FEBRUARY 6th
FEBRUARY
12th - Grade 1 Science
Extension
17th - Parent Teacher
Interviews @4-6pm
18th - Parent Teacher
Interviews @4-7:30pm
19th - Grade 1 Science
Extension
20th - District Swimming
26th - Curriculum Day
29th - Knox Festival
MARCH
2nd - 6th - African Drumming
4th - Division Swimming
SCHOOL PHOTOS:
28th February
TERM 1
29th Jan - 27th March
TERM 2
14th April - 26th June
TERM 3
13th July - 18th September
TERM 4
5th October - 18th December

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
PA SYSTEM
A new PA system was installed last week and we now have music playing for
three minutes prior to the 9am, 11:30am and 2:30pm bell times. Playing music
prior to the bell enables our student’s time to be in line when it rings. We will
shortly be purchasing a new Microphone that does not have the DING-DINGDING sound before and after announcements – our neighbours will be happy!
We will revert to the announcement system we had prior to our major upgrade
and that was a short ring on a hand bell followed by the announcement.
PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION AGM
The Annual General meeting of the PFA has been scheduled on TUESDAY
18TH FEB starting at 2:30pm in the staffroom. The main aim of a PFA is to foster
closer links between parents and teachers, to facilitate parental participation in
their child’s school and work together with school staff and the School Council
to ensure the best possible educational outcomes for all students.
Meetings are held monthly where suggested events and activities can be
raised, discussed and voted upon and where committee members can share
the responsible for running events
Parents’ club members provide invaluable support to the school in a number of
ways, for example:
 Helping with events for new students and parents at the school
 Helping with other school events and functions, such as a fun run, book fair,
etc.
 organising fundraising activities
 Helping to cater or work at fundraising activities.
Promoting cultural and social diversity by encouraging membership and
participation of all parents in parents’ clubs.
At the AGM we will be electing the 2020 OFFICE BEARERS as well as
discussing activities for the year. All parents are most welcome to attend this
meeting and the monthly meetings without the worry of ending up as an office
bearer – we need helpers as well! Last year our amazing PFA ran our
successful biannual Country Fair – a huge effort. See you at the meeting.
Prep parents please note that interviews on Feb 18th and 19th are for families of
children in Years 1 to 6. Your child’s interview will take place following their
Literacy/Numeracy assessment on one of the next 4 Wednesdays.
EVERY DAY COUNTS
We all want our students to enjoy a great education, and the building blocks for
a great education begin with students coming to school each and every day.
Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future – a student missing
one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end of the year. By Year 10
they will have missed more than a year of school! There is no safe number of
days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind and can
affect their educational outcomes.

‘GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS’
In last week’s newsletter I announced that interviews would be held on Tuesday 18th Feb and
Wednesday 19th Feb. Due to a ‘Play is the Way’ Parent workshop being offered after school on Wednesday 19th
Feb we have moved that interview date to Monday 17th February.
I now urge parents to take the opportunity to organise an interview with your child’s new teacher on Monday 17th
Feb from 4:00 to 6:00pm. Tuesday 18th Feb from 4:00 – 7:30pm.
A COMPASS message explaining the booking procedure will be sent out. Interviews are for 10 minutes only and
parents should share information about their children with teachers. It is not an
interview where teachers report on academic progress. Parents can arrange further meetings with teachers if
required at a mutually agreed time.
Prep parents please note that interviews on Feb 17th and 18th are for families of children in Years 1 to 6. Your
child’s interview will take place following their Literacy/Numeracy assessment on one of the next 4 Wednesdays.
PLAY is the WAY PARENT WORKSHOP (from Mrs Krenn)
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19TH 4:30PM – 6:00PM in the SUE GOODALL BUILDING
We are very fortunate to have Wilson McCaskill, the founder of Play Is the Way, coming to run a
workshop for parents/guardians/carers at our school this term. The parent information session gives
participants a hands-on experience of the Play Is The Way® methodology.
Attendees will participate in activities that illustrate the benefit of the guiding principles and reflective language.
Through their own reactions, parents and carers will discover why the games make a powerful tool for social and
emotional learning. The session is not a workshop on parenting and does not give advice on parenting within the
home and family setting.
It does illustrate how the Play Is The Way® methodology works in schools and ways in which parents and carers
can support the social and emotional learning of their children.
Unfortunately children are not permitted to attend the workshop, so please make arrangements to cater for this.
Please RSVP by February 12th as we have minimum numbers required for the workshop to proceed.
FIRST ASSEMBLY
Our first whole school assembly will be held this Friday in the gymnasium commencing shortly after 9:00am. Our
new Preps will be joining us for the very first time.
PARKING SPEED ZONE
Last week I stated that the speed limit was 5 kph when in fact the sign indicate 10kph. I ask that all parents and
staff abide by this limit for the safety of all students, their younger siblings, parents and staff.
AFTER SCHOOL CONVERSATIONS
I read an interesting article from a website called ‘Her View from Home’ that had great questions to ask your
children at the end of the school day. I highly recommend using a couple of these each day. Here are some of
my favourites:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What made you laugh today?
What is the most popular game at recess?
What was the best thing that happened today?
Who did you sit with at lunch?
Did you learn something you didn’t understand?
Tell me something you know today that you didn’t know yesterday.
What is something that challenged you?
What are you looking forward to tomorrow?

I wish all children and their parents a fantastic start to the 2020 school year. It is going to be another exciting year
at TBPS.
Graeme Russell

FEBRUARY
3rd

Lucas R
Jack V
Jobe B
Jacob F
Jayden H
Samuel C

4th

Atrina S
Dustin K
Mae C
Jesse N
Riley M
Benjamin J

5th

Chethan P
Thomas W
Kylie F

6th

Kobe C

7th

Grace H
Nate C

8th

Lincoln F

9th

Marleigh I

