MARCH 19th

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS

MARCH

COVID-19 UPDATE

19th - Grade 3-6 Maths Comp

Thank you to all community members for your support during this
very unsettling time. We will continue to update everyone via
Compass as we receive information from the Education
Department.

27th - LAST DAY OF TERM
(2:30pm Finish)

APRIL
14th - 24th - (Prep) School
Nurse
25th - ANZAC Day
29th - 5/6 Maths Comp

TERM 1
29th Jan - 27th March
TERM 2
14th April - 26th June
TERM 3
13th July - 18th September
TERM 4
5th October - 18th December

We will soon provide advice for all students regarding learning in
the event of school closure. If you have chosen to self-isolate,
your child is able to access the various online programs already
available to them and we suggest you encourage home reading
and independent writing. Cooking is another activity that provides
valuable hands-on learning.
Please find below the latest information received from the
Department of Education.
SCHOOL CLOSURES
The advice of the Chief Health Officer remains at present that our
schools should stay open, except in the case of a confirmed case
of coronavirus disease (COVID-19).
The full advice can be found here on the Department's website.
The mandatory self-quarantine period of 14 days for travellers
returning from overseas does have implications for students and
staff. In brief, students who travel overseas will not be able to
attend school for 14 days when they return. Similarly, staff who
travel overseas will not be able to attend school for 14 days.

Clearly, in line with Commonwealth Government revised travel
advice, staff and students should reconsider any planned
overseas travel during these coming school holidays.
INCURSIONS
Visitors are still very welcome to come into schools, unless they
are speaking to an audience of over 100 people, in which case the
guidelines for mass gatherings should be followed.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS 2020
After the completion of last week’s School Council election it is our pleasure to welcome Keryn
Shepherd as a new parent member. Congratulations also to parents - Sasha Kober, Rebecca
Dell and Leah Davison for their re-election to School Council. Welcome also to new staff
representatives Nicole Snelleksz and Sarah Wootton. This year is going to be an exciting year
once again with, for example, the major works planned for our oval and grounds.
We would particularly like to thank departing parent member Sara Schulz and staff members
Andrew Caulfield and Helen Clark for their contributions. Results of the election of new office
bearers from the School Council Annual General Meeting for 2020 are as follows:
PRESIDENT:
VICE-PRESIDENT:
SECRETARY:
TREASURER:

Darrell Holden
Jo Rodriguez
Leah Davidson
Sasha Kober

OVAL AND GROUND WORKS
We are all very excited as we near the commencement of the upgrade works on our grounds.
The new oval surface, landscaping and asphalting will make an incredible difference to our
school. The works, however, will have a significant impact on the day to day running of the
school. With the senior side play areas being inaccessible, we will only have the use of the
junior side playground. It is not practical to have our whole school population playing in a
smaller area. Therefore, we are forced to implement separate recess and lunch playtimes for
our junior and senior students.
Students from P/1/2 will remain at their usual times (Recess 11.00-11.30 and Lunch 1.402.30) and the Grade 3/4/5/6 students will have now have Recess at 10.30-11.00 and Lunch at
12.40 -1.30. With mid-session “brain food” breaks our intention is to keep lunch eating at the
same time for all grades (1.30-1.40). We believe that this will help allow the senior students
the opportunity to settle after lunch play and sustain themselves for the longer afternoon
session. It will also help with the delivery of lunch orders at the same time on a Friday.
The appointment of the successful contractor is being made this week and we will then be
given more information about when works will commence and be completed.
EASTER RAFFLE
Our Easter Raffle will go ahead as planned, so please send donations of eggs etc to the
office. We will draw the raffle on the last day of term and inform the winners accordingly.
Dale Goldsmith and Donna Krenn

MARCH
16th

Violet S
Ava S

18th

Bodhi W
Jayden B

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY EVENT
19th
Depending on situation in relation to COVID19, we are aiming to hold our annual House
Cross Country Event on Wednesday 15th April. 20th
The cross country will be run on our junior side
grounds as we expect major works on our
22nd
senior side grounds to be underway by then.
More information to come.

Sebastian M
Hannah M
Will L
Lexie B
Callum W
Paige M

An open letter to our community.
Dear Members of The Basin Primary School Family,
It is certainly no understatement that our community, state, country and the whole world is
going through an unprecedented situation with the spread of COVID-19.
For the part that our school and our community plays in all of this, is important to the values
that we teach and live by.
As individuals and as a community we need to take care of ourselves and others as we, as a
collective, navigate our way through this.
I’m not about to give parenting advice (because we are all winging it as we go), but for me it’s
important that I sit and listen to my kids as they tell me their worries about the world, their
sport being cancelled, excursions and camps being postponed / cancelled. These are very
real to them and the least I can do is take the time to sit, listen and talk with them.
I understand that the COVID-19 virus is a global issue and that information coming as
frequently as it does can be overwhelming and at times quite distressing. The best we can do
is to heed the advice that is given to us from the experts in the field who are providing guidelines to our governments and their respective departments like the Department of Education.
We must also be wary of a lot of misinformation which is being spread on the internet in
various platforms.
It is easy to become insular and to think of only ourselves in a situation like this, however, it
may be worth taking a step back and looking at our entire community and how this is affecting
everyone. The Health Department has given some very clear and easy methods for minimising the risk to ourselves and others. By protecting ourselves in relation to washing hands,
social distance (that is a thing now) and proper hygiene when coughing and sneezing we
protect ourselves and others. We are also protecting other members of our community who
are not as strong to be able to fight this virus.
From a school perspective, I have been in contact with the leadership of our school and I can
assure you that they, and all of our wonderful teachers and dedicated staff have been
devoting many unseen hours ensuring that they are up date with the latest information and
guidance, as well as preparing the care and learning for our children in any eventuality.
I am incredibly proud to be part of our school community and to know how many of you are
reaching out to those in worse situations to offer help in any way you can.
In this time, there is so much out of our control, but what we can control is how we react and
conduct ourselves.

We, as a community, can and will come through this together by caring for ourselves and
others. Now more than ever is the time to be kind.
On behalf of the School Council, my very best wishes to you all and those you care for. Take
care.
Darrell Holden

