PRINCIPAL’S NEWS

AUGUST 1ST

IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY
AUGUST
2nd 5/6 Hoop time,
Dandenong
5th 3-6 Swimming
Program
6th Chess Tournament
3-6 Swimming Program
7th 3-6 Swimming
Program

We have noticed lately that a number of students are having higher than acceptable days away from school. Regular attendance at
school is vital for the social, emotional and academic development
of children. Regular attendance is essential to make sure learning
is not disrupted. Regular learning provides building blocks for the
future. Teachers work hard and develop programs that help children to develop important social skills, such as friendship building,
teamwork, communication skills and a healthy self-esteem.
The below chart gives families an understanding of the impact being away from school can make. If you are having difficulty in getting your child to school please contact your child’s teacher.

8th 3-6 Swimming
Program
9th 3-6 Swimming
Program
12th SCIENCE WEEK
5/6 Wakakirri Day
14th Start Smart 5/6 Excur
16th District Aths, Knox
19th BOOK WEEK

TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 3
15th July—20th Sept
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

E.G. Missing one day a week equates to 8 weeks out of the 42
week school year. It’s incredible how it adds up!
IT’S NOT OK TO BE LATE FOR SCHOOL
Getting to school late can impact on your child’s education greatly.
At present we are noticing a number of students arriving late to
school on a regular basis.
Students being late to school can have an effect on the teacher,
other students in their class and themselves in the following ways:
Latecomers:





distract other students when they arrive
miss out on talking to their class teacher before school
miss out on playing with other children before school
miss out on setting up and organisation time









may be marked absent on the roll and may miss out on having money and notices
collected
miss out on hearing what’s happening in the day ahead
are often unsure about what they have to do in a lesson and that may mean the teacher
has to repeat instructions and give extra attention to the latecomer
tend to not value punctuality
miss out on valuable teacher instruction time
can arrive at their classroom and find their grade at a specialist class or elsewhere in the
school
particularly miss out on discussions and valuable reading, writing and mathematics learning time in the mornings

TBPS teachers really appreciate and value student punctuality. Congratulations to the vast
majority of our families on having your children here at TBPS on time. Keep up the great work!
We understand it’s not always an easy task in the morning!
2020 PREP ENROLMENTS
We need your help! If you have a Prep starting next year and haven’t handed an enrolment
form in, please do so ASAP. Also, if you know someone who lives in our zone with a 2020
Prep and they haven’t enrolled, can you please encourage them to submit their enrolment
form ASAP as we are very close to our cut off point!

THE THEME – ‘DESTINATION MOON’ – Helen Clark
National Science Week (Monday 12th – 18th August, 2019) is coming up in week 5 of term and
with the theme of ‘Destination Moon: more missions, more science’. Our school will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing and explore past, present and future
space travel. Students will also investigate the vital role that Australia’s space tracking stations played in televising the first images of the moon walk on 20 th July, 1969.
POP UP SCIENCE STALL – Wednesday 14th – Friday 16th August 2019 – Helen Clark
TBPS will again be holding a Science pop-up stall during Science Week, which has proved
very popular with our school community over the past three years. We are fortunate to have
the support of Science Supply Australia who are hosting the stall. There will be an opportunity
to purchase fun and educational Science related kits and toys, with 15% of all sales returning
back to TBPS as fundraising for our Science program. The PFA have kindly offered their
meeting room space (located near the back of the gym) for the stall this year and the opening
times will be as follows:
Wednesday 14th August: 8:30am – 9:15am and 3:00pm – 3:45pm
Thursday 15th August:
8:30am – 9:15am and 3:00pm – 3:45pm
Friday 16th August:
9:30am – 10:15am (after assembly) and 3:00pm – 3:45pm
This stall will close at 3:45pm sharp on each of these days. The PFA have organised a roster
of helpers for each of these sessions which will be distributed shortly. A huge thankyou to all
of those who have offered to help! My thanks to Helen Clarke for planning this event and promoting the very important subject of Science.

COMPASS
We have noticed a number of families have not accessed their children’s midyear reports on
COMPASS. If you have misplaced your password please contact the office and the ladies will
help you.
PARENT SURVEY
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, next Monday 140 families will receive the Parent
Opinion Survey to complete. This survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior and student engagement.
Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop
computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The survey results will be reported back to the
school at the end of September. Families selected in the random sample will be notified in a
couple of weeks. We would really like to receive a 100% response rate.
GRADES 3-6 SWIMMING
A final reminder to parents that the Grade 3, 4, 5 & 6 swimming program commences next
Monday. Don’t forget to pack your bathers kids!
Graeme Russell

July
29th

Jay L

30th

Hudson G
Sascha K

31st

Emma H
Tahlia M

August
1st

Joshua Z

2nd

Luke J
Lucas R
Darcy H
Ivy S

3rd

Tate W
Nathaniel H
Maria C
Madison H

3/4/5/6 SWIMMING PROGRAM
Knox Leisureworks - Tormore Rd Boronia
Monday 5th – Friday 8thAugust 2019.
Thank you to all families who have returned swimming program notices
and payment. We would also like to thank those parents who have offered assistance in travelling on the bus and helping in the change
rooms. Rosters of parent helpers will have been sent out by the classroom teachers this week. Don’t forget to name all of your child’s possessions. Children usually bring a named swimming bag (often a plastic bag) to lessons rather than their school bags. It is also suggested that
students wear their bathers underneath school uniforms. If your child has
any skin allergies or conditions there are poolside showers available. If
your child needs to use these showers please advise their teacher in
writing. Please note that instructors will be assessing children over the
first few days of the program and many changes to groups will take
place. This is particularly relevant to students who are new to our school
this year and students who did not participate in last year’s program. At
the conclusion of the program all students will receive a certificate of
achievement. Wednesday 7th August is Pyjama day where the focus
is on life saving skills. Students in Grade 2 will have the opportunity (if
they choose to) to trial for next year’s swimming team on Thursday 8th
August. Students will also have their fun day on the last Friday.

RUGBY LEAGUE
On Saturday night we were very fortunate to have a school rugby league
team play during half time at AAMI Park in the NRL game Melbourne Storm v
Manly Sea Eagles. It was a wonderful experience for the students and their
families. The chance to be involved arose after all students in Grades 3/4/5/6
took part in a fantastic rugby league clinic at school run by Melbourne Storm
development officer Len Mason. Len was so impressed with the enthusiasm
and skill of our students he offered us the opportunity to play at AAMI Park.
Our team played against a team from Keilor Views Primary school and dominated play to run in 5 tries to zero. We were also lucky enough to form a
guard of honour for the players as they entered the ground after half time. All
players slapped hands with our team which was great fun.
Dale Goldsmith and Aaron Thomson
PE and Sport

The art room is looking for donations
of cardboard rolls. The type found
inside Glad Wrap or foil. Even wrapping paper size would be good. We're
trying to get at least 200 altogether. If
you have any they can be given to me
or your child's
teacher.
Thank you
Lauren Wite

LETTER from our SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT

It is hard to believe we are over half way through the school year. It is also amazing to see to see
how fast our children are growing and absorbing what our wonderful school offers. It is astonishing to watch as our school grows in both numbers of students, teachers and buildings as our community in The Basin evolves. When we look at how the school community grows, so do the demands on the teachers, aids, support staff and committees that devote so much time and effort to
help make our school what it is. I would like to take this opportunity to give my appreciation to
those who make our school a real community that has the best interests of our children at its very
core.
Parents – who continue to support the children at home and at school, helping with homework,
volunteering for incursions, excursions and camps, class reading and helping at sporting events.
Without your ongoing support, our community and programs for students would suffer.
Parents & Friends Association (PFA) – who work tirelessly in the background to raise money for
our school and to provide the “extras” that make school life at TBPS such a wonderful experience
for all the children? From the big items like the shade sails, to the unseen items that are integrated into the classroom, the uniform shop, hot lunch days etc. we have so much to be thankful for.
Members from the PFA also make up the Country Fair committee who are currently working very
hard to make this biannual event the success it is.
The Sustainability Squad – a relatively new addition to our school community whose members are
putting so much effort into the school areas from the vegetable patch near the preps to the bike
cage project and more that is being planned. These parents are committed people devoting time
to help TBPS as part of a world-wide community to help look after our planet whilst providing for
the children.
School Council – who give of their time to form the subcommittees which work with every facet of
the school. There are many aspects of the school that are tackled, prioritised and resolved on an
ongoing basis. It is a difficult task to juggle the varied features of school life but every decision is
made with the benefit to the students as the priority.
Teaching Aids and Support Staff – who help our children day on day to make the very best of their
school life. From classroom integration, to counselling, chaplaincy, these quiet achievers are
there for any and every student and family that need them.
Teachers – I am not aware of any group of people who give of themselves so freely with only one
goal. To give each and every child that walks through the gate every day the very best opportunities they can. From the boundless enthusiasm of classroom hours to the endless hours of work in
their own time, our children are offered so much. Music, Sport, Language, Dance and Performance, excursions and incursions are organised and supported with enthusiasm and genuine
care.
Leadership and Administration Team – providing, the direction, professional counselling and the
behind the scenes labour that allow our teachers to concentrate on what they do best, providing
our children with the greatest grounding in their education. Many people speak of open doors, this
is just part of the way it’s done at TBPS.
We live in a world that encroaches on our time more and more, this can lead to a focus on the task
at hand, blinding us to the bigger picture of all the cogs that make the wheel go around. Each and
every person mentioned above contributes to TBPS being the school it is whilst striving to be better tomorrow for all of our children. My thanks and gratitude to each and every one of you. Our
children and our community are better for having you as part of our school.
Darrel Holden

