FEBRUARY 21st
February
21st District Swimming
25th School Council
28th Red Balloon Day
March
1st School Photo Day
4th School Clean Up Day
5th Prep Family Night
6th Division Swimming
11th Labour Day
15th Regional Swimming
18th School Council
April
3rd Twilight Sports
5th End of Term
2.30pm finish
NO LUNCH ORDERS

TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 1
30th Jan—5th April
TERM 2
23rd April—28th June
TERM 3
15th July—20th Sept
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
‘GETTING to KNOW YOU’ INTERVIEWS

Thank you to our staff for conducting these valuable sessions
over the last two afternoons. We hope all parents who took advantage of these interviews enjoyed meeting their children’s new
teachers and sharing valuable information. Parents who were not
able to attend an interview can arrange meetings at other convenient times with their children’s teacher.
NO ASSEMBLY FRIDAY 1ST MARCH
There will be no school assembly on Friday 1st March due to
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS which will take all day with 25 grades
involved.
PARENT WORKSHOP
Dale Goldsmith has organised a Parent Workshop by well-known
psychologist, Dr Mile Glamcevski on Wednesday 13th March from
9am to 10.30am. The workshop, which has a focus on some
useful parenting strategies and techniques, will be held in the
multi-purpose room. Information has been sent via COMPASS
and a note distributed by classroom teachers. If you would like
to attend, please return the RSVP slip to your child’s teacher or
contact the office.
NATIONAL ‘FIREY’s DAY’ – THURSDAY 28th FEBRUARY

The PFA are again organising this important annual community event, which The Basin PS has supported for the last
six years.

We are moving away from red balloons to each class decorating large cardboard letters that will spell out – Thank
you CFA & Thank you Fireys

The letters will be stapled to stakes for display along
Mountain Highway with the children being given a red ribbon to tie onto the fence

We are asking children to bring along a gold coin donation
with all monies raised being donated / presented to The
Basin CFA. Children can also wear something red on this
day.

The CFA will be sending a truck or two for children to look
over after tying their ribbons to the fence.
We look forward to a ‘sea of red’ in support of our local CFA
and know how much the children enjoy this special day. My
thanks to the PFA for their work in organising this event.

SCHOOL PHOTO FORMS
The School Photograph forms were sent home earlier this week. The forms need to be returned on the day of the photos. The photos will be taken on Friday 1st March. Sibling
photo forms are also available from the office.
ANNUAL PERMISSION SIGNATURE PAGE
We have sent out the detailed Annual Permission notes on COMPASS for parents to read
and the classroom teachers have distributed the Parent Signature Page to each student.
Please return the Parent Signature Page to your child’s teacher as soon as possible.
SUPPORT PROGRAMS
In last week’s newsletter, we advertised an extensive range of lunchtime activities provided
by staff who give up their lunchtimes to run these programs for our students.
In addition to the differentiated teaching approach and planning, our classroom teachers
use every day to cater for children’s individual point of learning. We also provide support
for many students each day during class time.
Across the school, each day, 60 students receive reading support through our reading lab
program. This successful program has operated for five years and is co-ordinated by Lauren Wite who works closely with three amazing parents – Rani, Lisa and Bec. These ladies
conduct our support reading lab program in Prep and Grades 1&2.
Quicksmart Maths, which focuses on Number facts and tables knowledge, operates from
Grades 4 to 6 and is delivered by teachers and ESS staff. Students have 3 sessions per
week.
This year extension groups will operate in Science, Maths, Reading and Digital Technologies.
Kristy Harvey will continue to run a student welfare program called Girl Wise.
We also have visiting support personnel who visit the school on a fortnightly basis. A guidance officer (Child Psychologist) undertakes assessment of nominated students to assist us
with the learning needs of some students and a Speech Pathologist who works with a number
of children.
SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ OPEN DAYS/NIGHTS
Each year we have parents of children of Grade 6 children approach us for information
about secondary schools. I cannot emphasise enough the importance of Grade 6 parents
arranging visits to secondary schools they are considering in order to make a well-informed
decision about the most suitable destination for their child in 2020. Parents should also be
aware that enrolments in secondary school outside of our neighbourhood are becoming more
difficult due to the increased number of students moving through the system. At this
stage, I have been advised of the following Open Day/Night information:

Bayswater SC will host an Open Night on 3rd April from 6pm to 8pm

Scoresby SC will host an Open Day and Evening on 30th April

Heathmont College will host an Open Day and Evening on 30th April

Fairhills HS is holding a Discovery Night on 26th March

Wantirna College will host an Open day and discovery evening on 27th March.

Upwey HS Open day is Saturday 16 March, 9am to midday.
PFA AGM MEETING
The annual PFA AGM meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th February at 2:30pm in the PFA
room inside the gymnasium. All parents are welcome and have the opportunity to become a
member of the PFA. There will be an election held for the 2019 Leadership positions.

Graeme Russell

February
17th
19th
20th
23rd

Ethan W
Reuben B
Annabelle T
Joshua F
Jake P
Lilly M
Millie P

