to commend our students for another fantastic year,
which continued with very good NAPLAN results, in particular, the
Relative Growth data which saw our Grade 5 students achieving
results in 4 of the 5 test areas above National and State averages.
Our students continued sporting success in appearances
throughout the year at divisional, regional and state sporting
events.
The continued excellent survey data we receive from the student,
parent and staff surveys.
Lastly – the amazing partnership we share with so many parents
who support us in the delivery of our school programs and extra
curricula activities across the school. Research shows that
children who see parents involved in programs around the school
helping out in some way feel more connected to their school and
perform better in their studies. The traditional African proverb, “It
takes a village to raise a child” has been reflected throughout the
whole year.

I sincerely thank our dedicated and hardworking staff team for their
professionalism and dedication towards our students in so many areas.
Apart from teaching the Victorian Curriculum, they work above and
beyond with extra curricula activities at lunchtimes and out of school
hours.
I would like to acknowledge Dale Goldsmith and Donna Krenn for all
their support and wisdom as Assistant Principals.
I take this opportunity to also thank the School Council members for the
dedication and commitment to making TBPS a fabulous school. I pay
particular tribute to Darrell Holden, School Council President, for his
leadership and support of all we do at TBPS.
To our amazing new PFA led by Renee Burley for all you have done
during 2019 with a special mention to the Country Fair team who despite
the weather raised $23,923.
Thankyou to all parents who assist with reading, helping on excursions
and camps, attending working bees, the sustainability squad – our
school would not be as great without your support and assistance.

FUNDING ANNOUCEMENT ON FRIDAY
At a special assembly last Friday, Education Minister James Merlino and Jackson Taylor announced a
grant of 1.44 million dollars for upgrading our oval, landscaping works, etc. Yesterday I meet with
Department people who had already completed schematic drawings covering the area from the soccer
field, oval, across the front of the school and down to the corner roundabout.
ALSO last Monday we received a call from Jackson Taylor, notifying us that he would like to drop in on
Tuesday morning with another funding announcement for TBPS. We have been successful in receiving
$161 000 for an inclusive playground to be constructed adjoining the existing senior playground. This
is a result of a grant application made by Donna Krenn – grant writer extraordinaire.

MEET THE TEACHER SESSION
There was much excitement and buzz around the school yesterday at 2.30pm when children met their
teacher for 2020. The students enjoyed the session with their new teacher participating in some
activities and getting to know one another. We were delighted with how smooth the transition session
went and all the positive comments we received from students and teachers.
STAFF DEPARTURES
Britany Davidson is leaving us as she has an important date in the middle of January when she is
going to become a mum for the second time. We wish Brit, Luke and Torah all the very best for a safe
delivery and we look forward to meeting the new little Davidson in 2020.
Claire Saliba is leaving us as well to have her first baby early in the New Year. We wish Claire and
Luke all the very best for a safe delivery and we look forward to meeting the new little Saliba in 2020.
Our visiting German assistant teacher Nadine Kindsvater, who has worked very closely with Frau
Tyrrell this year is leaving us at the end of the school year. I know the children have enjoyed getting to
know Nadine and they will remember her for many years to come.
STAFF ARRIVALS
We look forward to welcoming Julianne Wilson and Nicole Snelleksz to join our wonderful staff in 2020.
Their students enjoyed meeting them yesterday.
YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Last night I attended the Year 6 Graduation where the families and friends of our graduating students
shared this very special milestone. On behalf of our school community I would like to wish our
graduating students all the very best next year and into the future. Congratulations to Lauren Collard,
Leonie Browne, Andrew Caulfield and Colin Hartley for their commitment and dedication to the Grade
6 students and the many hours of preparation into making this event a memorable one for this
wonderful group of young people. Thanks also to Richard Gordon for his liaison between the Grade 6
team and the Kilsyth Baptist Church.
STUDENT REPORTS
The children’s December reports are now accessible via COMPASS – hopefully, you have kept the
login details somewhere safe!
HOLIDAY SECURITY
Over the last few years we have seen an increase in the level of after hour’s community use of our
school grounds. In most instances, the members of the community who use our school do so with
regard to the values we place on our grounds and facilities. Occasionally this does not happen. If you
are in and around the school over the vacation and see people misusing our grounds or buildings,
please call 000 and /or the Department of Emergency Management on 9589 6266.

PUPIL PACKS
Pupil Packs will be available for collection from the office until tomorrow and then from Tuesday 28th
January when the office will reopen. If families are experiencing difficulty please contact Sarah Wallace
or myself.
FINAL ASSEMBLY – THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER
Today is the last school day for the year and only 6 more sleeps until Santa visits! I hope to see you at
our final assembly where we will present some awards and farewell our Graduating Year 6 students.
Could I ask parents to collect their children from inside the school grounds today rather than meeting
them at the car – given the early finish! School staff will be operating the two crossings closet to the
school to ensure people get across the road safely.
FIRST DAY 2020
Next year the first day for all students Prep-6 is WEDNESDAY 29th JANUARY at 9:00am. Prep
children have a staggered start on Wednesday starting at 9:30am. I predict that there will be parking
issues with our new Preps starting so your patience is requested. I would also take this opportunity to
remind parents to be extremely careful when entering, departing and even backing their vehicles both
in the school grounds and within the service road on Mountain Highway. Please note that we prefer to
settle the children quickly into their classes on this first day.
Teachers return on Tuesday 28th January for a day of Professional Development, classroom
preparations and several meetings.
CURRICULUM DAY
We wish to alert you to an early Pupil Free Curriculum Day on Wednesday 26th February that School
Council have approved. Staff will be working with an excellent literacy consultant – Deborah Sukarna
on the teaching of writing.
FINAL COMMENTS
We farewell some families who have already moved or will be moving out of the area. I wish the
children involved all the very best and I’m sure they will take some very fond memories of TBPS.
I wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year - one filled with good health,
exciting memories and great happiness. I’m certainly looking forward to spending time with my family
and friends over the festive season, especially with my delightful grandchildren. Life is so hectic and
the years are flying past so it’s important to spend quality time with your family. See you in 2020!
Graeme Russell

DECEMBER
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

21st

22nd
23rd
24th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Oliver K
Liam S
Thomas S
Isabelle H
Lucy S
Tamika W
Hudson N-H
Makenzie N-H
Erica C
Jack M
Matilda R
Madison S
TajS
Jack J
Ebonnie T
Tyler R
Asher H
Ayush A
Aimee P
Teannah R
Campbell B
Evangaline R
Lucas G
Kai S
Ivy B
Lewis H
Thomas F
Jaxx H
Rex W
Adam T
Addison E
Airlie G
Gypsy K

FOOD FOR FAMILIES
Thank you to our very generous school community
who have helped us to fill 30 large boxes with
groceries in support of the “Food for Families” appeal.
We are sure that our contribution will help many
families that are struggling have a happier Christmas.

