AUGUST 22nd
AUGUST
22nd Prep Excursion
23rd DAFFODIL DAY
27th Science Extension
Excursion
30th Prep Father’s Day
Breakfast
Grade 2 Sleepover
5/6 Summer Sports #1
SEPTEMBER
1st Father’s Day
4th Grade 5 at Heathmont
College
5th Grade 1 Incursion
6th 5/6 Summer Sports #2
16th FOOTY DAY
18th Division Aths, Knox
20th Last Day of Term

TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 3
15th July—20th Sept
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
BOOK WEEK
What a fantastic week the children are experiencing with many fun activities. On Monday the book parade in the gym was magnificent with most
children dressing as their favourite book character and heaps of parents
attending to watch the parade. Our staff joined in as – we never stop
being kids at heart! Several have indicted their wish to wear pyjamas
and ‘Ugg boots’ on a regular basis – not sure about that!
Book Week activities this week have included 1.
Each class decorated their classroom door displaying a book
which the children had to work out on their book hunt
2.
Buddy Reading - Grades will be paired up and students from a different level, to share their favourite book
3.
Lunchtime book reading – guest people were asked to record
themselves read a favourite book which the children could listen to
while eating their lunch
4.
A writing task, where students need to complete the sentence
‘Reading is my superpower‘
5.
Staff are also reading the ‘nominated books’ suggested by the
Children’s Book Council of Australia and
6.
The library is open for students to read and spend some time enjoying reading in our school library.
At tomorrow’s assembly, certificates will be presented to children judged
the best costume from Monday. On behalf of the children - thank you to
our organisers for a wonderful week!
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
The responses from our parent community are very valuable for our
School Council and staff so I would like to thank the 46 families who
completed the online survey. Your opinions are very important to us as
we continue our journey towards becoming an even better school.
READERS
In the junior levels our students are making great progress and we are
struggling to keep up with having enough books at every level. Before
we rush out and purchase new readers could I ask families to search at
home and return school readers that may have not been returned
please? In particular the Prep teachers are desperately short of level 7
readers.

POSITIVE ROLE MODELS
Sports people are often looked upon as role models by their adoring fans and in particular young children who
proudly wear their stars number on the back of their jumper or singlet. So what are the traits and characteristics
of a role model? I came across a study which identified the popular characteristics of role models to be - humility,
respect, intelligence, good habits and commitment.
This goes to show that being successful yet modest about achievements is a key factor in role models. Good
habits are an integral part of a role model as these should inspire the individual to improve their own habits. Commitment means that the role models must be a person of action rather than just words.
At this time of the year several AFL players are retiring and I can’t help mentioning Jarrod Roughed (I am bias
being a Hawks fan) and noting that he is an excellent role model. Coach Clarkson called Roughed an
"outstanding custodian" of the club, and praised his "courage, humility and dignity" throughout the highs and lows
of his career. "His football smarts, resilience and intensely competitive spirit are what make him one of those rare, special players that don't come along too often. “We are lucky to have witnessed such an extraordinary career."
As parents we are important role models to our children every day. Each time we say something, take an action
or have a reaction to someone or something, our children observe. School age children, even if you don’t think
so, listen to everything we say and examine how we handle everything from personal relationships to stress to
career disappointments and successes.
As parents, we are never perfect, our actions after a mishap is vital. If we have a mishap, step back and take
time to talk to your child about what just happened. Children need to see their role models showing forgiveness,
humility and empathy. The behaviours we can model include respect, communication, positive outlook, value of
health and being in control of our emotions.
Parenting is not an easy job and doesn’t stop when your children reach their twenties – it’s a job for life!
Graeme Russell

August
18th

Chloe B

19th

Jack E
Alyssa S

21st

Harry C
Leah W

22nd

Cruz F
Isabella O
Finnegan O

2019 Student Eyecare Program at The
Basin Primary School
The school is pleased to announce that it will be running a welfare initiative called the Student
Eyecare Program. An optometrist will be onsite during school hours to provide students with a
comprehensive eye examination. Each attendee will receive an individual report regarding the
eye health and a prescription will be provided if glasses are required. The school will not have
access to the individual report but will be notified if glasses were recommended. Please note
that this service does not sell glasses and the prescription can be taken to any optical store.
The program’s aim is to detect visual problems that may interfere with a student’s learning
abilities and subsequently hinder their academic potential. A significant number of students
have visual problems that go undetected. The main visual issues that go undetected are inadequate focusing and eye teaming abilities that could lead to symptoms such as poor concentration, fatigue, headaches and unwillingness to read.
This eye health service is available to all students and is covered by Medicare Australia. It is a
Medicare Bulk Billing service– so there is no cost to the students. The form below is to be
completed by the parent or guardian.
If you wish to have your child’s vision assessed please follow this link:
https://forms.gle/Y9CGD4AnxRib4md76

Alternatively a permission form can be collected from the school office.

