
DECEMBER 21st 

FROM THE SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT - Darrell Holden 
Another year has come and gone for our wonderful school and what a 
year it has been.  School Concert, Wakakirri, Country Fair, Camps, 
Excursions, Swimming, Athletics, Building Projects and of course the 
reason our children come to school, Education.  It would be impossible 
for our school to achieve all that it does without the many, many hours 
contributed by staff, teachers and you, our wonderful school communi-
ty.  If not for the efforts of so many, our children would not be af-
forded the opportunities that our school brings them.  We are truly 
lucky to have such a caring community to allow every child the chance 
to be their best.  From those who give up time to attend camps and 
excursions, the people who read with our children each mornings, help 
with costumes and art, organise fundraising, coordinate uniforms, 
banking, hampers, etc., it may not seem a lot to you, but it means 
everything to our children.  Thank You.  Our school is a better place 
because of what you contribute. 
To the families leaving us this year, good luck with the future and take 
what you have learnt from The Basin with you.   
On behalf of The Basin Primary School Council, I would like to wish you 
all a wonderful Christmas and may 2018 bring happiness to everyone.   

CAROLS’ NIGHT 
What a fabulous night had by all!  Thankfully, the weather was perfect 
and it was great to see so many families attend this event.  I was very 
proud of our students as they sang so well and enjoyed themselves.  A 
big thank you to Colin Hartley for coordinating the event and his out-
side team who assisted with the sound and to Mr Ossie for his MC 
work. I would also like to thank the teachers for ensuring the children 
practiced during Term 4 in readiness for this event.   
 
STUDENT REPORTS 
A message to all parents is that your child(rens) December reports are 
now accessible via COMPASS – hopefully you have kept the login details 
somewhere safe! 
 
MEET THE TEACHER SESSION 
There was much excitement and buzz around the school yesterday at 
12.30pm when children met their teacher for 2018.  The students en-
joyed an hour’s session with their new teacher participating in some 
activities and getting to know one another.  We were delighted with 
how smooth the transition session went and all the positive comments 
we received from students and teachers.  Grade 4 children in Mrs 
Browne’s class will have to wait until next year to meet her as she is in 
Hawaii on her honeymoon! 

 
December 
21st Class Parties 
22nd Last Day of Term 
      1.30pm finish 
No Lunch Orders 
 
 
TERM DATES FOR 2018 
 
TERM 1 
30th Jan—29th March 
 
TERM 2 
16th April—29th June 
 
TERM 3 
16th July—21st Sept 
 
TERM 4 
8th Oct - 21st Dec  
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



YEAR 6 GRADUATION 
Last night I attended the Year 6 Graduation where the families and friends of our graduating stu-
dents shared this milestone. On behalf of our school community I would like to wish our graduating 
students the very best next year and into the future. Congratulations to Claire Gooch, Nicki Smith 
and Andrew Caulfield for their commitment and dedication to the Grade 6 students and the many 
hours of preparation into making this event a memorable one for this wonderful group of young peo-
ple.  Thanks also to Colin Hartley for assisting with the Graduation Ceremony. 
 
GREG NEVILLE FAREWELL 
We also say goodbye to Greg Neville our School’s Social Worker.  Greg has had a 20 year associa-
tion with The Basin Primary School and is retiring at the end of the year.  Greg will be impossible to 
replace as he has helped many of our students and their families with issues such as school refusal, 
behavioral issues, mediation, social skills’ programs, anxiety, family conflict and grief. His ability to 
listen to everyone and guide them to a better place and his professional support he has given to the 
staff at The Basin PS will be sorely missed. 
 
BUILDING UPGRADE 
The upgrade is progressing nicely and I can update you on what will happen over the holidays: 
 the gravel path beside the Kiss ‘n Drop zone will be concreted and extended up the internal 

driveway to the junior side crossing. 
 the Art room renovation will be completed and ready for the start of the 2018 school year 
 the Grade 3/4 building will be upgraded with new carpet, walls painted and new outside panels 
 the new gymnasium will be framed and walls started 
 the new office building may be at lock-up stage 
 a new relocatable building will be delivered late January but probably not ready for occupancy 

until week 2 or 3 of Term 1.  This means that one Grade 1 and a Grade 2 class will be tempo-
rarily housed in the Science room and Library until the relocatable is ready for occupancy. 

 
A GREAT YEAR  
I would like to commend our wonderful students for another amazing year full of many highlights 
As we near the end of the 2017 school year it’s great to look back with pride and highlight some of 
our successes.  
1. I would like to commend our students for another fantastic year which continued with good 

Naplan results and so many of our students working ahead of their expected levels in Literacy 
and Numeracy. 

2. Our amazing School Concert where all our students shone on stage at the George Wood at the 
Yarra Valley Grammar Performing Arts Centre in Ringwood and our Wakakirri teams’ perfor-
mances at the Frankston Arts Centre. 

3. The incredibly successful COUNTRY FAIR that raised over $26,000 profit, that was totally 
organised and run by parents and included many community groups. 

4. Our students continued sporting success in winning the District Athletics and the District Cross 
Country events, coming second in the District Swimming, as well as many team district pennants 
and appearances throughout the year at divisional, regional and state sporting events. 

5. The commencement of the upgrade – finally! 
6. Our new and ongoing STEM links with ‘Thermo Fisher Scientific.’ 
7. The continued excellent survey data we receive from the student, parents and staff surveys.  
8. Lastly – the amazing partnership we share with so many parents who support us in the delivery 

of our school programs and extra curricula activities across the school. Research shows that 
children who see parents involved in programs around the school helping out in some way feel 
more connected to their school and perform better in their studies. The traditional African 
proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child” has been reflected throughout the whole year. 

 
 

I sincerely thank our dedicated and hardworking staff for their professionalism and dedication to-
wards their students in so many areas. Apart from teaching the Victorian Curriculum, they work 
above and beyond with extra curricula activities at lunchtimes and out of school hours.  I am fortu-
nate to be a member of a staff that work as a team and are happy and enthusiastic. 
 
I would like to acknowledge Dale Goldsmith for all his support and wisdom as Assistant Principal – he 
is a valuable member of the leadership team as well as an awesome PE teacher.  His work in the stu-
dent wellbeing area is to be commended and his love of sport continues to reap the rewards along 
with his PE teaching buddy, Aaron Thompson. 
 
I take this opportunity to also thank the School Council members for the dedication and commitment 
to making TBPS a fabulous school.   I pay particular tribute to Darrell Holden, School Council Presi-
dent, for his leadership and support of all we do at TBPS. 



To our PFA and many parent helpers – thank you for all you have done during 2017.  From reading, 
helping on excursions, and numerous fundraising events to working bees – our school would not be as 
great without your support and assistance.   
 
THANK YOU FIONA JACKSON 
I would like to acknowledge Fiona Jackson for her nine years of work on the PFA, with eight years 
as President.  She has volunteered in many capacities and all for the ‘love of children’ and seeing 
their happy little faces.  During the time Fiona was President of the PFA, she coordinated fundrais-
ing events that provided funds for big projects like shade sails, playground equipment and future im-
provements to our oval.  Fiona has also run the uniform shop on a voluntary basis, which is an amaz-
ing commitment to ensure all our students have a range of uniform options.  Thank you, Fiona, for all 
you have contributed over the years and I wish you and your family well as you move onto the next 
chapter of your lives.  We will miss you. 
 
COMO GARDENS DONATIONS 
Fiona Jackson, Cathy Stephens, Anne Lee and Sue Johnson have held a craft stall at the Como Gar-
dens since their children were in kinder together. Over the last 7 years, all their profits have been 
donated for special projects and resources to TBPS.  The money raised has paid for a new slide on 
the junior side playground; many library books; BBQs for the PFA fundraising events; completed a 
mural painting near the Grade 3/4 building; built a veggie garden for the prep children; contributed 
to the construction of sets and costumes for all our school productions and Wakakirri; purchased an 
animation program for the art room along with soon to be installed large dance mirrors in the Music 
Performing Arts room. 
 
I sincerely thank them for this amazing gift to our school which has provided wonderful resources 
for our children to use long term.  We will be forever grateful and you will be truly missed.  
 
HOLIDAY SECURITY 

Over the last few years we have seen an increase in the level of after hour’s community use of our 
school grounds. In most instances, the members of the community who use our school do so with re-
gard to the values we place on our grounds and facilities. Occasionally this does not happen.  We al-
so have the added issue of a building site which we want to ensure is vandal-free over the holiday 
period.  If you are in and around the school over the vacation and see people misusing our  grounds 
or buildings please call 000 and /or the Department of Emergency Management on 9589 6266. 

 
PUPIL PACKS  
Pupil Packs will be available for collection from the office until tomorrow and then from Monday 29th 
January when the office will reopen. 
 
FINAL ASSEMBLY - FRIDAY 22nd DECEMBER 
There is one more day of school left for 2017 – and 4 more sleeps until Santa visits! I hope to see 
you at our final assembly where we will present some awards and farewell our Graduating Year 6 stu-
dents. Our assembly tomorrow will commence at 12:50pm and conclude at 1:30pm.  
 
The last day for students is always filled with sadness as our Grade 6s leave and commence their 
secondary education in the New Year. Friday’s assembly will be difficult for everyone – especially the 
Prep buddies. Could I ask parents to collect their children from inside the school grounds on this day 
rather than meeting them at the car – given the early finish!  School staff will be operating the two 
crossings closet to the school to ensure people get across the road safely. 
 
 

FIRST DAY 2018  

Next year the first day for all students Prep-6 is TUESDAY 30th JANUARY at 9:00am. Prep 
chidren have a staggered start on Tuesday between 9:00-9:30am. I predict that there will be park-
ing issues with our new Preps starting so your patience is requested. I would also take this oppor-
tunity to remind parents to be extremely careful when entering, departing and even backing their 
vehicles both in the school grounds and within the service road on Mountain Highway. Please note 
that we prefer to settle the children quickly into their classes on this first day.  

Teachers return on Monday 29th January for a day of Professional Development, classroom prepara-
tions and several meetings. 

 

 



IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD 
 

 
2018 TERM DATES 

Term 1: 29th January (school teachers start), 30th student start to 29th March  

Term 2: 16th April (Tuesday) to 29th June 

Term 3: 16th July to 21st September 

Term 4: 8th October to 21st December 
 
FINAL COMMENTS 
We farewell some families who have already moved or will be moving out of the area.  I wish the 
children involved and their families well and I’m sure they will take with them some very fond memo-
ries of TBPS. 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year - one filled with good 
health, exciting memories and great happiness. I’m certainly looking forward to spending time with 
my family and friends over the festive season, especially with my delightful grandchildren. Life is so 
hectic and the years are flying so it’s important to spend quality time with your family. See you in 
2018. 
 
 
Graeme Russell 

DATE EVENT 

Thursday 21st December Class parties 

Friday 22nd December Last day of term – children dismissed 1:30pm 

2018   

Monday 29th January 2018 First day for Teachers 

Tuesday 30th January 2018 First day for all Students - Preps collected at 2pm 

Wednesday 31st January All students – Preps collected at 2pm 

Thursday 1st February All students - Preps collected at 2pm 

Friday 2nd February All students - Preps collected at 2pm 

Monday 12th March Labour Day 

Friday 30th March Good Friday 

Monday 2nd April Easter Monday 

Wednesday 25th April ANZAC Day 

Monday 11th June Queen's Birthday 

Tuesday 6th November Melbourne Cup 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
December 

 
17th Lucy Sutton  
18th Tamika Willoughby 
19th Erica Clark 
  Mack Nielsen-Hughes 
  Huddie Nielsen-Hughes 
20th Madison Spencer 
  Taj Shoebridge 
21st Jack Jiggens  
  Ebonnie Thompson 
  Tyler Reid 
  Asher Hodge 
22nd Aimee Power 
  Teannah Ross 
23rd Campbell Burton 
24th Lucas Gray 
  Evangeline Ryan 
  Chris Visolit 
27th Senuki De Silva 
  Ivy Bridges 
  Lewis Healey 
29th Rex Wright 
30th Adam Tidey 
  Addison Edwards 
31st Airlie Garrity 
  Gypsy Kinstler 
  Matthew Smit 
  Ryan Smit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 


