
SEPTEMBER 21st  

END OF TERM 3 
Term 3 has come and gone so quickly.  It’s been another incredibly 
busy term. A very big thank to our amazing students, staff and to the 
many parents who have supported our students in the classroom through 
initiatives such as the reading program, helping on excursions and for 
all the work you do with your children at home to support their learn-
ing.  Some of the highlights were: 

 State Cross Country success 

 Grades 4/5/6 Swimming program 

 Father’s Day breakfast with the Preps 

 Father’s Day stalls 

 All staff trained in Level 2 First Aid 

 Wakakirri performance  

 Science Fair  

 CBL Expos  
 
CONGRATULATIONS LEIGH & SARAH MURPHY 
We received this message from Leigh Murphy – ‘We are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival of Harry Daniel Murphy, a second son for 
Leigh and Sarah and a brother for Jack’. On behalf of the school com-
munity we congratulate Leigh and his family and look forward to meet-
ing Harry soon. 
 
SURVEYS 
 

PARENT SURVEY 
This year the Parent Survey was conducted online which proved not to 
be as successful in gaining responses.  Only 46 families out of 130 re-
sponded to the survey.  Although the data was very positive, it is not 
reflective of enough families and therefore the data is not as effec-
tive. Hopefully we will return to paper surveys next year as other 
schools have also experienced a drop in survey returns. It was, howev-
er, very pleasing to read some of the positive comments made by par-
ents.  Here are a couple of comments that were made: 
 
‘We are thrilled with the education our children receive at The Basin 
Primary School.  It has wonderfully strong leadership and a very posi-
tive feel amongst the teachers.  As parents we are given a friendly 
smile as we walk the grounds.  The staff at the school seem to inter-
act well with each other and with the children.  With strong guidance 
our children are making positive progress with their education.’ 
 
‘Awesome school & staff would recommend to anyone.  In all the years 
my 4 children have been at the school I have had no issues with their 
education or socially/friendships, they have always been happy to go to 
school and never complain about the teachers. Thank you The Basin 
Primary School & staff for making my children's years at primary 
school very enjoyable and memorable!’ 
 

 
 
 
September 
22nd Footy Day 
  Last day of term 
2.30pm finish 
 
 
October 
9th First day Term 4 
14th Junior & German 
Choir— Stringybark Fes-
tival 
 
28th  School Fete 
 
 
November 
6th Curriculum Day 
7th Melbourne Cup Day 
 
 
December 
20th Grade 6 Graduation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TERM DATES FOR 2017 
 
 
TERM 3 
17th July - 22nd Sept 
 
TERM 4 
9th Oct - 22nd Dec  
 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 



 
STUDENT SURVEY 
We have also been provided with the data following the completion of the Grades 4, 5 & 6 Student 
Survey.  Overall, the results were very positive with some improvement required in a couple of areas.  
The Leadership Team will look more closely at the data and we will inform the school community of 
any new initiatives or changes to improve specific data. 
 
BUILDING UPGRADE 
 We are excited about the commencement of works – finally!!  For your information, here is 

some information about the various timelines: The fencing of site areas and creation of safe 
pathways to be completed prior to 28th August. 

 Gym to commence on 28th August, completed by 13/6/2018 
 New Admin upgrade to commence on 25th October, completed by 5/6/2018 
 Our office will be located in the new portable from the commencement of Term 4. 
 The Music Performing Arts building to be vacated by 28th September, available in 13/6/2018 
 The internal upgrade works of our Grade 3/4 and middle 1/2 buildings are scheduled to be 

completed over the Christmas break to limit interruption to teaching programs. 
 Asphalting of the carpark and oval works will occur during the term 2 holiday break in 2018. 

 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
As mentioned above, the office will be relocating to the temporary building these holidays.  There is 
much packing and cleaning out to do!  The entire building, including the staffroom, has to be packed 
up.  Sarah, Cath, Dale, a number of other staff and I will be here early next week assisting the 
removalists with the move.  We apologise for the mess near the office this week as we start to 
clean up.  As of the commencement of Term 4, the office staff, principal and assistant principal as 
well as the First Aid room, will be located in the portable near the kiss ‘n drop section.  We antici-
pate moving into a lovely new admin building around June 2018. 
 
TOILET BLOCKS 
Recently we have been having regular issues with our sewerage system, blockages caused by items 
being flushed down the toilets (food, small items of clothing, tan bark, sunscreen satchels, etc.) as 
well as tree roots blocking a pipe near the gravel carpark.  The toilets are cleaned daily but we have 
some children not respecting the toilets and behaving inappropriately.  We are regularly replacing 
toilet seats as naughty children climb on them and break them. Also some children pulling out metres 
of toilet paper from the rolls causing a huge mess. There has also been an issue with a leaking roof 
in the prep girls’ toilet causing water to pool on the floors.  Plumbers are rectifying that issue this 
week.  The new gymnasium, due for completion in June 2018, will have toilets attached to replace 
the portable toilet block currently attached to the 1/2 building.   
I had a meeting on Tuesday afternoon with the cleaning company and as a result, an initial clean of 
all the toilet blocks was carried out yesterday after school. A major clean will occur over the holi-
days. The floors, walls, doors, basins and toilets will be given a massive scrub and disinfected.  The 
Manager of the cleaning service has spoken with his team to ensure this level of cleaning will be car-
ried out more regularly. I now will make scheduled inspections of our toilet blocks. 
We would really appreciate it if parents could have a conversation with their children about appropri-
ate use of toilets and the importance of letting teachers know if someone has misused the toilets.  
We need to know who is causing the damage and ensure there are consequences.  Too many schools 
funds are wasted on plumbers attending the school.  We would rather use these funds for more im-
portant school resources. 

STAFFING NEWS 
We have a few staff members extending the coming holidays for travel, moving house or just some 
nice quality time with family.  They are: 
 Colin Hartley will be on leave from end of term until 15th November travelling to the 

USA. 
 Fiona Hough on leave from the end of term until 23rd October 
 Jill Stock on leave from the end of term until 23rd October. 
 
Last weekend Jacki Whiteside had her wedding and looking forward over the next 3-4 months Kirsty 
Walsh, Nicky Smith, Claire Gooch and Luisa Rampone will also be getting married. Families will be 
advised of any teacher replacements for their grades.   

 

 
 



 
ANNUAL FOOTY DAY 
We are all looking forward to our annual Football Day tomorrow where the students, staff and par-
ents wear their team’s colours. I’m really looking forward to the footy games throughout the day and 
some of the extraordinary umpiring decisions! Parents are most welcome to attend these games – 
they are great fun!  Thank you to Fiona Jackson and all her PFA helpers for organising the Footy 
Day BBQ lunch.  
EARN AND LEARN 
Today is the last day for the school to accept the Earn and Learn stickers. Thank you to everyone 
for your help. We look forward to many new resources for our students and teachers. 
 
NO FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 
Due to our ANNUAL FOOTY DAY this Friday there will be NO ASSEMBLY this week. Mr Goldie and 
Mr Thompson will need every minute to fit in all the grade level football matches. The timetable of 
grade matches was included in last week’s newsletter. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM                                                                                           
As previously advised - students will be dismissed at 2:30pm tomorrow, Friday 22nd September.  
Finally, I’d like to wish everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday period and we look forward to seeing 
everyone back here on Monday 9th October for the start of Term 4. 
 
 
 
 
Graeme Russell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
WALK TO SCHOOL OCTOBER 

2017 
 
 

Our students and families have the oppor-
tunity to be a part of Walk to School Oc-
tober 2017. Students who ride, scoot or 
skate to school are acknowledged for their 
active travel by being allowed to mark 
each trip on the grade charts. At the 
conclusion of October students will be 
awarded a certificate for their involve-
ment in the program. We recommend that 
students walk with parents where possible. 
Where it is impractical for students to 
walk to school, alternatively they can walk 
3 laps of the oval on arrival at school to 
register a “walk” for that morning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HOOPTIME BASKETBALL FINALS 
 

After winning their District Hooptime car-
nivals two of our teams now have the op-
portunity to take part in regional finals. 

Details are as follows –  
 Grade 5/6 Mixed “Future Stars” team 

– Wednesday 1st November at “The 
Rings” (Ringwood) 

Grade 3/4 Boys “All Star” team – 
Tuesday 31st October at Nunawading 

Basketball Stadium. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
September  
 
18th   Caleb Weekes   
  Jed Ronaldson  
20th   Keira Lock   
   Abby Wigney 
22nd   Cooper Leach   
   Lily Egan    
   Amy Fyfe   
   Jamieson Westerman 
24th   Armaan Singh   
   Oscar Turner 
25th   Chloe Gardner 
   Allison Smyth   
   Stella Dodd 
26th   Cohen Young 
27th   Patrick Nicholls  
   Jordan Brooke 
29th   Levi Murrell 
30th   Elijah Kubik  
   Alex Redfern 
   Alannah Turner  
October 
1st   Ross Earney 
2nd   Seth Lorenz 
   Louise Edwards 
   Rachel Wiersema\ 
3rd   Tully Smith 
4th   Shaun Steer 
5th   Flynn Searby 
6th   Nellie Grant   
   Simone Martin   
   Tahlia Saravanamuttu 
8th   Shakhil MacDonald 
   Hayley Collins 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 


