APRIL 4th
April
5th End of Term
2.30pm finish
NO LUNCH ORDERS
23rd 1st day term 2

TERM DATES FOR 2019
TERM 1
30th Jan—5th April
TERM 2
23rd April—28th June
TERM 3
15th July—20th Sept
TERM 4
7th Oct—20th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
END OF TERM
Congratulations to our amazing students and staff for a fantastic Term
1. It has been a very busy one for both students and teachers with a
range of incursions, excursions and sporting events. Some of the highlights included Grandparents’ Day, dance & choir performances, ‘Thank
You Firey’s’ Day, Prep Family Fun Night, House Cross Country and the
official opening of our new buildings by the Hon James Merlino, Minister for Education and Jackson Taylor, MP, Member for Bayswater.
We also held AGMs for School Council and the PFA where 2019 office
bearers were elected. I continue to conduct tours of the school for
prospective prep enrolments for 2020 with plenty of interest and positive feedback. A special mention to our wonderful Prep students who
have all settled into the daily school routines – we are so very proud of
you! Can’t wait for our School Concert next term.
DANCESTARS
Last Friday and Saturday night, Colin Hartley and Kristalee Pollock accompanied 16 of our Grade 6 students in the DanceStars competition
which was held at Monbulk College. Four other schools competed and
the children had a great time performing to a full audience. The
troupe received 2nd place and Teannah R was presented with an
achievement award for her solo. We really appreciate Colin and Kristalee giving up their weekend time to support these students.
SPECIAL VISITOR
Last Friday we had a visit from Ken Williams who is 94 years old and
attended The Basin Primary School when he was a small boy and was
dux of the school in 1937. Ken’s family approached us about a visit
and we were delighted to welcome him back to the school and proudly
showed him the buildings and classrooms. He was amazing for 94 and
managed to walk around our vast grounds and was very impressed with
the new buildings. He had some interesting stories about life back in
the 1930s and what the classrooms and teachers were like. We had
Ken sign an old photo of the original school house which we will laminate
and display in the office. He fondly remembered the large oak trees.

COMMUNITY HOUSE
Last Friday, The Basin Community House was officially opened by Minister Merlino. I was a guest at
this event and had a tour of the new facility which is fantastic. The Community House provide a
range of activities and classes for adults and I recommend you visit their website to see the extensive list of programs on offer. They would like to see some of our parents attend the many and varied courses that they provide.
TWILIGHT SPORTS
It was great to see students and families enjoying our Twilight Athletics Sports on Wednesday night.
The children had fun and participated in a wide range of athletic events. Watching the smiles on the
faces of our new preps as they competed with boundless enthusiasm was a delight. Thank you to
Dale Goldsmith and Aaron Thomson for the excellent organisation of this annual event and for the
massive task of setting up the grounds before the children arrived. A special mention to the PFA
team who organised ice poles throughout the night. Thanks also to the wonderful staff who attended
and assisted with the events. Finally, a big thank you to the students, parents and staff who packed
up at the end! Many hands do make light work!

Debbie Houghton demonstrating a magnificent javelin throw!

EASTER RAFFLE
The PFA are once again conducting our annual Easter Raffle which will be drawn at Friday’s assembly
tomorrow. Thank you to all families who donated Easter Eggs and other Easter items for the raffle
and sold tickets! A very special thank you on behalf of the school community to Vanessa Stewart,
Lauren Collard and her helpers who once again coordinated this raffle and have prepared at least
26+ Easter baskets for tomorrow’s raffle draw. Fingers crossed everyone J
YEAR 6 TO 7 TRANSITION
During the first week of Term 2, all parents of Grade 6 children will receive a package outlining the
process for the selection of a secondary school for 2020. One form per child must be returned to
the class teacher by Friday 17th May.
HOLIDAY SECURITY
We request that all families keep an eye on the school over the forthcoming break. If you are using
our grounds over the holidays and see any suspicious activity or incident, please ring the police on
000 or the Education Departments Security on 9589 6266. Thankyou

KEY DATES TERM TWO
23rd April – First Day Term 2
25th April – ANZAC Day Public Holiday
26th & 27th April – DanceStars Competition for Grade 5 students
3rd May – District Cross Country
3rd May – DanceStars Grade 5s
14th -16th May – NAPLAN
22nd May – Open Night for Education Week
22nd May – NEVR Concert Rehearsal
25th May – DanceFair Grade 5s
28th May – NEVR Rehearsal and Performance
4th June – Divisional Cross Country
10th June – Queens Birthday Public Holiday
15th June – DanceStar Finals
18th June – Regional Cross Country
19th June & 20th June – TBPS Whole School Concert
28th June – Last day of Term 2
19th July – Curriculum Day
EARLY DISMISSAL
A reminder to all parents that students will be dismissed at 2.30pm tomorrow.
We look forward to seeing you all back at school on the first day of Term 2, Tuesday 23 rd April.
Next term is a busy one with the whole school production in June - children are well into practice
mode already, under the direction of a very busy Colin Hartley. Please pop the 19 th and 20th June
into your diaries as the concert promises to be another great success!
Have a great holiday and a happy and safe Easter holiday especially those travelling to holiday destinations.

Graeme Russell
FROM DONNA KRENN, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
CURRICULUM DAYS
To provide families with early warning, our staff have scheduled a student-free Curriculum Day in
Term Three when they will undertake professional development activities and learning.
The Term Three day will be in Week One on Friday 19th July. Whilst this timing is not ideal, we
have been extremely fortunate to secure the presenter and founder of Play Is The Way - Wilson
McCaskill. Wilson will be running a full day session here in our gym for our entire staff.
Play Is The Way (PITW) is a practical methodology for developing personal and social capabilities.
Play Is The Way is behaviour education using wisdom, not force.
PITW develops students who are independent (as opposed to authority dependent), self-managing (as
opposed to managed by the lure of praise and rewards, or the fear of punishment), self-motivated
(as opposed to teacher directed, teacher prompted, teacher driven) lifelong learners.
PLAY IS THE WAY® OBJECTIVES

To help the staff, students and parents of a primary school create a safe learning environment
in which students train to be independent, self-regulating, self-motivated learners in persistent
pursuit of their personal best and able to get along with each other.

To help develop students of strong character and decency with the social and emotional competencies to live and learn well.

To foster empathetic students, considerate of themselves, each other and the world in which
they live with sound and good reasons for the things they say and do.

This is achieved through the use of a physically interactive games program with supporting language and philosophy.
We hope to also provide a parent session run by Wilson McCaskill in the near future.

Challenge Based Learning
This term as part of our inquiry into identity Grade 5
and 6 students were given the challenge to help our
community build a positive digital culture. Below are
some concepts and resources that some of our students wanted to share with our school’s parents.
Hi this is Cohen and Shelby we want to make sure
you and your family know the right information to
avoid online scams. If you encounter scams we recommend you visit these websites for helpful information and support.
https://esafety.gov.au/women/lifestyle/shopping-andbanking/scams https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
Another team conducted a survey to find out the social networks participated in by The Basin Primary
School students. They then made an information
slide about the services, their age restrictions and
advice for using security settings within them. If you
are interested you can view their resource at
https:bit.ly/SocialMediaforUpperPrimary
Mia, Rhyleigh, Alex and Will’s team have been
searching for an expert to lead an information session for our school’s parents about cyber safety and
strategies for families parenting kids who spend time
online. ThinkUKnow a free, evidence-based cyber
safety program have been contacted to run the session and will present an information night for our
parents on Tuesday the 14th of May at 7:00 pm. Expect more information on the event early next term.

April
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
13th

14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

Lucas O
Scarlett S
Cameron G
Alex C
Riley H
David E
Riley C
Ryder D
Aileah R
Tilli M
Steel D.W.
Brock L
Bethany W
Brooke M
Quinn T
Tyler P
Soraya P
Zara P
Teagan P
Hayden R
Casper H
Asha S
Heloise C
Jai M
Violet L
Jacinta C
Lachlan P
Alekzandra C
Zoe R
Olivia L
Ethan A

