OCTOBER 24th
OCTOBER
24th 1/2 Excursion - 2O, 2SM,
1/2S
25th 1/2 Excursion - 1W, 1S, 2H
3/4 Cricket Cup
26th COUNTRY FAIR,
10am—4pm
28th 5/6 Metro Train Incur
29th Chess Club Semi
Finals, 2020 Prep Transition
31st 5/6 STEAM Mentor
Session
NOVEMBER
1st Walk To School Day!
Whole School Transition
4th CURRICULUM DAY!
5th MELBOURNE CUP!
8th 5/6 Rugby Day, Prep
Fairy-tale Dress Up Day
11th - 13th Grade 4’s on Camp
13th - 15th Grade 3’s on Camp
19th 2020 Prep Transition
21st Parent Helpers Morning
Tea
24th - 29th Grade 5/6’s on Camp
TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 2019?
Most countries around the world celebrate World Teachers’ Day on October 5,
however, because this date usually falls during the Australian school holidays,
we celebrate World Teachers’ Day on the last Friday of October instead.
This year, World Teachers’ Day falls on Friday 25th October in Australia.
The day provides the occasion to celebrate the teaching profession worldwide,
to take stock of achievements, and to address some of the issues central for
attracting and keeping the brightest minds and young talents in the profession.
We are so lucky to have such a dedicated and hardworking staff at TBPS.
COUNTRY FAIR
Preparations are in full swing as the Country Fair committee and their helpers
are spending many hours at school each day ensuring the Fair is successful.
The weather outlook for Saturday is not great with showers predicted but don’t
let that stop us from enjoying the event. A country Fair flyer was sent home with
the every child yesterday – so much to see and do. All our Country Fairs have
been parent led, so let’s support them on Saturday.
2020 STUDENT PLACEMENT REQUESTS
Classes at The Basin Primary School are formed to ensure the best climate for
social, emotional and academic learning, within the constraints of the resources
the school has available.
Determining student placements in classes is a complex task where staff
members undertake a lengthy process to ensure the best possible placement is
made to meet each student's educational needs. Factors that we take into
consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement,
personal / interpersonal development, friendships, learning styles, gender
balance, straight and composite classes and other individual learning needs. It
is important to understand that with so many factors to consider it is not
possible to accommodate every parent request.
Over several weeks, teachers discuss, reflect and review their decisions.
Please be aware that each and every factor in the decision as to where a child
is placed for next year is given our utmost attention.
If you have any information based upon ‘education grounds only’ that should be
considered in relation to the placement of your child, that information needs to
be sent to me in writing no later than FRIDAY 1st NOVEMBER. Please mark
your letter CONFIDENTIAL
Parents should note that REQUESTS FOR INDIVIDUAL TEACHERS WILL
NOT BE CONSIDERED. As situations change, requests from previous years
should be resubmitted if the reason still exists. After Friday 1st November,
requests will not be considered as the class placement process will have
commenced. Parents will be notified of placements in the last few days of term
4.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NOTES
School Council last Monday ratified a $5 increase in the 2020 excursion levy. Teachers this year have struggled
to keep under the $95 with growing costs of excursions and incursions and of course bus costs which increase
every year. The remaining areas of Essential Items, ICT and Swimming all remain at the same amount as 2019.
The new fee structure and payment plans will be distributed next month.
SHARED GRADES
Three years ago, we introduced our first shared grade. After speaking to several colleagues and teachers who
had experienced this, we set in place guidelines to ensure the success of these grades.
You would appreciate and agree that we have employed wonderful young staff members over the years some of
whom leave to start their own families. These teachers are entitled to return to duty between children and often
wish to do so on a reduced time fraction. As Principal, I have to consider all time fractions in the development of
yearly class structures. The great news is that these teachers are fantastic and when asked to take on a shared
teaching role, follow our guidelines to a high degree ensuring the best learning outcomes for their students. The
key ingredients in the success of a shared grade are quality teachers plus the requirement that they
communicate and share information on a daily basis.
DEPARTURES
To assist our 2020 planning we would like to hear from families who are moving and their children not returning
to The Basin PS. Please let us know in writing as soon as possible.
Graeme Russell

DID YOU KNOW…

The Country Fair has a dedicated Facebook
page
https://www.facebook.com/
TheBasinPrimarySchoolCountryFair/

October
21st

Cooper F

as well as event link

22nd

https://www.facebook.com/
events/338509377088201/

Paige D
Layla I

23rd

Cameron P

25th

Tara V-W
Nelly S

26th

Ewan C
Yvere D
Baxter J

2019 STUDENT EYECARE PROGRAM
AT THE BASIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
We are pleased to say that the Student Eyecare Program has begun at
our school. Leonie Turner, an optometrist is onsite during school hours
providing students with a comprehensive eye examination. Each
attendee will receive an individual report regarding the eye health and a
prescription will be provided if glasses are required. The school will not
have access to the individual report but will be notified if glasses were
recommended. Please note that this service does not sell glasses and
the prescription can be taken to any optical store.
The program’s aim is to detect visual problems that may interfere with a
student’s learning abilities and subsequently hinder their academic
potential. A significant number of students have visual problems that go
undetected. The main visual issues that go undetected are inadequate
focusing and eye teaming abilities that could lead to symptoms such as
poor concentration, fatigue, headaches and unwillingness to read.
This eye health service is available to all students and is covered by
Medicare Australia. It is a Medicare Bulk Billing service– so there is no
cost to the students. The form below is to be
completed by the parent or guardian.
If you wish to have your child’s vision assessed please follow this link:
https://forms.gle/Y9CGD4AnxRib4md76
Alternatively a permission form can be collected from the school office.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY WALK TO SCHOOL
As a part of our involvement in Walk to School 2019 we
would like to invite our school community to join staff
members on a walk to school. The community walk will
take place on Friday 1st November at 8.30a.m. Staff
members will leave from 3
starting points:
1. The Basin Triangle
2. Batterham Reserve (Driveway end)
3. Miller Park Reserve (Carpark)
Hope you can join us!

“SOCCER KICKS” PROGRAM
It was great to see 20 of our P/1/2 students having such
fun at the “Soccer Kicks” Program last Friday afternoon.
Please note that tomorrow’s session has been
postponed due to the stadium being unavailable as
we prepare for the Country Fair on Saturday. As a result
the program will be extended by one week so that the
last session will now be held on Friday 13th December.

